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OfiBce of General Counsel 
Federal Election Commission 
999 E Street, NW 
Washington, D.C. 20463 

RE: Supplemental Information in respect to MUR 6494 

I am writing to provide you with additional information regarding your ongoing 
investigation into Rep. Jean Schmidt, MUR 6494. 

On April 30,2012 Rep Schmidt filed a quarterly report with the House Ethics Committee 
regarding the activities of her legal expense fund.' The report shpw^ that Rep. Schmidt has 
raised $5000 toward the nearly half a million dollars of illegal payments made on her behalf.^ 
As demonstrated in my origind complaint, it is irrefutable that the payments made by the 
Turkish Coalition of America constitute campaign contributions. 

There are a few specific issues to which I would like to direct your attention. 

L AOR 2011-20 

Since the filing of my complaint and the initiation of MUR 6494, Rep. Schmidt has 
submitted and withdrawn a letter requesting permission to use campaign funds to refund portions 
of the payments at issue in MUR 6494 ("AOR 2011-20**)- While the Conunission has been less 
than candid regarding the conditions under which AOR 2011-20 was withdrawn from the EEC 
website, it seems clear that it was removed, at least in part, due to a determination that Mr. 
Gieenberg, one of the subjects of the complaint underlying MUR 6494, was less than completely 
forthright with the Conunission in the AOR 2011-20 letter.' Specifically, failing to inform the 
Commission that the legal fees Greenberg claimed to be seeking to pay had in fact already been 
paid by the Turkish Coalition of America ("TCA**). 

J 

' Jean Schmidt, Letter to House Ethics Committee dated April 29,2012 (Signed by Rep. Schmidt 
April 30,2012). A copy of which is attached hereto as Exhibit A. 

' Id. and Cincinnati Enquirer, "Schmidt reports one donation for her legal expense fiind" Available 
online at http://cincinnatixomAIogs/poIltics/2012/OSA) 1 /schmidt-reports-one-donation-fbr-her-!egal-
expense-fund/. A copy ofwhich is attached hereto as Exhibits. 

' AOR 2011-20 was removed from the FEC website on the afternoon of October 26,2011 yet Rep. 
Sclunidt*s attorn^ did not inform the FEC that she was withdrawing the request until November 10, 
2011. Thus it seems that the AOR was removed finom the website for some reason other than Rep. 
Schmidt*s withdraw two weeks later. 

http://cincinnatixomAIogs/poIltics/2012/OSA
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As noted in my public comment submitted to and received by the Commission prior to 
the removal of AOR 2011-20 from the FEC website, AOR 2011-20 is little more than an 
admission by Schmidt for Congress to the charges underlying MUR 6494. That is, that the legal 
expenses which TCA paid, were campaign related. As such, the payments constitute campdgn 
contributions under the andysis of Advisory Opinion 2006-22 wherein payments to attorneys for 
campaign related legal services were found to constitute campaign contributions. 

II. IRS Determination 

Included in my ori^nal complaint letter initiating MUR 6494 were copies of complaints 
filed with the IRS regarding the non-reporting of the payments at issue in this investigation. For, 
it is axiomatic that such payments, if they are not campaign contributions the payments would 
necessarily have been income to Rep. Schmidt. Recently, I received a letter ifom the IRS which 
I took to mean that the IRS that will not be pursuing an action for non-reporting of income and/or 
non-payment of taxes on said income.^ While the FEC may not be bound by the determinations 
of the IRS, it would seem that Rep. Schmidt must be bound by such determinations. 

In order for the Commission to come to a complete understanding of Rep. Schmidt's 
position regarding the status of these payments, the Commission must review the 
communications between Rep. Schmidt and the IRS. It would seem that Rep. Schmidt must 
necessarily have argued against a finding of income by pointing to the campaign related nature 
of the payments - thus arguing for and accepting the position that the payments by TCA were in 
feet campaign contributions. Therefore, I respectfully suggest to the Commission that as part of 
tiiis investigation the Conunission reviews copies of all communications between Rq). Schmidt 
and her agents and the Internal Revenue Service regarding tiiis payment scheme. 

in. Rep. Schmidt's own admissions that the Attornq^s were retained by Schmidt for 
Congress 

In reviewing the deposition testimony of Rep. Schmidt fijom August 24,20091 
discovered testimony by Rep. Schmidt in which she unambiguously states that the attorney for 
whom TCA paid were retained by Schmidt for Congress, not Rep. Schmidt personally. 

Q. Have you retained Mr. Brey and Mr. Fein personally, or is it the 
campaign that has retained them? 

A. The campaign has retained them. 

Q. They work for the campaign? 

A. Yes.® 

Letter from IRS Whistleblower Office to David Krikorian April 27.2012. Attached as Exhibit C. 
Schmidt deposition at p. 113. lines 14-19. Emphasis added. The entirety of Rep. Schmidt's 

deposition testimony is attached as Exhibit D. 
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Thus, by her own words. Rep. Schmidt has indisputably corroborated the basic 
contention of my complaint: that the Turkish Coalition of America, a tax-exempt SO 1(c)(3) 
corporation, illegally paid campaign expenses of Schmidt for Congress; that those contributions 
were excessive; and that Schmidt for Congress violated Federal law by accepting the 
contributions and failing to rqport the contributions. 

IV. Conversion of Campaign Resources to Personal Use 

In light of the Rep. Schmidt's swom testimony that the attorneys were retained by 
Schmidt for Congress, if Rep. Schmidt argues that the legal expenses paid by TCA were not 
campaign related, then she has de jure admitted that she converted campaign resources to 

g personal use in violation of Federal Law. The legal services provided by Messrs. Fein, Brey, 
0 Saltzman, et al. are undeniably campaign resources as the attorneys were retained by the 

campaign. 

Moreover, with respect to the civil litigation, vdien Rep. Schmidt initially filed suit 
against me claiming defamation, she sought $8.6 Million dollars in compensatory and punitive 
damages. She brougiht the case in her name alone. Thus, had she prevailed, she would have 
personally benefitted to the tune of $8.6 Million from the legal services of attorneys retained by 
Schmidt for Congress. The law is clear, campaign resources are not to be used in the fiulherance 
of personal financial gain. By utilizing attorneys retained by her campaign committee in an 
attempt at personal gain. Rep. Schmidt converted campaign resources for personal use. 

The Ethics Committee, in providing an opportunity for Rep. Schmidt to utilize a legal 
erqrense fund to refund the illegal paym^ts, attempted essentially to recreate the circumstances 
of AO 1997-27, wherein then Congressman, now Speaker, Boehner sought to use campaigii 
funds in furtherance of a potential lawsuit regarding the interception of a telephone conversation. 
While in many ways the use of campaign funds to pay legal expenses and the use of a legal 
expense fund are analogous, there are very real and important differences between the situation 
addressed in AO 1997-27 a:^ the immediate investigation into Rep. Schmidt. Specifically, Rep. 
Boehner sought out permission prior to initiating litigation. Rep. Schmidt did not; Rep. Boehner 
provided full disclosure of the facts surrounding his proposed use of campaign funds for 
litigation related expenses while Rep. Schmidt still lias not given a complete account of her 
understanding and intentions of the payment scheme of her legal expenses; and perhaps most 
importantly, at no time did Rep. Boehner stand to benefit personally firom the litigation, whereas 
Rep. Schmidt initiated the litigation for the purpose of personal gain to the tune of some $8.6 
MUlion. 

It was not until after the Ethics Committee was alerted to the illegal payment scheme that 
Rep. Schmidt was forced to acknowl^ge the illegal payment and in exchange for being allowed 
to use the proceeds of a legal expense fund to refund the illegal payments Rep. Schmidt agreed 
not to personally benefit from foe outcome of foe litigation. It is important to note that foe 
lawsuit, in which Jean Schmidt personally was foe only Plaintiff, was filed in June of 2010. It 
was not until August 16,2011 that Rep. Schmidt enter^ into an agreement whereby she would 
not personally benefit from foe outcome of foe litigation. This agreement essentially mirrors foe 
agreement of AO 1997-27. 
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Hence, while it is certainly true that Rep. Schmidt ultimately did agree not to seek 
personial gain fiom the lawsuit, she did in &ct initiate the lawsuit for the purpose of personal 
gain, and continued on that purpose for over a year before establishing a legal expense fund. 
Further, just eight months after agreeing not to seek personal gain fiom the lawsuit. Rep. 
Schmidt, dismissed the case. Thus, for the first 15 of the 23 months drat the lawsuit was active. 
Rep. Schmidt sought personal gain. 

puitheTi when asked to identify special damages suffered by Rep. Schmidt to justify such 
an enormous award. Rep. Schmidt pointed to costs incurred by Schmidt for Congress in the 2008 
election. One Interrogatory question and Rep. Schmidt's answer thereto provides ample 
evidence that Rep. Schmidt converted to personal use the resources of the campaign: 

[ijdentify the basis and evidence relied upon for [Ms. Schmidt] to allege in her 
Complaint that each defamatory statement damaged [Ms. Schmidt] $500,000 that 
were separate and distinct fixrm the other alleged defiunatory statements.^ 

9 And Rep. Schmidt's response fiiereto: 

At the time the Complaint drafted [Ms. Schmidt] knew her support dropped 
3% fix>m the time Kiikorian disseminated his defamatory statements against her 
the weekend before the 2008 general election. Ultimately, her victory margin was 
45% to 37% for Victoria Wulsin and 17% for David Krikorian. Jean Schmidt 
spent ^proximately $1,276,579 for the 2007-2008 election cycle. 3/1 Idis of diis 
ainoimt (representing the reduction from an 11% miugin to an 8% margin) is 
$348,156. hi addition, the amount Jean Schmidt's campaign conunittee was able 
to raise in the 2009-2010 election cycle was $241,926 less than the amount it 
raised in the 2007-2008 cycle. Thus, it is reasonable to conclude that the 
comparable defamatory statements by Krikorian caused economic damages 
well in excess of $500,000. ($348,156 plus $241,926 totals $590,082). 
Moreover, in defamation actions, compensatory damages are not limited to 
economic damages, but also include impairment of reputation, personal 
humiliation, shame, mental anguish, and suffering.^ 

Ignoring the ̂ eer odiousness of the implication that Rep. Schmidt essentially bought the margin 
of victory in her election, this statement by Rep. Schmidt clearly indicates that the damages 
alleged in her complaint belonged rightly to fiie canipaign, not to Rep. Schmidt personally, but 
Rep. Schmidt personally was the sole Plaintiff in the matter, thus. Rep. Schmidt sought to 
recover personally for rdleged damages of the campaign committee; There can be no more 
obvious example of converting campaign resources than attempting to recoyer personally for the 
money damages allegedly suffered by the campaign! 

' Interrogatory II. 
' Schmidt responses to Request for Admissions, Interrogatories and Request for Production of 

Documents, Interrogatory 11. 
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As established above and in my initial complaint. Rep. Schmidt and her agents have 
acknowledged numerous times that the legal expenses were "directly related" to her campaign 
and that the campaign retained the attorneys. As such, it is indisputable that the legal services 
provided by the attorneys were resources of the campaign. By seeking $8.6 Million in damages 
on her own behalf, not on behalf of the campaign - money that Rep. Schmidt intended to deposit 
into her personal accounts - Rep. Schmidt converted campaign resources (i.e. legal services) to 
personal use (i.e. the seeking of a civil judgment). Further, by seeking to recover personally for 
^eged damages of the campaign. Rep. Schmidt committed a second, separate act of conversion 
to personal use resources of the campaign. 

V. MUR 5141 

If, in spite of the overwhelming evidence including Rep. Schmidt's own statements 
admitting, even trumpeting, that the legal expenses were campaign related, the Commission finds 
that the legal expense were not campaign related, but were rather personal expenses, 1 would 
further direct you to MUR S141. In that instance the Commission enunciated several factors 
used in determining the status of fiiird party payments for personal expenses: 

Whether receipt of funds for living expenses would free-up other funds of the 
candidate for campaign purposes; whether the candidate would have more 
time to spend on die campaign instead of pursuing his or her usual 
employment, and whether the funds would not have been donated but for the 
candidacy.' 

Under the analysis of MUR 5141, it is equally clear that the payments by TCA to the 
attorneys retained by Schmidt for Congress, even assuming the expenses were personal, are 
clearly carnpaign contributions. 

In file years prior to the litigation. Rep. Schmidt had loaned approximately $275,000 
(interest free) to her campaign. Until December 30,2011, Schmidt for Congress had never made 
any payment to Rqi. Schmidt on those loans. It was not until she was forced by the Ethics 
Committee to refund iqpproximately $40,000 of the illegal payments using personal funds that 
Schmidt for Congress began repayment on any of those loans. Tellingly, Schmidt for Congress 
paid $20,000 to Rep. Schmidt on December 30,2011 and $30,000 on Jamiary. 21,2012. On 
January 30,2012 R^. Schmidt informed the Ethics Committee that shej^ersonally refunded 
$42,812.82 of the illegal payments made on her behalf It is my undeistmding th^ this amoimt 
was for the amicus brief filings at issue in the aborted AOR 2011-20. Thus, Rep. Schirudt 
provides irrefutable proof that the payment of the litigation expenses by the third party, TCA, did 
in foot fiee up other funds for the campaign. 

Since the August 2011 Ethics Committee Report, Schmidt for Congress has repaid 
approximately $90,000 of the debt to Rep. Schmidt, and is for all intents and purposes insolvent 
In the most recent quarterly filing Schmidt for Congress reported debts of approximately 

' MUR 5141, Statement of Reasons, p. 4. Citing Advisory Opinions 1982-64; 1978-40; 1976-70; 
and response to Advisory Opinion Request 1976-84. 
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$180,000 (the outstanding indebtedness to Rep. Schmidt herself) and cash on hand of 
approximately $4000. 

There is nothing is better than the fects on the ground to prove an assertion. And I think 
the &cts clearly prove the assertion that the receipt of funds for legal expenses freed up other 
funds of the candidate for campaign purposes - specifically the $275,000 that was payable to 
Rq>. Schmidt on demand foom the campaign. 

As to the second factor, whether the candidate would have more time to spend in pursuit 
of personal income rather than campaigti funds. Rep. Schmidt is a salaried member of the House 
of Representatives; as such this foctor is not particularly relevant. But it is also obvious that had 
Kep. Schmidt paid for the legal services herself as the bills became due, her personal resources 
(including her time) would necessarily have been taxed away from her normal campaign duties. 
Additionally, the &ct that once payment was required of Rep. Schmidt personally ̂ e made 
almost immediate demand of foe campaign for partial repayment of foe loans demonstrates that 
foe campaign benefitted greatly from foe illegal payment s^eme. 

Finally, there can be no disputing that foe payments made on Rep. Schmidt's behalf 
would not have been made but for her candidacy. The principals behind the payments knew 
Rep. Schmidt only through her position, in foct having initially met at a politicd fundraiser. 

VI. Conclusion 

The PEC now has before it numerous representations by Rep. Schmidt wherein she 
acknowledges that foe legal expenses paid by TCA were "directly related" to her campaign, that 
"foe campaign has retained" foe attorneys in question, that the attorneys in question "work for 
foe campaign." Further these statements were made knowingly either under oath or subject to 
foe False Statements Act. As such. Rep. Schmidt has boxed herself into a comer from which she 
cannot escape. It is incontrovertible that, as stated in my original complaint, Schmidt for 
Congress hu received nearly half a rrrillion dollars in illegal campaign contributions udiich have 
not been reported as such. The violations of Federal law in this case are myriad. The 
Commission must now act to correct these violations. 

Recent news rqrorts suggest that Rqp. Schmidt intends to walk away from this "debt" 
once foe leaves office and sheds herself of the oversight of the Ethics Committee.' If this is true, 
absent enforcement of Federal laws and regulations by foe FEC, Rep. Schmidt will have 
successfully thumbed her nose at House Ethics Rules and Fedei^ election laws. Thus, foe FEC 
alone has the power to bring justice in this matter. 

' Cincinnati Enquirer, "Schmidt reports one donation for her legal expense fund " Supra; and 
National Journal, "Schmidt Snubs Ethics Panel Order to Pay Off Legal Debts" Available online at 
http://nationaljoumal.coni/congress/schmidt-snubs-ethics-panel-order-to-pay-ofF-legal-debts-20120502. 
A copy of which is attached hereto as Exhibit E. 

http://nationaljoumal.coni/congress/schmidt-snubs-ethics-panel-order-to-pay-ofF-legal-debts-20120502
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David Krikoiian hereby verifies that the statements made in the attached supplement to the 
Complaint underlying MUR 6494 are, upon information and belief, true. Sworn pursuant to 18 
U.S.C. § 1001. 

0 

Sworn to and subscribed before me this day of May, 2012. 
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Schmidt reports one donation for her legal 
expense fund 
05/01/12 al 4:33pm • WriUen by Oelidio Shesgreen • 1 Comments • , Ftecommondj 

g Raise Your Voice 

Rep. Jean Schmidt, R-Miami Township, raised only $5,000 in 
the first three months of 2012 for her legal expense tmst, 
according to her latest disclosure report. 

Schmidt set up the trust last year, after the House Ethics 
Committee ordered her to repay about $500,000 in improper 
legal fees she had unknowingly received from the Turkish 
Coalition of America. Schmidt has since said her outstanding 
legal tab is actually closer to $430,000-about $70,000 less than 
the ethics committee estimated.. 

The single donation she raised in the 1st quarter of 2012 came from Global Eclipse, a 
Delaware limited liability company, on Jan. 26. That was before Schmidt lost the 
Republican primary to Brad Wenstrup, a Cincinnati doctor who will now face William R. 
Smith in the November election. 

Schmidt reported making no expenditures last quarter, except a $29 payment to the U.S. 
Postal Sennce for a P.O. Box. 

In her previous legal expense fundraising reports, Schmidt reported raising no money 
except $10 that she contributed herself. But at the time of her last filing on Jan. 31, her 
spokesman Barrett Brunsman touted the incoming $5,000—the one donation reflected in 

the 2012 1^' quarter filing—and said "additional significant contributions" were expected. 

Since Schmidt lost her primary contest, she will be out of office come January 2013. 
Ethics experts have said that she is free to ignore the ethics committee ruling once she 
leaves the U.S. House. 

Brunsman has not directly answered questions about whether Schmidt intends to fulfill the 
House ethics order once she's out of offtce, even if she can't raise enough money before 
then. He has said the legal expense trust shows that she "has always intended to pay her 
legal bills." 

In any case, since Schmidt is now a iame-duck, it's harder for her to scoop up coveted 
donations—for either her regular campaign account or her legal expense trust. 

Her latest Federal Election Commission report, also covering the first three months of 
2012, shows that she raised less than $50,000 for her House campaign account, and 
much of that money flowed into her coffers before her March 6 defeat. Her campaign 
spent about $189,000 in the first three months of 2012, including a $40,000 loan re­
payment Schmidt made to herself on March 30. (She had loaned her campaign more 
than $250,000 during her 2005-2006 election.) 

EXHIBIT 



Schmielt ended tha 1^'quarter with less than $4,000 cash on hand and about $184,000 in 
outstanding debts. 

Posted In; 2nd Congressional District, Congress, Election 2012, Republicans 

Tags; Brad Wenstrup, Jean Schmidt, William R. Smith 
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2 PROCEEDINGS 

3 Page 3 

4 4 THE V1DE06RAFHER: He are now on the vldoo 

S 43 5 record. My name Is Stephen Troncone, and I'm the video 

c 8 55 6 technician today. He will record today's testimony 

7 9 56 7 under the firm Kentuckiana Reportera. Today la tho 

8 56 S 24th day of August, 2009. The time on tho video monitor 

9 5 113 9 is approximately 10:55 a.m. We are at the Sheridan 

10 6 113 10 Hotel to take the depoaitlon of Jean Schmidt in the 

11 11 matter of Jean Schmidt versus David Krlkorlan pending 

IS 12 before tho Ohio Elections Commission, case number 

13 13 2009E-003 and 2009E-012. 

14 14 THE VIDBOGRAPHBR: Hill counsel please 

15 15 identify themselves for the record? 

16 16 MR. FINNEY: My name is Christopher Finney, 

17 17 P-l-H-N-E-y, attorney for Sospondent David Krlkorlan. 

18 IB MR. BOLINGER: Joshua Bolinger, B-O-L-I-H-G-

19 19 E-R, attorney for David Krlkorlan. 

SO 20 MR. HARTMAH: Curt — Curt Hartman, counsel 

SI 21 for Mr. Krlkorlan. 

22 • 22 NR. BREX: Donald Brey, B-R-B-X, counsel for 

23 23 Congresswcman Jean Schmidt. 

24 24 MR. FEIN: Bruce Fein, F-B-I-N, counsel for 

25 25 Congresswoman Jean Schmidt. 

1 

7 9 

1 THE VIDBOGRAFHER: MS. Schmidt, will you 

2 STIPULATION 2 please raise your right hand and be sworn by the court 

3 
4 The deposition of Jean Schmidt, taken In the 

5 offices of the Sheraton Cincinnati Airport Hotel, 2826 

6 Terninal Drive, Hebron, Kentucky, on Monday, the 24th 

7 day of august, at approximately 10:55 a.m.: said 

8. deposition being taken pursuant to Hotlca for use In 

3 reporter? 

4 THE WITNESS: (Compiles.) 

5 COURT REPORTER: Do you solemnly swear or 

6 affirm that the testimony that you're about to give 

7 will be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the 

8 truth? 
9 accordance with the Kentucky Rulea of Civil Procedure. 

10 It Is agreed that Annemarle Grant, being a Votary 

11 Public and Court Reporter for the State of Kentucky, 

12 may awear the wltneaa and that the reading and signing 

13 of the completed transcript by the witness is not 

14 waived. 

9 THE WITNESS: 1 do. 

10 COURT REPORTER: Thank you. 

11 THE VIDBOGRAFHER: Xou may proceed. 

12 MR. FIHNBX: Thank you. 

13 DIRECT EXAMINATION 

14 BX MR. FINNEY: 
15 

16 

17 

• IS Q. Mrs. Schmidt, you've had your deposition — 15 

16 

17 
16 I'm sorry. 

15 

16 

17 17 Please state your full name and address for 
10 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

18 the record. 10 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

19 A, My full name la Jeannette Schmidt, and I live 

10 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

1 20 at 771 Wards Cornar Rosd, Loveland, Ohio. 

10 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

1 21 Q. Have you had your deposition taken before? 

10 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

i 22 A. Xes. 

10 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

1 23 Q. In what circumstances? 

10 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 
a 24 A. A variety. 

10 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 
!5 Q. Okay. Please tell us each one of those 
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1 clrcunstancea. 

2 A. I can only tell you the ones that come to my 

3 mind at this point. Actually/ I can't bocauae He'ce on 

4 cpcocd, and I'm not quite sure what those depositions 

5 were or when they did occur, but I'm sure you can 

6 remind me. 

^ Q. Okay. So sitting here today, you don't ever 

6 remember your deposition being taken in any specific 

9 case? 

10 A. I do remember depositions being taken, yes. 

11 Q. Okay. Hell, tell me what those cases were 

12 that you do remember. 

13 A. I can't definitively toll yon which cases I 

14 was depoaed in and which caaea I wasn't deposed in. 

15 ' Q. I understand that. Toll me what you can tell 

16 me about whet you remember about having your deposition 

17 takon provioosly. 

IB A. Since we're under eath, I don't want to make 

19 a mistake. So therefore, until'I can see whatever you 

20 have in front of you, 1 am not prepared to answer that 

21 question; 

22 Q. Hell, just to get past this procedural issue, 

23 I don't have anything in front of me and 1 have no idea 

24 other than the Elections Commission case that I was a 

25 part of previously. Any other case in which you were 

11 

1 deposed, I'm just asking to you to tell us what you 

2 know about that issue. 

3 A. I don't'remember the case, sic. I'm — 

Q. Okay. So you have no recollection of any 

5 cases in which your deposition was prevloosly taken? 

A. X remember I was deposed, but you were not 

7 there. Xou were on a telephone. 

Q. Okay, so that was in the prior Ohio 

9 Elections Commission case dealing with your false 

10 statementsi is that correct7 

11 A. Again, sir, you're going to have to tell me 

12 what you're getting at because I'm under oath, and I 

13 have to tell the truth. 

14 MR. FIHHByt Don, I'd ask you to Instruct 

15 your client to answer the question, or we'll have to 

16 get Phil on to make her answer the question. Either 

17 she does or she doesn't remember. If she doesn't, 

IB fine. If she does, she needs to tell me what she 

19 remembers. 

20 NR. BREI: Xou wjant me to talk with her off 
21 the record? 

22 MR. FIHHEX: I think it might be appropriate 
23 to adjourn and take her out of the room. Yeah, that's 
24 fine. 

25 THE VIDEOGRAPHBRi Please stand by. 

12 

1 (OFF THE RECORD) 

2 THE VIDEOGRAPHER: We're now back on the 

3 video record. 

4 BY MR. FINNEY: 

5 Q. Mrs. Schmidt, when we adjourned before, I 

6 asked you to tell me any other time when you've had 

7 your deposition taken and you've conferred with your 

8 attorney. And you're now do you have any different 

9 response than what you gave me previously? 

10 A. I wanted to make sure that 1 was giving the 

11 correct response. I have been deposed a number of 

12 times in my life. 

13 As A' township trustee, I have been deposed on 
14 soning cases. I don't remember the particulars. The 

15 first time I met Mr. Brey was on an Ohio Elections 

16 case. I don't remember the particulars of the case, 

17 bub I was deposed. I have been deposed on telephone by 

18 you and in other cases befors the Ohio Elections 

19 Commission. 

20 Q. So this is at least the third case you've 

21 been involved with with the Ohio Elections Commission? 

22 A. Yes. 

23 Q. Okay. And what was the — I know about the 

24 false statement case in 'OS, I think it was. What was 

25 the — or '06, I guess — %rfiat was the other one? 

13 

A. neil, the other one was an individual that 

2 decided to contest the fact that l did run a marathon 

3 in October of 2003 — 

4 0. Oh, the name on the case — 

A. — and I actually did a 3:19:09. 

0. okay. All right. So the — the — the way 

7 that this works is that the court reporter is really in 

charge here today. And that means that we have to not 

talk over each other. You have to let me finish my 

10 questions} you need to let — I need to let you finish 

11 your answers. 

12 uh-huha and uh-uhs and nods of the head and 

13 shakes of the head don't transcribe — not just very 

14 well, they don't transcribe at all. So if we would 

15 just try to proceed in an orderly fashion. 

16 Also, it's not my intention to trip you up or 

17 to create problems} it's to get information out to the 

IB Elections Coimnission hearing. So if you don't 

19 understand a question that I have, if it's a compound 

20 question that's confusing you, just ask me to rephrase 

21 it and I will try to do that. Okay? 

22 A. Oh-huh. 

23 0. Great. 

24 A. of course. 

25 Q. Now my first question today is: Can you tell 
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1 me uhat your understanding is of the events in the 

2 Ottoman Empire in 1915 that have variously been 

3 referred to as the "Armenian Genocide," the "Great 

4 Calamity," the "Armenian Holocaust," or the "Armenian 

5 Massacres"? 

6 A. Could you repeat that question? It was a 

7 little long. 

8 Q. Yeah. I'm trying to get your understanding 

9 of what those events were. What — what do you 

10 understand historically occurred in 1915, 1916? 

11 A. Hell, there was Horld Hac I. 

12 Q. Ho. Ho. I'm talking about specifically in 

13 the Ottoman Empire, the events known as the "Armenian 

14 Genocide," the "Great Calamity," the "Armenian 

15 Holocaust," or the "Armenian Massacres." The thing 

16 that's the subject of this Elections Commission 
17 complaint. 

18 A. I was trying to get to that. It was during 

19 Horld War I. And during World War I a lot of things 

20 occurred. Other than that, I don't have any 

21 recollection because I wasn't there, I wasn't born, and 

22 nor am I a historian. 

23 Q. Okay. So that's the full sum and substance 

24 of your understanding of what happened in 1915 related 

25 to the Armenian Genocide, the Great Calamity — 

16 

1 • HR. FINNEY: Hell, we're going to get to 

2 that. I mean, I wanted to know what the basis of her 

3 knowledge was. 

4 But normally, when people have an 

5 understanding of an historical event, they can tell you 

6 generally what they believe happened at that time. 

7 HR. FEIN: Based upon? 

8 BY HR. FINNEY: 

9 Q. Hitler rose to power, he started — he 

10 invaded Poland, he started Horld War IZ, etc. I mean, 

11 and then kind of get — and then the Allies invaded 

12 Normandy and won the war. You know, that kind of 

13 thing. 

14 Do you have any understanding of what 

15 happened relating to this historical event? Did people 

16 die? If so, how did they die? Has the government 
1? Involved, and so on. Hhat is your understanding of what 

18 occurred with respect to the Armenian Genocide in 1915 

19 and 1916? 

20 MR. BBBY; I would just object. I — I 

21 assume that you asked a series of questions; and that 

22 there's just the last one you wanted a response to. 

23 HR. FINNEY; It was really — I'm on the 

24 first question which is: I just want to understand her 
25 full understanding of what occurred that is tho subject 

15 17 

1 whatever thoy call it: is that right? 

2 A. My full understanding? 

3 0. Correct. 

4 A. I — in a nutshell, yes. 

5 Q. Hell, I don't want a nutshell. I want to 

6 know in an expanded version, what do you understand 

7 occurred with raspaet to those historical events? 

8 A. You know, I am not a student of history. I 

9 wasn't there. I'm still trying to figure it all out. 

10 Q. Okay. So — so your full understanding of 

11 the events of that time known as the "Great Calamity" 

12 or the "Armenian Holocaust," the "Armenian Massacres," 

13 is just that something happened during Horld nar I and 

14 you know nothing more about it than that? 

15 A. About what actually happened at that period? 

16 Exactly. 

17 0. Correct. I want to know what your 

18 understanding is. 

19 A. That's the understanding. 

20 Q. And you know of no other facts, no other 

21 interpretations, other than that? 

22 MR, FEIN; Are you asking — can you clarify, 

23 Mr. Finney? You know, "do you know of any other" — 

24 you mean personal facts? Are you asking whether she's 

25 read books? That's a highly ambiguous statement. 

1 of this compliant which is known as the "Armenian 

2 Genocide." Hhat is her understanding? I'm not asking 

3 her what happened. I'm asking her what her 

4 understanding of what happened was. 

5 HR. FEIN: I object. 

6 HR. EREY: First of all, it's a not the 

7 subject of this complaint. 

HR. FEIN: Yeah. 

MR. EREY; And, Chris, asking for her full 

10 understanding is really not an appropriate request. 

11 HR. HARTNAN: Let me clarify: He've got one 

12 — usually in a deposition, bra counsel is defending 

13 and not two counsels. 

14 MR. BREY: Then why ace you speaking? 

15 HR. HARTHAN: Because I'm trying to clarify 

16 for the record who is defending this deposition. 

17 HR. FINNEY; I'm sorry. So where do we 

16 stand? Are you telling her not to answer? 

19 (TELEPHONIC INTERRUPTION) 

HR. FINNEY; That's the Geragos call. 

HR. XRIKORIAN: Hello? 

NR. GERAGOS; Hi. It's Hark, 

HR. XRIKORIAN: Hello Hark. This is Mark 

Geragos. He is one of my attorneys in this case. 

MR. FINNEY; Mark, you can just listen in. 
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1 Xf you have any comment, you may want to call In on 

2 .another phone to Joah who can relay your commenta to 

3 me, okay? 

4 MR, GBRAGOBI Got It. 

5 MR. FINHEYs Joah, do you want to give him • 

e your' number ao he'.a got that. 
7 MR. BOLIRGER; Yeah. 

B MR. GBRAGOBI Juat — he can E-mail It to me. 

9 MR. BOLINGERi Yoah, I'll o-mail it when we 

110 get oCE the phone. 
111 MR. FlMHEYi Okay. Thank you. 
12 BY MR. FXNNEYi 
13 Q. Mre. Schmidt, when we broke, the laet 
14 queation waa: Tell me your nnderatandlng oY the eventa' 

lis in the Ottoman Einpire in 1915 that'a been raEerred to 
116 as the 'Armenian Genocide.' Your attorney haa raiaed an 
|'17 objection to that queation. 
118 ' MR. FINNEY: Don, are you aaking her not to 
119 reapond, or are you telling her to reapond? 
120 MR. BREY: Go ahead — I haven't inatructed 
121 her anything, I've raiaed an objection aa to the 
122 question. 
123 MR. FINHEYl Okay. fine. 
124 Q. So my question again.isi Have you given mo 
125 your full understanding of what happened in the 

20 

1 that you know about the Armenian Genocide? 

2 A. That I know? I wasn't there, so, yea. 

3 Q. Okay. Have you told me your full 

4 underatending of what happened with respect bo the 

5 Armenian Genocide? 

6. A. I don't have a full understanding. 

7 0. All right. Do you — do you have an 
8 understanding of anything other than what you've 

9 related to me with respect to that event? 

10 A. I'm not a student of history. I'm still 

11 trying to figure it all out. 

12 NR. FINNEY: Don, I'd Just like you to ask 

13 her to answer the question which is: Do you » have 

14 you told me everything that you know and understand or 

15 not? I didn't ask her to tell me she's not a student 

16 of history. I Just — it's a 'yes' or "no" queation. 

17 MR. BREY: Nell, 1 — think the question is 

18 ambiguous on a number of levels. One, you're using the 

19 torn 'Armenian Genocide" which is — is not a tern 

20 that, you know, is — is — is really — everyone 

21 embraces. 

22 NR. FINNEY: Right. That's why I used four 

23 terms. 

24 NR. BREY: Second, you're asking about 

25 knowledge, then you're asking about opinions, then 

V 

19 21 

1 Armenian Genocide in 19157 

2 A. Yeah. 

3 a. You have no knowledge of any other facts, you 

4 have no knowledge of any other opinions or points-of 

5 view other than what' you've already stated: is that 

6 correct? 

7 A. Repeat it with .the term "knowledge." . 

0. Nell, again, I'm not asking yon to tell me 

9 what happened) none of us were there, okay? I'm aaking 

110 you your understanding of what happened. 

11 Your answer waa: An event happened that 

12 constituted World War I ~ 

jl3 A. No.. I didn't say it constituted World War 1. 

114 I said it was during World War I. 
lis Q. It happened during tforld War I. A lot of 

116 things happened during World War I, and you know 
117 nothing about it other than that. That was your' — 

18 essentially your statement. 

19 And I'm juat aaking you: la that your full 

120 understanding, or is that your truncated understanding? 
121 I'd like to know your full understanding of what 

122 happened with respect to those eventa. 

123 A. Wall, I'm net a student of history, and I'm 

124 still trying to figure it all outi 
125 Q. Okay. Have you told me everything, then. 

1 you're asking about other things that are irrelevant to 
2 the case. 

3 1 think the witness is trying to respond as 

4 bast she can, but the question is aitbiguoua. 

5 NR. FINNBY; Okay, well, let me try it 

6 again. 

7 BY MR. FINNEY! 

8 Q. My original question waa to tell me your 

9 understanding of the events in the Ottoman Empire in 

10 1915 that haa variously been referred to the "Armenian 

11 Genocide," the "Great Calamity," and the "Armenian 

12 Holocaust" and the "Armenian Massacres." Generally, 

13 we're talking about the events that are really the 

14 subject of this complaint, ckay? 

15 NR. BRBYi I ~ I — 1 would object. They're 

16 not the subject of this complaint. 

17 MR. FINNEY: Let ma — let ma finish ~ let 

IB me finish what I'm saying, and you can then state your 

19 objection, okay? 

20 NR. FINNEY: 

21 Q. So you then gave me a response. And all I'm 

22 asking you, is that your full response to that 

23 question? You have no knowledge, you have no 

24 understanding of any other facts renting to that other 

25 than what you've told me so far: is that correct? 
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1 A. 1 am not a student of history. I'm net a 

2 scholar of history, I didn't know that this event even 

3 occurred until Mr. Kcikorian brought it to my 

4 attention. I'm still trying to sort it all out. 

5 So I can't give you an anawar today as to 

6 what my opinions are or what tho facta are because I 

7 haven't gathered all the facts, and I haven't rendered 

8 an opinion. 

9 Q. Okay. And 1 didn't aak you for facto or 

10 opinions. I just asked you for any further information 

11 on your understanding of those events. And you either 

12 have them or you don't. It's a "yes" or "no" question. 

13 Do you have any further understanding of 

14 those events, and if so, please relate these to me. 

13 A. Sir, I really don't get what you're trying to 

IE get with "understanding of the events." I wasn't 

17 there. 

18 Q. Okay. For example, do you — do you have any 

19 understanding of how many persons were killed or who 

20 died as a result of those events? 

21 A. Do I have an understanding? 

22 Q. las. 
23 A. I'm not sure. I don't know what that word 

24 means. 

25 Q. Okay. Do you know how these people were 

23 

1 killed? Do you have any understanding of how these 
2 people were killed? 

A. HO. 

Q. Okay, nhat is your understanding of what 

5 occurred ttiat — I'm sorry. 

Do you know — for example, do you know if 

7 the gqvemment was responsible for the deaths that 

8 occurred, or if it was just a result of some civil 

strife? 

10 A, From what has been gathered, there has been 

11 no trial to detenaine whether the government was 

12 involved or not. 

13 Q. Let me ask you about the Jewish Holoca'ust. 

14 Have you heard about the events that constitute the 

15 Jewish Holocaust? 

MR. BRBF: I — I ~ X would object as to 

relevancy. You can answer the questions 

A. Yes, 

Q. Okay. How, you weren't there for those 

events, were you? 

A. Ho. 

Q. Okay. Bo how is it that you have an 

understanding of what happened at the Jewish Holocaust? 

A. Hell, first off, there was e trial to which 

the people that perpetrated the crime were convicted. 

24 

1 Second, I've had the opportunity to witness 

2 the death camps. 

3 Third, I've had tho opportunity to get to 

4 know Holocaust survivors. Including Gerda Klein, who is 

5 a world-renowned author of her experiences. 

6 Fourth, I had tho opportunity to meet with 

7 one of tho JAG officers that was part of the Nuremberg 

8 Trial, and so — 

9 And fifth, that was studied pretty much in 

10 school from the time I was in the fourth grade. 

11 So the Holocaust — oh, and I've been to the 

12 Holocaust museums, both in the United States, in 

13 Germany, and In Israel. 

14 Q. Okay. 

15 A. So I've had an opportunity to witness the 

16 aftermath, soo pictures, and have a clearer 

17 understanding because perhaps, 45 of my. years of lifo -

18 - and I'm just guessing at the age — I don't knbw when 

19 I first had this part of history, but sometime In late 

20 grade' school or early high school, I learned about the 

21 Holocaust. 

22 a. ' Okay. And — so then — then the question 

23 becomes: Have you seen, read, or heard anything about 

24 these events that we're talking about today which are 

25 the Armenian Genocide, the Great Calamity, the Armenian 

25 

1. Holocaust? 

2 A. I've read things about it, yes. 

3. Q. Okay. And — but based upon the stuff you've 

4 seen, read, and heard about the Holocaust, you've 

5 developed some understanding.of it. 

6 Based upon what you've seen, read, and heard 

7 about the Armenian Genocide, you have no understanding 

8 of it? 

9 MR. BREY: Objection. 

10 A. I havo a limited understanding because I 

11 don't have the same experience with history that X do 

12 with the Holocaust. 

13 Q. Okay. I'm going to give you something that's 

14 been marked as Exhibit A. That is a — an article from 

15 a newspaper called The Daily — I'm sorry, "Today's 

16 Zaman." 

Do you know what that is? Hhat is "Today's 17 

18 zaman"? 

A. 

Q. 
21 Schmidt? 

A. 

0. 

19 

20 

(Perusing document.) 

Do you know what "Today's Zaman" is, Mrs. 

Hay J please have time to read this, 

23 0. Oh, I'm sorry. Yos. Sure. 

24 (EXHIBIT A HARKED FOR IDENTIF1(»TI0H) 

25 A. (Perusing doeumont.) 

sir? 
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1 0< Okay. Mrs. Schmldti what la "Today'a Zaman"? 

2 A. I believa It'a a periodical in Turkey. 

3 Qi Okay. It'a a — it'a a newapaper in Turkey. 

4 Would that would be your undoratanding? 

5 A. Feriodicalf newapaper. sonath'ing that la read 

6 by Turkey'a cltizena. 

7 0. Okay. And on June the 4th of thla year, you 

8 — you were publiahed in Today'a Zaman in Turkeyi la 
a that correct? 

lie A. Yea. 

111 Q. You wrote an editorial? 

12 A. Yea. 

13 Q. And that waa to coincide with Preaident 

114 obama'a viait to that countryi ia that correot? 

IS A. Hell, it coincided with hla wiait, yes. 

116 Q. That waan't the purpoae of it, to coincide? 

117 A. Ho. It waan't the purpose, but it did 

118 coincide, 

119 Q. Did you write this editorial? 

120 A. Yea. 

121 Q. You did? Those are your words? 

122 A. Yea. 
123 Q. Did anyone else help you to write it? 

124 A. 1 had it edited by ny chief of staff. 

125 0. Okay. And did any outside person, such as 

1 Do you see that? 

2 A. Yes. 

3 Q. What — what are you referring to that 

4 happened in 1915 that must never be forgotten? 

• 5 A. Well, there, obviously was an incident that 

6 happened In 1915. 

7 Q. And what waa that incident? > 

8 A. Hell, there waa something that went on in 

9 Turkey that involved Turks and Armenians, 

110 <2, Okay. And what ia it that you remember about 

11 — or that you know or have an understanding of about 

112 thoso events? 

13 A. Hell, I don't remember them because I wasn't 

14 there. 

15 0. Alght. 

116 A. And I'm still trying to have a complete 

117 understanding of those events. 

lis Q. 1 understand that. But you told all the 

19 people of Turkey that we shouldn't forget these events. 

20 I'm asking you: nhat is It that we're supposed to 

I 21 remember? 

122 A. Hell, we shouldn't forget the past. 

1.23 Q. And what is it about the events of 1915 that 

I 24 we're supposed to remember? 

125 A. Hhen I become a scholar of this, I'll let you 

27 291 

1 Mr. Fein or anyone else, help to write this? 
2 A. NO. 

3 Q. You had it edited, but the original draft 

4 cams off of your word processor or pent is that right? 

5 A. Hell, I don't use a word processor, 

6 Q. Okay. So the original draft waa a 

7 handwritten version from youT 

8 A. Actually, it was an oral version to my chief 

9 of staff. 

110 Q. You dictated this to hlm7 

I'll A. The ideas of it, yes. 

112 Q, Okay. And in this, you talk about the 

113 Armenian Genocide Aeaolution, right? 

114 A, Where are' you putting this in here so Z know 

lis what you're referring to? 

16 0, Hell, we could start with the bold headline 

117 that says: "U6 Congrosa should not debate the Armenian 
18 genocide roaolution." 

19 A. Okay. 

120 Q. Hero those your words, or was that something 

121 the Daily (aio) Zaman added? 
122 hi. That I'm nob sure of. 

123 Q. Okay. Now, in the — in the vary last 

j24 paragraph of that it says, "What happened in 1915 must 

I 25 never be forgotten." 

1 know, 

2 Q. Okay, But when you wrote this on June the 

3 4th of 2009, you had no understanding at all of what 

4 happened in Turkey in 1915 them is that right? 

5 A. I said I had limited understanding. 

6 Q. Okay. And I've asked you four times this 

7 morning to tell us what that limited understanding is, 

8 and you've told me nothing. 

9 A. Hell, basically, that events happened. 

110 Q. Events happened. And what were those events? 

11 A. People got killed on both aides. How many 

112 people? I don't know. 

13 Q. And that's your total sum and substance of 

114 your understanding of that event? 

IS A. That's about the basic understanding, yes, 

116 0. Do you have knowledge of an historical figure 

17 by the name of Atatfrom Turkey? 

18 A. Yes. 

19 Q. Hho was Atat 

j;20 A. Atatfought in World War I. He also became 

121 the first modern-day leader of Turkey. 

122 Q. Okay. Is that the total sum and substance of 

I 23 your understanding of Atat 

124 A, I know that he secularized Turkey, put it in 

25 a — he allowed it to become a modern country. 
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1 Q> Okay. And do you have anything elae to ahare 

2 with ua about Atat Do you have any understanding — any 

3 other understanding about AtatlnvoLvement in Turkish 

4.history or world history? 

5 A. Re fought bravely, according to the Turks in 

6 fforld War I, and he became their leader and he 
7 laodernlaed Turkey. He secularized Turkey. He refused 

8 to let religion become part of its constitution or its 

9 government. Re created a secular Turkey. 

lie Q. Okay. Now, with respect to the events we're 

11 going to — I'm going to refer to them today as the 

112 "Armenian Genocide." Again, these are the things that 

113 are talked about in the complaint so we — just so we 

14 have an understanding. 

lis What authors or what third — I'm sorry. 

16 What books or third-party sources have you 

117 oonaldered — have you read — have you — have you 

18 read any books about the Armenian Genocide? 

19 A. Yes. 

120 Q, Yoo have? What book have you read? 

Ill -A. I can't remember at this point. I road a ton 

22' of books each year. 

123 Q. So you say — you » you'd never even heard 

I 24 of the Armenian Genocide until Mr. Rrikorian first told 
25 you about it? 

32 

1 information about the Armenian Genocide? 

2 A. I can only — only one. 

3 Q. Okay. And who was that? 
4 A. You know, I think the name was Guenter Levy's 
5 book — 
6 Q. Okay. 

7 A. — but I could be wrong with the way I'm 

8 pronounoing it. 

9 Q. Okay. And you read Guenter Levy's book? 

10 A. res. 

11 Q. And you believe that to be authoritative on 

12 the question of the Armenian Genocide? 

13 A. Authoritative? I believe it is a book that 

14 talks about the situation that occurred in 1915. I 

15 don't believe that it is the be-all/end-all book. 

16 Q. Okay. And you've,read the entire book, and 

17 yet today, you can't tell me anything other than that 
18 some, people died and it was during World War 1? 

19 A. Yes. Because I can't remember everything in 

20 that book. I read a ton of books. 

21 Q. I didn't ask you to remember everything in 

22 the book. 

23 I asked you: Do you remember anything else in the 

24 book other than those two things? 

25 A. That was the, you know — the gist that came 

t 
V. 

31 33 

1 A. Right. 

2 0. And when was that? 

3 A. When he came to my office. 

4 Q. And when was that? JUst give me a month, a 

5 year. 

6 A. I couldn't tell you. 

7 Q. Was it within the last 24 months? 

A. Twenty-four months? Ho. 

9 Q. Hell, let's just say it's — it's been since 

110 you've been in Congress. 

11 A. Right. 

112 Q. Okay. And how many books about the Armenian 
13 Genocide have you read since you've been in Congress? 

114 A. Specific books or books that have ancillary 

I IS opinions or — 

116 0. Either one — either way — either that are 
17 specifically — 

!18 A. I couldn't tell you. 
19 Q. Okay. More than one? 
20 A. Probably. 

21 Q. Okay. Can you — 

22 A. Absolutely more than one, but 1 don't know 
123 how many. 

124 Q. Okay. Can you name a single book title or a 

125 single author that you've read that gave you 

1 out of that book was that there are questions about 

2 what happened and how you can characterize what 

3 happened. 

Q. Okay. And. have you read any articles or 

5 periodicals or newspaper articles about the Armenian 

6 Genocide? 

A. I'm aura I have. 

Q. Okay. Can you — do you recall any aothors 

9 or any specific articles? 

10 A. Ho. 

11 Q. When did you read these articles? 

12 A. Couldn't tell you. 

13 Q. Okay. Have you read anything to prepare for 

14 the deposition today? 

is A. Ho. 
16 Q. Okay, why don't you toll us, what is 

17 "genocide"? Do you have an understanding of what 

18 genocide is? 

19 A. I do have an understanding of what genocide 
20 is. 

21 0. Okay. Why don't you tell us? 

22 A. It ia my understanding from the United 

23 Nation's definition that it has to he government 

24 sponsored, and it has to deal with some ~ I'm probably 

25 excluding some because I don't have it, their clear 
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1 definltioni written down — either ethnic cleansing ox 
2 religious cleansing, and it has to be government 
3 sponsored. And 1 think that there are a couple oC more 

4 things In there. 

5 0- Okay. So your understanding at genocide Is 
6 that it's — it's related to an ethnic group or a 

7 religion and has to be government sponsored. And what 

8 else? 

9 A. That's all I know that I can remember at this 

110 point. 
11 Q. Okay. Hhen you say "cleansing," do you mean, 

12 like, just having them leave the area or are you 

13 talking about murdering people? 

114 A. Well, that's What I believe their term is. 

15 So I — you know, I'm not an attorney. I'm not going 

16 to make assuniptlons on what that means. 

17 0- I'm not asking about your aasumptlonsi I'm 

18 asking for your understanding. Your understanding 

19 might be right, it might be wrong, it might bo completo 

120 or incomplete. That's fine. 
21 I'm just trying to get your understanding of 

I 22 what the term "genooide" is. Does it involve the death 

I 23 of people or just asking them to forcibly leava a 

124 particular area? 

125 A. 1 don't know. 

36 

1 Q. Okay. You — you are not — are you or are 

2 you not aware that some people have advanced that 

3 theory? 

4 A. I'm still trying to figure out what the 

5 theory is. 

6 Q. The theory is that denial is part of the 

7 process of genocide or part of the act of genocide.' 

8 Are you aware that some people assert that or 

9 not? 

10 A. No. 

11 (EXHIBIT B MARKED FOR IDENTIFI(»TION) 

12 Oi Okay. And then in your complaint — 

13 actually, I looked at four different paragraphs. You 

14 tell us that you do not deny that the Armenian Genocide 

15 occurred. That that's — I'll just read you a couple 

16 things from your complaint. In paragraph 8, you say — 

17 A. Whore — whore — what document? Can I road 
18 the whole document? 

19 MR. FINNEY: Hell, it's just your complaint 

20 before the Ohio Elections Commission. 

21 A. I know, but — but I don't have a copy of it 

22 in front of me. 

23 NR. FINNEY: Okay. Hell, that's fine. 

24 That's fine. This is going to be an exhibit. What is 

25 that with the exhibits? 
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1 Q. Okay. Thank you. How, there are some 

2 authors who have suggested that continuing the denial 

3 of an event constitute part of the genocide itself — 

4 that the — that the genocide continues after the fact 

9 with a cover-up and denial of those events. 

6 Have you heard any of those 

7 interpretations? 

A. Could — could you repeat that because you 

9 were fuitbllng with the papers, and I couldn't really 

110 understand what you were saying. 

111 Q. Okay. Well, just listen to my words. You 

12 don't have to watch my hands, okay? 

113 My question was: There are some authors who have 

14 suggested that part of the act of genocide includes the 

15 denial of the genocide that occurs after the fact. 

116 That — that the process of genocide is — is not just 
117 what happens to the people who are subject to it, but 

18 also that — that afterwards, that there's a 

19 coordinated stteiipt to deny the fact that that 

1.20 occurred. 

I 21 Are you familiar with any of those 

I 22 interpretations of the — the — the process of 

123 genocide? 
24 A. That's Interesting, and I think it's a little 

125 convoluted, but that's an interosting interpretation. 
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NR. BOLINGER: This is actually — I think 

2 that might be the second complaint, Chris. 

3 NR. FINNEY: Oh, I'm sorry, You're right. 

4 NR. BOLINGER: I think this would be — 

MR. FINNEY: Okay. That's all right. He'll 

6 let her hold onto that. That's fine. (Handing.) 

7 Do you have enough copies for Mr. Brey and Mr. Fein of 

8 that? 

A. Okay. Paragraph 8 here says — 

18 NR. FINNF.Y: No. No. 

11 A. — the above ~ 

12 MR. FINNEY: Mrs. Schmidt, Mrs. Schmidt ~ 

13 THE WITNESS: — sentence falsely accuses me, 

14 Jean Schmidt, of taking — 

15 MR. FINNEY: Don, can you stop her, please? 

16 NR. BREY: He hasn't asked you a question. 

17 You can respond to the question when he asks it. 

18 THE WITNESS: Oh, well, he said paragraph 8. 

19 Okay. 

20 NR. FINNEY: Hell, I'll — I'll ask the 

21 questioni you answer. I'm actually going to ask you to 

22 refer to Exhibit C. 

23 (EXHIBIT C HARKED FOR IDENTIFICATION) 

24 Q. In paragraph 8 you start off and you say, "I 

25 have never denied an Armenian Genocide." 
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1 Do you see that there? 

2 A. Yea. 

3 Q> And In paragraph 12 you say, after an 

4 Introductory phrase, I have not "denied the Armenian 

5 Gonoolde," 

C Do you soo that there? 

1 A. Yes. 

a 0. And my question 1st Uhat Is your position on 

'9 tdiether or not an Armenian Genocide occurred? 

10 A. Part of the definition Is that It has to be 

11 government sponsored. And from what I have gleaned, 

12 and I am not a student of history, there has not been 

13 any definitive position that It was government 

14 sponsored. There has never been a tribunal that has 

15 stated It one way or tho other. 

16 Q. Okay. 

1? A. I am still trying to gather information 

IB regarding this aspect of history. 

19 0. And what are you doing to gather that 

20 information? 

21 A. Ohen time permits, reading this — reading, 

22 talking, surfing the Internot, whatever it takes to get 

23 that Information. But it's very limited because time 

24 is precious, and I have to learn other things too. 

25 0. And you've read Guenter Levy's book to help 

40 

1 MR. FINNEY: I got you. Okay. 

2 BY NR. FINNEY: 

3 0. Hell, lot me ask you this; Is It — Is It 

4 your position at this point that you refuse to 

5 recognize or acknowledge that the genocide occurred In 

6 Turkey with respect to the Anmnlans In 1915 and 1916? 

7 Is that a safe assessment on your position on that? 

8 A. Could you repeat that? 

9 Q. Okay. Is it true that you refuse to 

10 recognize or acknowledge, as you sit here today, and as 

11 this has been debated in Congress, that a genocide 

12 occurred In 1915 and 1916 in what is modern-day Turkey? 

13 A. I think that's a very misleading question, 

14 sir. As I've stated before, I have incomplete 

15 knowledge to determine whether a genocide occurred or 

16 It didn't occur, and that has been my position all 

17 along. 

IB Q. All right. Now, one of your — well, 

19 actually, I think this Is written by one of your 

20 attorneys. I coold'be wrong about that. I'll show you 

21 what I'm going to mark as Exhibit D [sic]. 

22 Have you ever seen this document before? 

23 MR. BREY: I think this Is Ei Isn't It? 

24 MR. FINNEY: B — I'm sorry. Exhibit E. Let 

25 me re-mark that. Hay I? 
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1 you to understand that? 

2 A. Quite some time ago, yes. 

3 Q. About how many pages was Guenter Levy's book? 

4 A. I don't know. 

5 Q. Is It more than a hundred? 

6 A. Oh, yeah. 

7 0. It is — it's a long book, 

B A. Oh, 1 don't think it's a long booki I think 

9 It's a medium-sized book. 

10 (EXHIBIT O NARKED FOR IDENTIFICATION) 

11 Q. Okay. Hell, let's look at Exhibit O just so 

12 — I'm just trying to understsnd your position. This 

13 Is the definition of gonoolde that's been adopted by 

14 the Onltsd Nations. 

15 Have you ever seen this befoze? 

16 A. (Perusing document.) Actually — I — I 

17 think — 1 — I'm not sure where you got this document. 

IB Q. Okay. So do you — do you acknowledge the 

19 United Nations' definition of genocide when you were 

20 referring to — 

21 A. Is this the United Nations document? 

22 Q. It is, yes. 

23 HR. BREYi I ~ 1 would object. In fact, 

24 this is not. This Is a summary of the United States 

25 treaty language. It Is not the treaty language Itself. 

1 (EXHIBIT E MARKED FOR IDENTIFICATION) 

2 BY HR. FINNEY: 

3 0. Have you ever seen this document before? 

No. 

This Is published by the Turkish Coalition of 

l'believe It's authored by your attorney, Mr. 

A. 

0. 
6 America. 

7 Fein. 

And why don't you just read to us the fourth 

9 paragraph of that document? 

10 A. "Congresswoman Schmidt has, on numerous 

11 occasions, voiced her opposition to such resolutions 

12 and then maintains that the historical question Is not 

13 appropriate for Congress to legislate. The 

14 Congresswoman, based on her Independent research, does 

15 not believe the tragic events of World War I In which 

16 both Armenians and Tur)es were killed In harrowing 

17 numbers constitute genocide, an accusation that has 

IB never been proven In a court of law. Her conclusions 

19 accord with renowned Middle East scholar, Bernard Lewis 

20 of Princeton University, and other respected 

historians." 

Q. Okay. And In there — again, I believe this 

Is written by Mr. Fein, It says that the Congresswoman 

"does not believe that the tragic events of World War 

I," moaning the Armenian Genocide, "constitute 
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1 geneelde." 

8 Do you see that? I paraphrased. 

S A. Yes. 

4 Q> And la bhafc an aoourate refleotlon of what 

5 your position la on the Gonooldo? 

S A. Hell, I think that's Hr. Faln's 

t Interpretation, 
,8 Q. Okay. And I didn't ask you that. X asked 

9 you IE that's an aeeurata Interpretation of your 

110 position, that you don't not believe that the traglo 

11 events — 

112 A. Ky position Is — 

13 Q. Let na finish my question. See, we have to 

I Id do that for the court reporter. 
IS A. Okay. 

116 Q. Is It your position that the tragic events of 

117 Rorld War I do liot constitute genocide dealing with 
18 Armenians and Turks? 

119 A. I don't think that's what ha said. 

120 0. Yeah. Let's read It. I'll paraphrase It 

I 21 here.' Does not believe — 

22 A. Hell. no. Don't paraphrase It. Let's, go 

123 with what he actually said. 
124 Q. Hell, let's — okay. He'll start with the 
{25 word "does." So Mrs. Schmidt... "does not believe the 

44 

1 I am asking you; Is that an accurate reflection 

2 MS. BRBY! I'm going to object — 

3 MR. FINNEY: Let me finish the question and 

4 then you can object. 

5 BY HR. FIHNBY: 

6 Q. Does that statement reflect accurately your 

7 position on the Genocide or not? 

B HR. BREY: I would object. The question has 

9 been asked and answered, I bolleve appropriately. If 

10 you — if you havo a different answer, you can tell 

11 him. If — If It's the same answer, you can tell him 

12 that. 

13 A. It's the same answer. I don't know how — I 

14 — I — I have to give you what I believe. 

15 HR. FINNEY: I think we'd like to get Fhll on 

16 the line to see IE we can force an answer to that 

17 question. 

IB NR. BRBY! You're — you're welcome to do It. 

19 You're spending your own tine. She has answered the 

20 question. If — If her statement position Is consistent 

21 with that, then It's consistent. If It's Inconsistent 

22 with that. It's Inconsistent. But you can't Impeach 

23 her that way. He wasn|t even her lawyer at that time. 

24 MR. FINNEY! I'd like to get Phil on the 

25 line. Do you have the numbecY Do you want' to get It, 
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1 traglo events of Horld Har I In which both Armenians 

2 and Turks were killed In harrowing numbers constitute 

3 genocide." 

4 A. That's what Mr. Fein says, 

I' 5 0. Thank you. You've already told me that and 

6 that's not my question. My question Is: Does that 

7 comport with your understanding of the events of 1915 

B In Turkey? 

9 A. I've told you that I don't have enoug): 

110 knowledge to determine one way or the other whether it 

111 was a genocide. 

112 (CERTIFIED (2DESIICH) 
13 Q. Okay. And so, again, I'm going to-ask you — 

114 Hr. Fein has given us a description of what ybur 
115 position Is and I'm asking yout Is that description 

116 accurate or Inaccurate? 

117 A. And I'm telling you that I've always stated I 

I IB don't have enough knowledge to say whether It was or It 

119 wasn't s genocide. I've also said that there has been 

120 no tribunal that has put It as a genoolde or not as a 

121 genoolde. 
22 Q. Okay. And I'm asking you agalni Mr. Fein 

123 has said that you do not believe the traglo events of 
124 Horld Har 1 In which Armenian and Turks were killed In 

25 harrowing numbers constitutes genocide. 
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1 Josh? 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

HR. BRET: I — I've got the number. 

THE VIDBOGRAFHBR; Off the record? 

HR. BRBY: Yeah. Off the record. 

MR. FIlrilEy: Ho, stay on the record. 

HR. HARTHAN: No. We're going to stay on. 

MR. FINNEY: Please stay on the record. 

B HR. BREY: His number: First push 9, then 

9 push 1-614, then 466-3205. 

10 OPERATOR: Ohio ElecUons. 

11 HR. FINNEY: He're looking for Phil Rlchter. 

12 This Is Chris Finney and Don Brey. 

13 HR. BRBY! How are you doing? 

14 OPERATOR: Oh, very good. Let's see If 1 can 

15 got through to him. 

16 I8OTTO VOCE D16CUSSI0H) 

17 OPERATOR! I apologias for the hold. I've 

IB tried calling him twice and I've gotten no response. I 

19 can ~ what-all would you want me to do? You want me 

20 to havo him give you — 

21 HR. FIHNBY: He'll just rack up a list of 

22 these questions, and when we get him, we'll ask him all 

23 of them. 

24 OPERATOR: Okay. Hell, that would definitely 

25 work. I wont ahead and left a message to have him check 
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1 baak in. 
2 HR. PINHBYi Why don't wo glvra you a nunibar 
3 uheice he eon call. Josh, glvo Mm your number. 
4 OPERATOR: Absolutely. Let ne get a pen. 

5 Okay? 
6 
1 
8 
9 Mold on. 

10 
11 
12 
13 

NR. FlNNEy: Yeah. 
MR. B01IH6BR: It Is — 

MR. FINNEY: Hold on. He's getting a pen. 

OPERATOR: All set. 

COURT REPORTER: Certified? 

HR. FINNEY: He'll come back to It. 

MR. BOLIHGERI Okay. The number to dial 

14 that'll get you the hotel manager and It's (859) 371-

15 6166. And then when you speak with the parson there, 

16 they can patch you into this confexei:ce room — this 

17 phone. All right? 

IB OPERATOR: Okay. I will go ahead and give 

19 him the message when he checks back In and have Mm 

20 give you a f»ll. 

21 

22 you. 

23 

24 

25 

MR. BOLINGER: I ~ wa appreciate It. Thank 

NR. FINNEY: Thanks. 

OPERATOR: Oh, you're very welcome. Bye-bye. 

MR. FINNEY: There was a question, I don't 
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1 think It was the last one, but one of them where I 

2 asked her If Mr. Fein — If his statement on Exhibit E 
3 was an accurate or inaccurate recitation of her 

4 position of the Armenian Genocide. And she gave a 

5 longer answer than I had asked for. And that's the 

6 question that I would like to have certified for the 

7 record. 

8 NR. BRBY: Actually, I think he asked that 

9 three times, so you might as well mark them all. I get 

10 the feeling that he didn't like her answer. 

11 BY MR. FINNEY: 

12 Q. Are you aware of any statement that Pope John 

13 Paul II haa made about the Armenian Genocide? 

14 HR. BRBY: ' Objection. Relevancy. 

15 Qi You can answer. 

16 HR. BRBY: You can answer If you want to. 

17 A. Only In the context of what Nr. xrlkorian 

18 reported. 

19 Q. Okay. So you've read his brochure In which 

20 ha quoted what Pope John Paul had to say about it? 

A, Yes. 

Q, Okay. Have you done any Independent — made 

23 any Independent effort to verify that? 

A. No. 

Q. Okay. Are you aware of the fact that Pope 

21 

22 

24 

25 
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1 John Paul has said that this was a — the — that It 

2 was the Armenian Genocide? 

3 MR. BRBY: Objection. Relevance.. 

4 A. Only what was In the brochure. 

5 Q. Okay. Arc you aware that Ronald Reagan has 

6 referred to the events In Armenia of 1915 as a 

7 genocide? 

8 A. Only what was in his brochure. 

9 Q. Okay. And you've mado no attempt to verify 

10 that those were accurate? 

11 A. No. 

12 Q. Okay. And It's your position that an — an 

13 event cannot be deemed to be a genocide unless there 

14 has been a court finding that, In fact. It has — It 

15 was a genocide: Is that right? 

16 A. Hell, I think you have to have a tribunal to 

17 determine whether a genocide has occurred ox not. 

18 That's a very serious crime. 

19 Q. Sure. And — and — and — and frem your own 
.20 perspective, unless there's been a final finding by a 
21 tribunal of that. It's not genocide: is that correct? 

22 A. The definition of "genocide" has In It that 

23 It's governnmnt sponsored. 

24 Q. So the fact that the ~ the — the fact that 

25 you have not gotten to In the case of the — avonts In 

.• I 
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In Turkey relating to the Armenians In 1915 Is the 

2 fact that you're not convinced It was government 

3 sponsored. It's not that there hasn't been a final 

4 finding by a tribunal that It was a genocide: is that 

5 right? 

A. Hell, I think you have to have a tribunal to 

7 really determine something of that nature. 

Q. Okay. In — attached to your complaint — 

MR. FINNEY: Is this the one that was 

10 attached to the compliant. Josh? And then the other 

11 one is the one that they produced in discovery? 

NR. BOLINGER: That's discovery. This Is 

13 discovery. 

MR. FINNEY: Hhere Is the one Uiat was 

15 attached to the complaint? Or Is that attached to the 

16 complaint? Go we'll just ask her to look at the 

complaint. 

MR. BOLINGER: Right. 

BY NR. FINNEY: 

Q. Go ahead and look back at Exhibit C, pleaao. 

A. (Perusing document.) 

0. Attached to Exhibit C as an exhibit Is a 

Excel spreadsheot. Exhibit 4. Can you look at that, 

please. 

A. (Perusing document.) Whoever put those 

17 

18 

19 

20 
21 

22 

23 
24 

25 
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1 together — sorry, the numbers on this one are not In 

2 order. 

3 a. okay. Can you tell us what Exhibit 4 ls7 

4 It's Interesting, In the complaint It really doesn't 

5 reference It, I don't think, so we couldn't tell from 

6 the complaint what Exhibit 4 Is. Can you tell me what 

7 that is? 

8 h. It looks like a contributions sheet. 

9 Q. it sure does, nhat — what are those 

10 contributions? What — what would — how would you 

11 describe what this is? 
12 A. Hell, not knowing where they came from, but 
13 Q. Hell, let's — 

14 A. — I would imagine these ace contributions to 

15 me. 

16 . Q. Okay, let's try it like thia. Look at the 

17 fourth page of that document, if you would, the overall 

16 document. Exhibit C? 

19 A. Okay. 

20 Q. No. 

21 A. It says Exhibit 3. 

22 Q. Ho. I'm sorry. Mrs. Schmidt, the overall 

23 document is called Exhibit c. 

24 A. Okay. Vou said the fourth page. 

25 0. Right. 

1 - A. Hell, Exhibit 4 would be — I have to go back 

2 and find it on this document. 

3 MR. BREY: Tell him what you know. Your last 

4 response said, "I Imagine." He doesn't want you to 

5 speculate. 

6 A. Okay. Hell, these would be contributions to 

7 ray campaign. 

6 Q. These are contributions to your campaign. Is 

9 this the total of all contributions to your campaign in 

10 a particular period of time, or Is this — 

A. Oh, no. 

0. — Is thia a subset? 

A. Yes. 

Q. It's a subset. 

A. Hell, it's — It's — it's part of it, yes. 

Q. Okay. That's good. How, what subset is 
17 this? Somebody did a search or somebody produced soma 

IB records that you attached to your affidavit, what 

19 infoxmation la that supposed to Impart to the Ohio 

20 Elections Conmleslon that you attached that to your 

21 affidavit? 

22 A. I believe It's supposed to show who gave mo 

23 money. 

24 • Q. Is that everybody who gave you money? 

25 A. No. 
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1 A. • Okay. I — I flipped — 

2 Q. It's the complaint itself. 

3 A. One, two Krikorian's letter is three, and the 

4 rest of his letter is four so — 

5 NR. FINHEY: Somehow she doesn't have a full 

6 copy of it. Let me give you my copy. 

A. Okay. I mean — 

8 0. nhy don't we try chat one? I'm sorry. 

9 A. One, two, three — okay, four. 

10 Q, okay. And on that fourth page is — this is 

11 an affidavit, a sworn statement under oath from you, 

12 right? 

13 A. Mn-hmm. 

14 Q. And you submitted this -as evldencs to ths 

15 Ohio Elections commission? 

16 A. Yes. 
17 o. Okay. And attached to your document, that 

18 you tendered to the Elections Commission, is this list 

19 which Is Exhibit 4, which you can.now turn to. 

20 A.- Okay. How that I have a complete document, I 

21 have a better underatanding of where you got thoao 

22 numbers, but the document you gave me before was an 

23 Incomplete document. 

24 Q, Okay. Good. How, tell me what Exhibit 4 is 

25 then? 

1 0. Okay. Then It's soma of the people who gave 

2 you money. 

3 A. Yea. 

4 Q. And It excludes other people who did give you 

5 money? 

6 A. Yes. 

? 0. Okay. And my question is — I know this la 

6 hard, but I'm trying to understand how It is that you 

9 selected these names of people who did give you money 

10 and excluded the names of other people who did not give 

11 you money? 

12 MR. BREYi I would object. The question 

13 assumea facts not in evidence. You're assuming that 

14 Jean Schmidt selected these names, and there's been no 
15 testimony that sho selected them or even those who did 

16 or why. 

17 BY MR. FINNEY: 
18 Q. Hell, you've said that this Is a subset of 

19 the whole of your database for fundralsing/ is that 

20 correct? 

21 A. Yes. 

22 Q. Okay. And what subset does this represent? 

23 A. Since 1 didn't compile it, 1 can't tell you. 

24 .Q. But you attached it to your sworn affidavit 

25 swearing it was something. I presume it — 
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VERIFICATION 

I, Fred Bleakley, swear and aflirm diat the information given in the Re^onses 
wd Objections of Plaintiff, Fred Bleakley, to Defendants' Interrogatories and Requests 
for Production of Documents is true and correct, to the best of my knowledge. 

2009. 

Fred Bleakley 

Sworn to before me and subscribed in my presence on this day of September 

Notary Public 



1 MR. BRBY: I'm — I'm — 

2 Q. — was accurate Infoxmatlon. And I'm asking 

3 you what — what it represents? nhat information Is 

4 the Ohio Elections Commission supposed to divine from 

5 that document? 

6 MR. BRBY: Objection. You assume that she — 

7 you stated In your question that she referenced It in 

6 her affidavit. That assumes facts not In evidence. 

9 And you've also assumed that she '— in your question, 

10 that she personally chose to Include this. Neither of 

11 those — those statements has — Is a iratter of record. 
12 BY MR. FINNBY: 

13 Q. Okay. Hell, let's try It like. this. Why 

14 don't you look at Exhibit C? Just look at the whole 

15 thing — 

16 A. Okay. 
17 0. — because 1 night have mlsasaBinbled It. 

IB It's possible. 

19 A. Okay. 

20 0. Take your time. Look at the Exhibit C. 

.21 My question Is: Has Exhibit 4, In fact, attached 

22 to Exhibit 0 when you signed It? 

23 A. Yes. 

24 Q. It was. Okay. Eo you signed that affidavit 

25 — I'm sorry — Exhibit — Exhibit 4 — you attached 
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1 do take the advice of legal counsel In preparing 

2 documents. 

3 (CERTIFIED QDESTIOH) 

4 Q. And I don't want to violate your 

5 attorney/client privilege, okay? I don't want you to 

6 tell me what your attorney told me — told you. 

7 I want you to tell me what you Intended by. 

8 attaching this as Exhibit 4 to your affidavit with the 

9 Ohio Elections Commission? 

10 A. Again, sir, that would be attorney/client 

11 privilege and — 

12 Q, Ho. It's actually not. 

13 A. Hell, sir ~ 

14 Q. But your attorney would have to raise that as 

15 an objection. My question Is — 

16 MR. BREY: Hhat — what — 

17 (CERTIFIED QUESTION) 
18 Q. — this was attac)iad to your affidavit. Hhat 
19 — what axe we — what does this list constitute, or 
20 what are you trying to tell the Elections Commission 

21 with this information? 

22 MR. BRBY; Holl, first of all, I would 

23 object. You made a false- statement of law. The 

24 privilege belongs to — to — to the client, not to the 

25 lawyer. And either the lawyer or the client can raise 
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1 Exhibit 4 to that affidavit, right? 

2 A. Yes. 

3 Q. And by — and then you — you, or someone on 

4 your behalf, had that tiled with the Ohio Elections 

5 (kunmlsslon? 
6 A. Yes. 
7 Q. Oleay. And why did you Include that two-page 

8 listing of names and contributions and addresses In 

9 your filing with the Ohio Elections Commission? 

10 A. Nell, 1 think that would be part of what my 

11 attorney put together. 

12 Q. I see.. And did you read the affidavit and 

13 the exhibits before you signed them? 

14 A. Yes. 
15 Qi Okay. So you had an understanding of the 

16 Information that you were trying to Impart to the Ohio 

17 Elections Commission at the time you — you signed It, 

IB right? 

19 A. Yes. 

20 (CERTIFIED QUESTION) 

21 Q. Olcay. And what was that information that you 

22 were trying to Impart to the Ohio Elections Commission 

23 by attaching Exhibit 4? 

24 A. One of t(» opportunities all Americans have 

25 Is to have legal counsel. Since I'm not an attorney, I 

1 attorney/client privilege. 

I didn't object because I didn't know If 

3 perhaps she had an Intent that was unrelated to 

4 conversations we had with counsel. If she had an 

5 Intent that's unrelated to eo:nmunlcatlon with counsel, 

6 she can tell you. If she doesn't she can tell you that. 

7 BY MR. FINNBY: 

Q. so you're refusing to answer the question: Is 

9 that my — based upon attorney/client privilege. Is 

10 that my understanding? 

11 A. Yes. 

12 MR. FINNEY: Thank you. Hill you certify 
13 that question? And will you have that on our list when 
14 you talk to Mr. Richter? Thank you. 
15 MR. HARTMAN: Can we make sure the exhibit Is 
16 marked correctly since you exchanged exhibits? I want 
17 to make sure — 
IB MR. BREY: Yeah. Ho can give this — make It 

19 real easy. 

20 MR. HARTMAN: I just don't want the one Mr. 

21 Finney now has to be part of the record as opposed to 

22 the one Ms. Schmidt has. 

23 MR. BREY: We're okay with that. 

24 BY MR. FINNBY: 

25 Q. Okay. Now, you — who — tell me about your 
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1 fundralslng operation. Who runa your campaign/ 

2 generally? Who's your campaign manager, or who's In 

3 charge of running your political campaigns, let's say 

8 In the 2007/2008 election cycle? 

5 A. Who ran the campaign in 2007/2008? 

6 Q. Dh-huh, Or for benefit of the court 

7 reporter, "yes." I know It's a hard question. 

8 A. Well, I had a number of people working with 

9 me. 

10 Q. Yon did? Okay. Well, just tell me all of 

11 them then. 

12 A. Wall, my husband at the time was the 

13 treasurer. 

14 Q. 1 didn't ask about the treasureri I asked you 

15 who ran the campaign and who was your manager? 

16 A. Okay. 

17 NR. BREY: Well, actually, Che last question 

18 was she had a number people working with her, and I 

19 thought you asked who they ware. 

20 BY MR. yINHEY: 

21 0. Okay. Go ahead. 

22 A. Hy chief of staff, which by law. Is allowed 

23 to work on Che campaign. 

24 0. That would be Barry Bennett? 

25 A. That would be Barry Bennett. And then I had 
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1 interns. 

2 0. 

3 A. 

4 0. 

Interns. Do they have names? 

Yeah. But I don't remember them. 

Okay. Who else? 

5 A. Some of which have come onboard my campaign 

6 that I do remember, soiM of which have gone back to 

7 college. 

8 Q. I'm sorry. I'm not asking about your 

9 congressional office funotionst I'm asking about your 

10 campaign functions. 

A. NO. 

Q. . You're saying — 

A. No. Bo — so — 

Q. Let me finish the question. Interns In your 
15 congressional office helped run your campaign? 

A. No. 

g. okay. I want to know who helped run your 

IB campaign. 

A. There are two different kinds of Interns. 

20 You can have interns that work on a campaign. You can 

21 have interna that work in a congressional office. You 

22 can have interns that work on a campaign that end up 

23 working in your congressional office, 

Q. I'm asking you everybody who — I really want 

to know who ran your campaign. You — you were Celling 

11 

12 

13 

14 

16 
17 
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1 people who had management functions — 

2 A. Hell, Barry Bennett would have been the one 

3 that would havo been in charge of my campaign In 2007 

4 and 2008. 
5 Q. Okay. Thank you. And then did you have 

6 someone who helped out on fundralslng or was in charge 

7 of fundralslng? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Okay. And who was that person? 

I wish I could remember. 

Has it a man or a woman? 

A woman. 
And you have no idea who that is? 

I can't remember her'name. 

Okay. How long did she work on your 

16 campaign? 

A. About six months. 

Has she young or old? 

30s — 30-lsh. 

Tall or short? 

About five-five. 

Fat or skinny? 

Skinny. 

Blond, brunette, ox redhead? 

Brunette. 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

A. 

0. 

A. 
Q. 

A. 

0. 

25 

0. 
A. 

O. 

A. 
Q. 

A. 

Q. 

A. 
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1 Q. Thank you. .Now, who is Fhll Greenberg? 

2 A. Fhll Greenberg is my current campaign 

3 fundraiser. 

4 Q. Okay. And did he have any role in your 

5 campaign in the years 2007 and 2008? 
6 A. I'm trying to think when Phil came onboard. 

7 It's when I got — when — when the other person went a 

8 different direction. 

9 NR. BRBY; Can we take ~ 

10 A. 'I don't remember when Phil came onboard, to 

11 be honest with you. 

12 HR. BREY; Can we take a two-minute break? 

13 Both my pens are running out. 

14 NR. FINNEY; Sure. 
15 THE VIDEOGRAPHER; Please stand by. 

16 (OFF THE RECORD) 

17 THE VIDEOGRAPHER; We're now back on the 

18 video record. 

19 BY HR. FINNEY; 

20 Q. Mrs. Schmidt, when we broke, I was asking you 

21 about who Phil Greenberg is. 

22 A. Right. And I ~ when you asked the first 

23 question regarding oampalgns', I had to go baok. Having 

24 six can^aigns in three years, there is a lot of 

25 activity. 
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1 I believe Phil Greenberg came onboerd In 2007 

2 after the other Individual left to puraue other 

3 Intereeta, 

4 Q. Okay. And what was Phil Greenberg'a job with 
5 your oarapalgn.7 
6 A. To ralao money. 
7 Q. Okay. And to whom did he report In that 
8 activity? 

9 A. Hell, In — bo my husband, the treasurer. 

10 (BXKIBIP r HABKBD FOR IDENTIPICATIOH) 
11 Q. He reports to the treasurer. Okay. 

13 And — at some — wall, let me go ahead and 

13 show you. Ekhlblt F. I think. Is the documents that 

14 you-all produced in response to the subpoena — I'm 

15 sorry, to the notice of deposition that we provided and 

IG I think soma third-party subpoenas, too, both bo the 

17 congressional office and the campaign office. 

18 If you want to take a minute to look through 

19 that, you can, but I thinic this is — 

20 MR. FIHMEY: Is the full production of 

21 everything that they gave us? 

22 MR. BOUNCER: That should be, yes, with the 

23 exception of What came today from Don that I just gave 

24 you. 

25 Rf MR. FINNEy: 

1 transpired? When was your first contact, either with 
2 you or with your campaign or with your congressional 
3 office, of representatives advanolng Interests relating 
4 to Turkey? 
5 A. Relating to Turkey? Hell, there have been 

6 occasions where people have come in regarding the 

7 Turkish-American Interest In the Har on Terror. And I 

8 became aware of that soon after I got elected to 

9 Congress. 

10 ' Seme of that was with folks that came Into 

11 the office. Soma of that Is sensitive information that 

12 members, of Congress aro given regarding activities on 

13 the Har on Terror. 

14 Q. You mean briefings from the Defense 

15 Da^artmsnt or tho State Department? 

16 A. That could be included, yes. 

17 Q. Okay. Hell, I'm not asking about any of 

18 that. I'm asking about lobbyists or citizens that have 

19 — or — or even foreign individuals who have 

20 approached you about Turkey's interests of — of 

21 matters before the United States Congress. 

22 A. I — 1 don't remember when those first 

23 occurred. 

24 0. Okay. But at some point In time, someone 

25 contacted you about offering to raise money because you 
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1 ' Q. So Other — other than what we received 

2 today, this Is everything that — at least, we believe 

3 was to be everything you produced In the response to 

4 the notices of deposition and subpoenas that wu 

5 provided, 

MR. BRET: Has this been marked as an 

7 exhibit? 

MR. FIBNET: It is. It's Exhibit — what 

9 does that say on tho front, Mrs. Sohmldt, "F"? 

10 I'HE HITNESS: "F." Yes. 

11 BY MR. FTMNBY: ' ' 

12 Q. Now, first of all, can you just confirm that 

13 that's everything that you produced in response to 

14 those requests for production and subpoenas? 

15 MR. BRBY: Objection. Other than what we 

16 produced this morning. 

17 Q.• Other than what you produced this morning, 

18 right? 

19 A. Yes. 

20 Q. Okay. Now, at some point 'In time In 2007 or 

21 2008, you dovoloped contacts within the Turkish ~ or 

22 Turkish-American communities that raised some funds for 

23 youi is that right? 

24 A. Yes. 

25 Q. Okay. And why don't you tell us how that 

1 were supportive of Interests that Turkish Americans 

2 were Interested in; is that right? 

3 A. Nobody ever came to me, no. 

4 Q. And how about your campaign? 

A. You'd have to ask Mr. Greenberg. 

Q. Okay. Do you have any Turkish friends? 

A. Turkish friends? 

Q. Who had a fundraiser for you? 

A. I've had Turkish fundraisers, yes. 

10 Q. You had — why don't you — let's just talk 
11 about those, nhat " what were your Turkish 
12 fundraisers? 

13 A. Hell, there was one at the Cafe Istanbul. 

14 Q. okay. And — and how was that event 

15 developed? Did somebody contact you or your campaign 

16 about that? Or did you contact them? How did that 

17 emerge? 

18 A. Hell, you would have to ask Nr. Greenberg. 

19 It emerged on my calendar and I went. 

20 Q. So until Mr. Greenberg called you and said 

21 this event was going to occur or until he put it on 

22 your calendar, you didn't know anything about it? 

23 A. Correct. 

24 Q. Okay. Hhy don't you just toll me, generally, 

25 how your campaign works then in terms of strategy, in 
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1 terms of execution. Did you, at some point, learn that 

2 this event was — wall, not this event, but just In 

3 general, do you strateglao and say. Let's go after this 

4 donor or these sets of donors? Or does your campaign 

5 just handle everything? 

t A. ^hey handle pretty much everything. 

7 Q. So you weren't Involved at all In the 

8 fundralslng components of the campaign? 

9 A. Nell,, you're always involved, l mean, I 

10 don't know what you mean by that question. 

11 Q. Hell, let's just say before the solicitations 

12 are made. Before the solicitation are made, you — you 

13 have no Involvement In chat —• In developing tho lists 

14 of who we're going to call for money or have 

15 fundraisers with? You're not Involved In any of that? 

16 A. The lists come from Phlli he generates the 

17 lists. And then ~ 

18 Q. Of — of prosRectlve' donors? 

19 A. Yes. 

20 Q. Okay. Go ahead. 

21 A. And Chen depending upon what he wants me to 

22 do with them, 1 either make a call asking for a 

23 donation — or not a donation — a contribution, or to 

24 attend a fundraiser. 

25 a. Okay. And that's the limit of your 
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1 A. Yes. 

2 0. And why would you pay him as his company 

3 Instead of him Individually? 

4 A. You'd have to ask Mr. Greenberg why that was 

5 set up that way. 

6 0. Okay. And you — did you mention to Mr. 
7 Greenberg that you would be able to raise money from 
8 Turkish Interests, or was that something that ha 
9 decided was a fundraising opportunity? 

10 A. It was something he decided was a fundralslng 
11 opportunity. 
12 Q. And how did he develop ttiat notion? 
13 A. You're going to have Co ask Nr. Greenberg. 
14 Q. Okay. And the Turkish event at Cafe Istanbul 
15 you're talking about was In February of 2008; Is that 

16 right? 
17 A. I don't remember the date. 

18 0. Okay. Go ahead and turn to what Is about the 

19 sixth page of Exhibit F that I've given you. 

20 A. (Perusing document.) 

21 MR. BREY; I hate to Interject, but did we 

22 ever get a copy of the Dse Agreement back because we 

23 need that. 

24 m. FINNEY; Well, I signed It and handed it 

25 to you. 
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Involvement with strategy and direction for tho 

2. campaign In terms of fundralslng? 

3 A. Yes. 

4 Q. OJcay. And that was true In all of 2007 arid 

2008? . 
6 A. Glnco Phil's been onboard, yes. 

Q, Okay. And ho joined when? 

A. 1 — 1 don't know the exact date. 

Q. Hho -- tdio Is Mr, Groonberg? Who does he 

10 work for? Does he work for the congressional office? 

11 Does he work for the campaign? Does ha work fox — 

A. Me only works for the campaign. 

Q. He works for the campaign, and he's paid for 

14 by the oampalgn? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Directly or tlurough some company? 

A. Through a company. 

0. What's his company name? 

A. I'm not sure; I don't handle the checks. 

Q. Okay. So does he work out of the campaign 

. office, or does he work out of an office In DC where he 

Just does --

A. No. He works out of the campaign office or 

the -- or his office In Columbus. 

Q. He has an office In Columbus? 
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MR. BRBYl Did you? 

NR. FINNEYI I told you I wanted s copy back 

3 from you. 

MR. BREYi 1 think you did. 

. MR. BOLINGBRi I didn't see It. They have a 

6 Xerox machine at the front doak. I can make copies. 
7 MR. BREYi I'm sorry. If I've got It, I'll 

8 find It. 
MR. FINNEY: I signed It promptly and handed 

10 It to you. I'd like It If you'd lose It, but — 
NR. BREY: 1 understand. 
THE WITNESS: Turkish lunch. 

13 BY MR. FINNEY: 
Q. Yeah. This Is sent to ~ I guess, from Fhll 

15 Greenberg,'oven though It doesn't have a "From" line. 

16 It's signed, sort of, by him at the bottom. Do you see 

17 that? 

A. Uh-huh. 

Q. And It looks like — the disclaimer at the 

20 bottom Is a "Schmidt for Congress" disclaimer. So that 

— what happens Is he sends It, and It looks like It's 

— even though he's with another company. It looks like 

It's from Schmidt for Congress'and than he sends an E-

mall; Is that right? 

A. Yau|d have to ask him why he sent It that 
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1 way. 

S 0. Ralli X wasn't asking why he sent It that 

3 way« X'n just asking if this pastlculat s-nall was, in 

4 fact, aent that way because It has no "Fxom" line on 

5 it. I'm just trying to understand that. 

C A. Well, this is an B-iaail that was aent. 

1 Q. From Phil Greenberg as if it were from 

8 Schmidt for Congress, as opposed to being from his-

9 company.? 

110 A. • That's what the document says, yea. 

111 Q. And then it's — and then it's sent to 

113 schmidtfocoongre8sGfuse.net. So you see that? 

13 A. Yes. 

114 Q. Who — who is the — who — who gets the E-

I IS mails when they're sent to schmidtforeongressGfuse.net? 

116 A. I have no idea. 

I'l? 0. Do you ever open them up and look at them 
10 when they're sent to schmldtforcongressGfuse.net? 

19 A. No. 

20 Q. Okay. And you have no idea in your operation 

I 2.1 who'd — who would do'that? 
122 A. No. It depends upon the time of the year. 

23 Q. So different people might open that up. 

I 24 That's not, like, targeted to Barry Bennett or to your 

I 25 husband or anything else specifically? 

1 the fundraiser for us," but on the production there was 

2 nothing attached. Do you know if there was something 

3 attached to this E-mail? 

4 A. No. 

5 HB. FINNEY; Don, do you know? 

6 MR. BRBY: X don't know. 

7 MB. FIMNEY: Okay. Hell, 1 would like you to 

8 follow up and get me that you it you wouldn't mind. 

9 MR. BRBY: Well, J — I've ~ I've been told 

10 that this is all we have. 

11 MR. FIHNEYl Hell — 

12 MR. BRBY; The attachments aren't kept. But 

13 you — you can — you can Interview Barry Bennett about 

14 that when you depose him. 

15 MR. FINHBYi Is that the recipient of the E-

16 maU? 

17 NR. BRBY: Ho. That's ~ I'm sorry. Are you 

IB asking her or are you asking me? 

19 NR. FINNEY; I'm asking you. 

20 NR. BREY! No. I think Barry Bennett was the 

21 one who — who — who pulled the documents. 

22 BY NR. FINNEY: 
23 Q. And then when he refers to "Info about our 

24 Turkish friends sent to Sclunldt for Congress," who are 

25 — who are your "Turkish friends"? 
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1 A. I don't know. 

2 Q. Okay. And in this E-mail, Mr. Greenberg says 

3 "Info about our Turkish friends and who is associated 

4 with the people having the fundraiser for us. Please 

5 feel — feel free to pass on to J.S." 

6 Do you know who "J.8." la? 

7 A. Where are you getting that? "Turkish 

8 fundraiser — Turkish-American fundraiser for 

9 Congresswoman 8chmidt will be at the Turkish 

110 restaurant, date" --

11 0. He're on the wrong B-nall. 

12 A. Oh, okay. 

13 Q. This is an E-mail dated — 

114 A. Hell, you said page 8. 

115 Q. I didn't say page 8: I said page 6, actually. 

116 A, Oh, page 6. I'm on the wrong page. One, 

17 two, three, four, five. okay, nrong page, sorry. I 

IB thought you said page 8. 

119 Q. Okay. Have you seen this E-mail previously? 

20 A. No. 

121 Q. Hho is "J.8."? 

'22 A. 1 would assumo it's me. 

123 Q. Okay. And then this seemed to In^ly that 

124 there was something attached, "Info about our Turkish 

125 friends and who was associated with the people having 

1 A. I don't know. 

2 0. Okay. And then on February the 14th ~ this 

3 is addressed to the same address, schmidtfor — 

A. (Ni, where — what page is that? 

0. This is the next page. 

A. Okay. 

Q. I'm sorry. See where it says "Turkish 

contributions online"? 

A. Uh-huh. 
10 Q. And this one is also addressed to 

11 8chmidtforcohgress6fUse.net and copied to 

12 llncolnmccurdyGfuse — GUBA.net. 

13 Do you see that up at the top — 

14 the header? 

15 A. Oh, yeah. 

16 Q. Okey. And thin ono says: "Hi Peter, please 

17 note that" — and Peter, that would be your husbsndt is 

18 that right? 

19 A. Yes. 

20 Q. Okay. "Please note that you may be receiving 

21 some web contributions from Turkish-sounding 

22 individuals in connection with our Turkish-counoil 

23 event to be held this Monday. Please let Lincoln know 

24 these Individuala who contribute to this site for 

PS tracking purposes." 
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VERIFICATION 

I, Kenneth Bleakley, swear and a£5rm that the information given in the Responses 
and Objections of Plaintiff, Kenneth Bleakley, to Defendants* Interrogatories and 
Requests for Production of Documents is true md correct, to the best of my knowledge. 

2009. 

Kenneth Bleakley 

Sworn to before me and subscribed in my presence on this day of September 

Notary Public 
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1 80 Phil Greenberg, in this case, was 

2 referring to'Peter — that looks like Peter, at least 
3 in some eases, opens up these E-mails; is that right? 

4 A. I would assume so. 

5 Q. Okay. And do you know what he — what he's 

6 referring to when he says "Turkish-sounding 
7 individuals"? 

8 A. No. 
9 Q. What is a "Turkish-sounding individual*? 

10 A. Don't know. 

11 Q. Okay. And then ho refers to the "Turklsh-

12 council event." nhat is the "Turkish-council"? 

13 A.' I don't know. 

14 Q. Okay. But this sound like some formal group. 

15 It wasn't just a — an ad hoc group of individuals who 

le got together, but a formal thing called the Turklsh-

17 council. 
18 Could you tell us what that is? 

19 A. I don't know what it la. 

20 Q. Okay. Do you know if it's affiliated with 

21 the Turkish government? 

22 A. Ho. It's not affiliated with the Turkish 

23 government. 
24 Q. How, you didn't know anything about it until 

25 I asked you that question, then you were absolutely 
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1 certain that it wasn't affiliated with the Turkish 
2 government. 

3 How did you know that so Instantly? 

4 MR. BRET: I believe you've mischaracterizsd 

5 her testimony, but you can answer. 

6 A. I don't know who the Turkish-council Is, but 

7 it's not the Turkish government. 

Q. Hell, how do you know that if you don't know 

9 who it is? 

10 A. Because the Turkish government is not the 
11 Turkish-council. 
12 Q. Okay. But do you know iif the Turkish-council 

13 is affiliated with, sponsored by, or Involved with the 

14 Turkish government? 

15 A. with the Turkish — well, it says "Turkish-

IB counoil event," so X don't know what that means. 

17 Q. You don't know. Bo it — for all you know, 

18 it may be associated with the Turkish government. 

19 A. I don't know what the term "Turkish-council 

20 event"'ls. Is that a zeal term, or is that a term that 
21 somebody shortens to talk about something else that you 

22 and I may not have any knowledge of. 

23 ' Q. Right. And sitting here today, you don't 

24 know one way or the other if that's associated in any 

25 way with the Turkish govaznmont? 
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1 

2 is. 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

A. I don't know what the Turkish-council event 

MR. FINNEY; Is that Mark again? 

MR. KRIKORIAN: Is that Hark? 

MR. RICHTER: Ho. It's Phil Richter. 

MR. KRIKORIAN: Oh. 

MR BREV: Hi Phil. 

8 MR. RICHTER: At loast you guys went a while 

9 beforo you called me. 

10 MR. FINNEY: Oh, I don't think it was that 
11 long; we've been waiting for you. Phil, we have two 
12 questions at this point that Hrs. Schmidt is refusing 
13 to answer. 
14 MR. BRBY: Actually, that's not true. She's 

15 answered them; he doesn't like her answers. He wants 

16 her to answer them differently. 

17 I4R. FINNEY: Hall, actually, one she refused 

18 to answer; she claimed attorney/client privilege over. 

19 MR. BREY: That's true. 

20 MR. FINNEY: He'll deal with that one first, 

21 1 guess. 

22 The first one is attached to her complaint, 

23 her affidavit — Sworn SUtement of Mrs. Schmidt, as 

24 Exhibit — as Exhibit 4 ~ is a spreadsheet. 

25 Mr. PHIL: Okay. 

1 MR. FINNEY: Of — of she says it's of some 

2 subset of her contributor list. But then 1 ask her 

3 other questions about that, what, in fact, subset is 

4 that, and why did she attach it, and what information 

5 is she trying to iinpart to the Commission with that, 

6 she refused to answer citing attorney/client privilege. 

7 MR, BREY: Ho. Actually, that's not true. 

8 Hhat she refused to answer is only the last question 

9 about what was your intent of — of including this, 

10 since it's not referenced in your affidavit. It is 

11 attached to her complaint. 

12 She answered the question saying that it was 
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13 attached. She anaweted the question saying it was 

14 attached to her affidavit when.she signed it. 

Hhon he was saying, "nhy waa this attached to 

16 the affidavit? Hhat was your intent," she — aha 
17 indieated that she follows advice of counsel and that 

18 it ~ and claimed attorney/client privilege. 

And I. told her that if you have an intent — 

20 intent apart from communication she had with counsel, 

21 she can bell him that. But if — if — if it's only 

22 based upon coimiunicationa with counsel, she doesn't 

23 have to tell him that. And that's the basis of the 

24 attorney/client privilege claim. 

MR. FINNEY: Why — why don't you go ahead 



I 

1 and read the questlona back. Hold on. I'm going to 

2 have the court reporter — 

3 MR. RXCMTER! Hell, hold on. Hold on. The 

4 attorney/ollent privilege, though. Is hers to — to 

5 either grant or give up. And If she's attaching that 

6 to a public document, there imist s basis for doing so 

7 that she has an understanding of — awareness of. 

6 And, I mean, why would you attach something 

9 like that that she knows is going to be scrutinized In 

10 a public environment and — and not be willing to 

11 discuss the basis for including It? 

12 MR. BREYi Roll, that — that's a good 

13 question. 

14 MR FINHEY: Yeah.' Hell — 

15 MR. BRSY: But — but the fact — fact of the 

16. matter is that that's also true. Bhy would you file a 

17 complaint and not — and — and — still be able to 

IB claim the attorney/client privilege as to your 

19 strategy. Why did you file this complaint, you know, 

20 what is the purpose of it? 

21 You didn't ask what ths document means. And 

22 her answer was, as far as I know, this is what It looks 

23 like, but she doesn't know what it Is. You know, in 

24 terms of Intent, what was your intent In filing this in 

25 front of the — 
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1 You know, I never referred to it in any of 

2 the Commission arguments I had. It was there; it's not 

3 attached to any affidavit; it's not referred to in her 

4 affidavit; it is an exhibit that is attached. And 

5 frankly, the reality is it was attached because I 

6 screwed up in terms of not taking it out because nobody 

7 referenced it. 

S You know, the — the — but in — in terns of 

9 — of the intent she had, you know, I don't know what -

10 - that she had an intent other than £hls — this Is how 

11 the pack was presented to her, 

12 Mr. Richter: Chris? 

13 MR. FlNHEYi Phil, I mean, again, the 

14 attorney/client privilege deals with her communications 

15 with her attorney. I've not asked her anything — in 

16 fact, I told her, 1 don't want to know your 

17'communications with your attorney. I what to know why 

18 you attached this document, and what information you 
19 intended to impart to the Commission by attaching it. 

20 If she doesn't know, then she simply needs, to 

21 say "I don't know." Rather than doing that she said, X 

22 declare the attorney/client privilege. 

23 MR. RICHIERi Yeah. I mean, unless you tell 

24 me something else, Don, I mean, if she's going to 

25 IncltKle that and It was a quote — you know, even If it 
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1 was a screw-up on your part and there was no intent, I 

2 don't know how attorney/client privilege has anything 

3 to do with that. Just say. Hey my attorney screwed up. 

4 Sorry for your luck there, Don. 

5 MR. BREYi Hell, what I've told her, she 

6 could say what her intent was. She can't say what my 

7 Intent was or what her lawyer's Intent was. 

8 MR. FINHEY: I didn't ask for your Intent. I 

9 asked her to tell me why she gave that information to 

10 the Commission and what she intended to impart to them 

11 by doing that. If the answer Is, I don't know, that's 

12 a perfectly acceptablo answer. 

13 MR. BREY: Oo you know? 

14 MR. RICHTER: I — 

15 THE HITNESS: I don't know. 

16 MR. RICHTER: 1 would tend to agree. Great. 

17 MR. BREY: Hell. I think vie got her answer. 

IS So she — she can say, "I don't know" to that, and 

19 we'll naive on, right? YOU can go the record. 

20 MR. FIHNBY: Hell, we've been on Che record. 

21 But that's fine. He'll ask ~ we'll ask it later. 

22 And then my other question deals with her 

23 denial of the Genocide. And she tells me her poeltion 

24 on Chat about 12 times like she'd memorized it. 

25 And then I read to her from a TCA, that's 

01 

1 "Turkish Coalition of America" position paper dated 

2 Hovember the 4th, 2008. And in that — apparently, 

3 we've established that this was written by Mr. Fein, 

4 her attorney. 

5 And Mr. Fein says and I quote, "Congresswoman 

6 Schmidt" and then dot dot dot, "does not believe the 

7 tragic events of World War I In which both Armenians 

8 and Turks were killed In harrowing numbers constitute 

9 genocide." 

10 ' So wo read her that ataCwnent, and the 
11 question that 

12 I asked her is: Does that or does that not 

13 accurately reflect your position on the Armenian 

14 Genocide? And she refused to answer. Instead, what 

15 she did was she kept reciting back to ma thla Idea 

16 that. Hell, gee, I don't know enough about It and so 

17 on. 

IB And I simply asked her to answer the question 

19 whether or not this accurately reflects her position. 

20 It's a "yea" or "no" question I would like her to 

21 answer. 

MR. BREY: Hell, she answered the question. 

23 Actually, you probably ought to read back the 

transcript — 

MR. FINHEY: Go ahead. 
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1 MR. snBY: — 80 you can have a sense of what 

2 was going on. The question was asked several times, 

3 and I let It go foe a while, 

4 MR. flHNBT: We'll let the court reporter 

5 read It to you, Phil. 

6 COURT REPORTER: Give me just a minute, 

7 please. 

8 MR. RICHTER; Hell ~ well, hold on with the 

9 court reporter -- I — just because if — if I'm 

10 understanding, it was — what you were reading, Chris, 

11 was Peln — presumably Fein's representation of her 

12 position — 

13 MR. FINNEY: Correct. 

14 MR. RICHTER: — is that correct? 

15 MR. FINNEY: That is correct. I can read you 

16 the whole paragraph if you'd like. 

17 MR. BREY: It was Fein's xepreaanbation of 

IB her poaltlon in — in a November 2006 paper. This la 

19 obviously bofore he was counsel for her. And, you 

20 know, sho — he asked about it and she says; Hell, 

21 those are Bruce Fein's statements. 

22 And he's saying: Hell, is — is — is this an 

23 accurate representation of your — your position? 

24 And she stated what her position was. Now, 

25 the problem with the "yea" or "no" snswer to this 
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MR. FINNEY: Phil. 

MR. RICHTER: GO ahead. 

MR. FINNEY: He's kind of raising two 

4 different issues: one Is relevance, which 1 can got to. 

5 But just as an evidentiary matter, I simply asked her, 

6 was it an accurate reflection of her position or not. 

7 I didn't write it: Mr. Fein, her attorney, did. I know 

8 ~ 

9 MR BREY: NO. MC. Fein wrote it before he 

10 was her attorney. 

11 MR. FINNEY: He was — 

12 MR. BREY: Not Mr. Fein, her attorney. 

13 MR. FINNEY: Hell, okay. Mr. Fein wrote it 

14 before he was her attorney, but her attorney, Mr. Fein, 

15 is the author of this document. 

IE And I just asked: Does that or does that not 

17 reflect your position? It's a very simple question and 

18 she refuses to answer. 

19 Now, as a matter of relevance, if you want me 

20 to get into that, I can. Do you want me to do that, 

21 Phil? 

22 Mr. RICHTER: Hot right at the moment only because 

23 isn't it — isn't the only thing that she could 

24 effectively answer, that it is a — it is Bruce Fein's 

25 representation of her position? Isn't that a "yes" or 
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1 question, Phil, is one that we've identified in our 

2 motion to voluntarily withdraw soma of the claims. 

3 And by the way, what he's talking about is 

4 utterly irrelevant to any of the claims that are still 

5 pending, but I let it go on because he's wasting his 

6 own time. 

7 But what Bruce Fein wrote was that she does 

8 not believe the tragic events of World War 1 constitute 

9 genocide. And "does not believe" can either mean 

10 denies, or it can mean does not have sufficient 

11 information to say if it was true or false. And 

12 therefore, a "yes" or "no" answer to that question, "Is 

13 this accurate or Inaccurate," would be a misleading and 

14 s dishonest answer. 

15 What she said repeatedly, because he kept 

16 asking the saii» questions and was upset that she kept 

17 giving the same answer, apparently, is that her 

18 position was thst she doesn't have enough infocTi»tion 

19 to make a judgment that it was or that it was not. 

20 That's consistent with, in one interpretation. I 

21 suppose you could also interpret it to be inconsistent 

22 with it. 

23 But we've laid those — that statement and 

24 others were referenced in our motion to withdraw for 

25 that — exactly that reason. 

1 "no" question she can answer? 

2 MR. FINNEY: Oh, that's fine. 

3 MR. BREY: That's not what the question was. 

4 MR. FINNEY: But it wasn't written as her 

5 attornoy at that time, but that's fine. 1 can — I can 

6 — 

7 MR. BREY: Hell — 

8 MR. FINNEY: — is it a — is it a — but .the 

9 question is: Does it reflect your position or not? 

10 That's an entirely appropriate question, and one that 

11 she needs to answer. It's going to be extremely 

12 probative for the Commission. 

13 MR. BREY; He didn't object to the question, 

14 and sho answered the question. He didn't like the way 

15 she answered it. He wants her to say "yea" or "no." 

16 It's a question like. Did you atop beating your 

17 wife? Because it is inconsistent under one 

18 Interpretstion, and it is consistent under another 

19 interpretation, so to demand that she answer "yes" or 

20 "no* to: Is this consistent with your statement, or 

21 does it represent your sbtement, depends upon the 

22 interpretation of it. 

She responded by saying: This is my position. 

24 I'm not Bruce Fein. Those ace his words, not mine. 

And that, I believe, is a proper and 
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1 responsive response to the question that he's asked at 

2 least three times. And he didn't like her answer, so he 

3 thought he'd have you force her to say "yes" or "no" to 

4 a question that does not admit of a "yes" or "no" 

5 answer because It depends on how you Interpret Bruce. 

6 roln'B statement, which wasn't hers, 

7 MR. HARTHAN; Phil, this la Curt Hartnan. I 

8 don't think that's quite accurate. Her response was, 

9 she doesn't have_ enough Information to be In this — in 

10 this — the repetitive statement she keeps making. 

11 -Mr. Fein makes a statement as to what her 

12 position is. She should be able to say "yes" or "no," 

13 that does accurately reflect my position. If the 

14 answer is no, that's fine. If the answer Is yes, 

15 that's fine. But all she says Is, I don't have enough 

16 Information to know. Is that a "yes" or a "no"? 

17 MR. BRBY: Mr. Fein's statement Is that the 

18 Congresswoman Schmidt, based upon her research, does 

19 not believe that it was — that it constituted 

20 genoolde. "Does not believe" could either mean has no 

21 opinion one way or the other, or it could mean balieves 

22 that it Is not. 

23 So for her to say that's — it's consistent 

24 with her statement if it means does not believe one way 

25 or the other/ it is inconsistent with her statement if 
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10 

1 it is believes that It Is net. And her answer which 

2 stated what her position was, is the only truthful way 

3 you can respond to — to a question like that which is 

4 a equivocal question — an equivocal questions. 

Mow, are — 

MR. HARTMANi She's not equivocating. 

MR. FINNEY: Hold on. Curt. JUst let --

Phil, I want to keep moving/ so just rule and 

9 we'll go on here. 

Mr. RICHTER: I'm inclined to think that all she 

11 can — all she can assert to Is whether Mr. Fein's 

12 atatement fairly represents her position. I would 

13 think, too — I'm inclined to believe, too, that a 

14 simple "yes" or "no" answer is — certainly if someone 

15 wanted to give it, they could, but I don't know that it 

16 would fairly represent a full and true answer to the 

17 question. 

NR. FIMHEY: That's fine. Phil — Phil, 

we'/re on the record. Why don't I just ask her while 

you're on the line and see if we can get an answer, and 

then we'll let you go? 

MR. BREY: I — I think we've got an answer. 

This will be the fourth time. 

MR. FINNEY: Can you just hang on, Phil? 

MR. RICHTER: sure. 
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1 BY MR. FIMNBY: 

2 Q. Mrs. Schmidt, we've referred previously to 

3 this document, I'm not sure of the exhibit number, 

4 Exhibit — 

5 A. B. 

6 g. — E from the Turkish Coalition of America 

-7 where, to paraphrase. It says the Congresswoman does 

8 not believe the tragic events of World War I In which 

9 Armenians and Turks wore killed in harrowing numbers 

10 constitute genocide. 

11 And my question Is: Does that fairly represent 

12 your position? 

13 A. Those are Mr. Fein's words, not mine. As I 

14 have continually said and will continually say: I 

15 don't know enough about this issue to determine whether 

16 it was genocide or not. I wasn't there. 1 don't have 

17 enough knowledge of it at this point, and that's where 

18 I am. 

19 MR. FINNEY; Phil? 

20 Mr. RICHTER: To me, that sounded as a 

21 aatlafactory response. It may not be that clear, but 

22 it's satisfactory. 

23 MR. FINNEY: Thank you. We'll call you if we 

24 need you. 

25 MR. BREY: Thank you, Phil. 
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Okay. Thank you. 

I think the vldeographar needs 

1 MR. RICHTER: 

2 MR. HARTHAN: 

3 to change the tape. 

4 MR. BRBY; How long wlU that take? 

5 THE VIOEOGRAPHER: Thirty seconds. 

6 MR. BREY; Okay. 

THE VIDBOGRAPHEK: Please stand by. 

(OFF THE RECORD) 

THE VIOEOGRAPHER: We're now back on the 

10 video record. 

11 BY MR. FINNEY: 

12 0. Mrs. Schmidt, I was asking you when we broke 

13 about the February 2008 fundraiser at Cafe Istanbul. 

14 A. Uh-huh. Yes. 

15 Q. He were going through some E-mails relating 
16 to that. 
17 Let me just ask you; Do you know who organized 
18 that event outside of your campaign? 
19 A. No. 
20 Q. Do you know of — of an individual who 

21 sollolted contributions for Chat event or participated 

22 In helping you raise money for Chat event? 

23 A. Phil Greenberg. 

24 Q. Right. Your own campaign staff, but anybody 

25 else? So:nebody who is not on your campaign staff? 
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1 A. Ko. 
2 Q. Do you know a fellow by the name of Ahmet 

3 Gultekin, and I'm going to spoil that sinoe I'm not 

4 sure of the pronunciation: A-H-M-E-T, sometimes that's 

5 pronounced "Ahmet." Gultekln, G-D-t-T-E-K-I-W. Do you 

6 know Ahmet or Ahmet Gultekin7 
7 A, I don't know the name. I might know the 

e individual, but I'm sorry. I don't remember the name. 

9 Q. Okay. 

10 HR. FIHHBfi Do you have that photo from that 

11 event? Hhile I'm questioning, you'can dig through and 

12 try to find it. I don't think I have it. 

13 BY MR. FINNEY: 
14 0. I'm going to mark something as Exhibit G. 

15 Have you seen this document previously? 

16 (EXHIBIT G HARKED FOR IDENTIFICATION) 

17 A. (Perusing document.) 

18 Q. Nith respect to what I've given you'as 

19 Exhibit G, Mr. — do ~ do you know why the Turkish 

20 community raised money for you in your 2008 election 

21 cycle? 

22 A. I'm sorry. I was reading the document. 

23 Q. Do you know why members of the Turkish 

24 community in America raised money for you for the 

25 2007/2008 election cycle? 
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1 Q. Okay. And whose picture is third on the 

2 right of that photo? 

3 A. He. 

4 0. .Yeah. And do you know anybody else who is at 

5 that table? 

6 A. Lincoln HcCurdy. 

7 Q. And which is that individual? 

8 A. He's second from the left. 

9 Q. Okay. Anybody else that you could name? 

10 A. NO. 

11 Q. Is Ahmet Gultekln in that photo? 

12 A. I don't know. 

13 Q. Okay. And did — did you go to that event? 

14 A. Veil, sure. I was sitting there. 
15 Q. And — aiul were you there for Just'a few 

16 minutes? Or were you there for dinner or for a couple 

17 of hours, or how long — 

IB A. About an hour. 

19 0. About an hour. And what was the purpose of 

20 the event? 
21 A. To raise money for my campaign. 

22 Q. Okay. And the people there then all donated 

23 to your campaign? 

24 A. You'd have to ask my fundraiser. 1 don't 

25 take checks directly. 
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1 A. Hell, I hope it's because they believe that 

2 I'm a great American. 

Q. Okay. And other than that hope, do you have 

any information that would Indicate to you why, in 

fact, they are raising money for you? 

A. A lot of people are Interested in my 

cas^aign. 

Q. I appreciate that. My question, again, is: 

9 Do you have any knowledge of the reasons why people in 

10 the Turkish-American community would want to donate to 

11 your campaign? 

A. You know, I don't ask people why they want to 

13 oontribute to my campaign. 

14 (EXHIBIT H MARKED FOR IDEHTIFICMTION) 
0. Okay. Let's go ahead and show you what's 

16 been marked as Exhibit H. The photo on the bottom of 

17 this, do you know what that is? 

A. (Perusing document.) It's some guy. Let's 

19 see — oh, that's Robert Hexler. 

Q. Ho. On the bottom photo ~ 

A. Oh, the bottom. 

Q. Try this again. The bottom photo of the two 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

A. Okay. The Turkish-American fundraiser for 
Congrssswoman Jean Schmidt at the Cafe Istanbul. 

1 0. Okay. And did any of these people talk to 
2 you at the dinner about issues of concern to them? 
3 A. I don't remember the conversations. 
4 Q. Hell, you said previously that you — you — 

5 you never ask people why they give to you. Do you 

6 remember saying that? 

7 A. Right. 
Q. Okay. But sometimes people tell you why 

9 they're giving to you, right? 

10 A. I'm sure they do. 

11 Q. Okay. And did of any these people that 

12 evening toll you why they were giving to you? 

13 A. I don;t remember. 

14 Q. Did any topic, any issue that was pending 

15 before Congress or any international topic, come up at 

16 that dinner? 

17 A. I don't remember. 

18 Q. Did they ask for any favors from the United 

19 States Congress? 

20 A. If anybody asked for a favor, I would 

21 remember that. 

22 Q. Okay. 

23 A. Because that's — would be wrong. 

24 Q. That would be taong to ask you to do a favor 

25 for them? 
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I Ai In eenjunefelen — in -- in — in — with 
8 nsney attaehea, yen. 
3 0. SB — 
4 • A. 1 would hawB to leavo the room' If somebody 

5 was glwlns mo a fundraiser and then wanted a favori I 

6 would leave the room. 

9 Q. So If anybody over discussed a congressional 

8 issue with you at a fundraisox, you would leave the 

S room? 

10 A. Nellt that's not a favort that's an issue. 

11 ' Q. Oh, I'm sorry. So when I say "favor," I mean 

12 a vote on a particular bill or something like that. 

13 Uhat did you mean by the word "favox'7 

14 A. Rell, usually a favor has some quid pro quo 

15 attaehod to it. • 

16 O. Right. He'll get to the quid pro quo later. 

17 But uhat did you moan by a "favor"7 nhat act would 

18 somebody ask you to commit If they're asking for a 

19 favor that they wouldn't ask you to commit to vote on a 

20 particular — a certain way on a particular issue7 

21 A. Uhat was that question7 

22 Q. Hell, when 1 asked you —• let's — let's try 

23 this again. 

24 If someone is at one of your fundraising 

25' events — you have more than this as a fundraising 

96 

1 would have a congressional context attached to it. 

2 Q. And so with respect to this fundraiser, 

3 specifically, there's really two sides of this. One is 

4 that they would ask you to do something, and you're 

5 saying to your recollection they — did they ask you to 

6 take a particular position on — on any bill or 

7 resolution in Congress? 

8 A. Kb.. I would have left. 

9 Q. Old they discuss — I'm sorry. So if at a 

10 fundraiser someone asked you take a position on a bill 

11 or a resolution, you would leave the fundraiser? 

12 A. At a fundraiser? If they asked me to — a 

13 bill of their — that they had a special interest in, 

14 yes, I would leara. 

15 g. Okay. Okay. So that's your policy. If 

16 anybody asked you at a fundraiser to take a position on 

17 a bill or resolution before Congress, you would not 

18 engage in that conversation and you would leave that 

19 event: is that right? 

20 A. If It has a particular interest to them that 

21 would benefit them in a manner that was above the way 

22 it would benefit ordinary citizens then, yes. 

23 Q. Oh, wow. And so how many fundraisers have 

24 you had? Have you had a dozens of fundraisers since 

25 you've been In congress? 
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1 event, right? 

2 A. Right. 

3 Q. ' dkay. Somebody goes to one of your 

4 fundraising events and wants to talk about a pending 

5 matter before United States Congress. From your 

6 perspective, that's an entirely acceptable Interchange; 

7 Is that correct? 

8 A. Depending upon where the topic goes, yea. 

9 Q. Okay. And then you differentiated that kind 

10 of conversation by saying "favor" when I said that 

11 somebody would do — ask you to do them to do a favor 

12 in Congress. 

13 A. Hsll, favor is different. 

14 Q. And tell me what you meant by the word 

15 "favor"' that would be different than the other 

16 conversation that wo juat diacuased. 

17 A. It's such a wide cpsn — usually, to mo, a 

18 "favor" is if you do this, I'll do. that. That's a 

19 favor. That's when a conversation ends, whether it's 

20 in my offioa or whether it's at a function to raise 

21 money. I do not do favors for people Just to raiso 

22 money or for any other reason. That is not in — in my 

23 purview. 

24 ' I do what's right for tho people of our 

25 district, but I do not do favors for an individual that 
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1 A. yes. 

2 Q. Okay. And at all of those fundraisers, no 

3 one at those events has ever asked you to vote a 

4 particular way on a bill or a resolution that had s 

5 particular interest in them? 

6 A. If it's at a fundraiser, I have to tell them 

7 it's inappropriate conversation and Z end the 

convacaatlon. How, if they persist in it, one of us is 

9 going to leave, 

10 Q. Okay. And has that ever happened at one of 

11 your fundraisers? 

12 A. People have started to bring up topics at 

13 events that have been inappropriate, and I have told 

14 them that it's inappropriate to talk about it and tho 

15 conversation ends. 

16 0, Okay. And have you ever than left the event 

17 because that persisted? 

IB A, Ko, People have been very good about ending 

19 the conversation, 

20 Q. Okay. So one of the — again, I aaid one of 

21 the reasons people might ha've an event would be to ask 

22 you to do certain things, and the other might be 

23 because they're appreciative of things that you have 

done. 

Do you know if this particular event was in 
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1 appc«elation or recognition of poaltions that you've 

2 taken in the United states Congress? 

3 A. No. 

4 Q. Okay. And I've given you as Exhibit G, this 

5 E-mail from Ahmet Gultekin relating to the February 

6 18th event. 

7 Do you ace that? 

8 A. Yeah. Tho one that's got Dan Burton in it. 

9 Q. Dh-huh. 

10 A. Yea. 

11 Q. And then if you look at the bottom paragraph 

12 of that first page, can you read that to us? 

13 A. Hell, this E-mail, which is the first time 

14 that 1 have seen it, saysi "Congressuoman Schmidt is 

15 one of the feu members of Congress which actually read 

18 Guentar Lewy's book about the Genocide, and is one of" 

17 — that thing is missing — "few members of Congzoss 

18 who actually doesn't believe that it was genocide. And 

19 an Armenian — an Armenian American is running against 

20 her in the election because she opposes the resolution. 

21 He have a member of Congress from Ohio who is willing 

22 to stand up to the Armenian lobby, and it is important 

23 for the Turkish-American community to support her." 

24 Q. Okay. And then the next line is? 

25 A. "Hake a donation online to 
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1 www.jeanschmidt.com/http.; www.3eanschmidt.com. 
2 Q. Okay. So were you aware of the fact that 

3 people were soliciting donations to your campaign 

4 oitlng your opposition — your — your denial of the 

5 Genocide, or it says "doesn't believe it was genocide,' 

6 and citing the fact that you had an Armenian-American 

7 opponent? 

A. Has I aware? No. 

Q. You were not aware of that? 

10 A. Absoluthly not. 

11 Q. So did you have any idea why Turkish 

12 Americans or Turkish interests would want to raise 

13 money for your reelection campaign? 

14 A. Hell, I think there are other interests with 

15 Turkey besides this issue. 

16 Q. Okay. Hell, my — and my question is: Do 

17 you — do you know why or do you have some 

18 understanding of why Turkish Americans or Turkish 

19 Inteceats would raiso money for your campaigns? 

20 A. I don't ask why people help me. 

21 O. I didn't ask if you asked. 1 asked if you 

22 had any understanding of why they did give? 

23 HE. BEEYi Actually, you asked whether she 

24 know in your last question. 

25 MR. FlNHBYi Actually, I modified it by 
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1 saying "understanding." 

2 BY MR. FINNEY; 
3 0. But let me ask you again. Do you have any 

4 understanding of why Turkish Americans give money to 

5 your campaigns? < 

6 A. I think it's because they know how important 

7 Turkey is to America. 

8 Q. Okay. And. no Turkish American has ever told 

9 you that they're either giving to you or raising money 

10 for you because of your position on the — on the 

11 Genocide? 

12 A. No — yes, absolutely. They — I — the 

13 question isi Did they ever give mo money and say I'm 

14 giving you money because of my position on tho Armenian 

15 Genocide? They have never said that. 

16 0. Did your campaign ever solicit contributions 

17 because of the statements of Mr. Xrlkorian and his 

18 attacks upon you as it relates to the Armenian 

19 Genocide? 

20 A. I need to understand where you're going with 

21 that. 

22 0. Hell, I'm just asking you a factual question. 

23 Has your campaign, the Jean Schmidt tor Congress 

24 Canqiaign, ever solicited donations on the basis that 

25 your opponent is an Armenian American or the — the 
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1 statements that he has made about your position on the 

2 Armenian Genocide? 

3 A. That's not — that's not — 
4 Q. (Unintelligible! cross-talk.) 

5 A. — an inaccurate statement. 

6 Q. Has your canvaign ever solicited donations 

7 using that information with donors to encourage them to 

B give? 

MR. BREY: I ~ I apologise. I'm — I'm not 

10 sure I understand the question. 

11 Q. olcay. Hell, there are two facts I'm talking 

12 about, okay? One is the attacks that Mr. Krikorian has 

13 made upon HTs. Schmidt relating to the Armenian 

14 Genocide, and two is the fact that — 

15 MR. BBBY; Okay. 

16 0. — Mr. Krikorian is an Armenian Amerioan. 

17 Now I'm asking, based upon those two facts, 

18 has your campaign over solicited donations using those 

19 two faots with donors saying you should give to me 

20 because of X or boeauee of 

Y? 

A. Hell, I ~ I belicvo that we point out that 

he accused me of taking bribes, and that would be a 

false and — a false statement. 

MR. FEIN; Could you put a time frame on that 
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1 — 

2 

3 

4 

MR, BREir: Eeah. 

MR. FEIN: — Chris? 

NR. FiimEy: nail ~ well, let's do that. 

5 Let's go ahead into that packet that's in front of you. 

6 And In there Is a — first one Is an E-mail dated 

7 September the 17th of 200a. 

B MR. BREyi Are you referring to Exhibit FT 

9 MR. FEIN: Bhat's the page number? 

10 THE HITHE88: What page is that? (Perusing 

11 doounsnt.) 

12 MR. FINHBY: I don't know what page It is. 

13 September 17th, 200B. The second line of the E-

14 mall it says: 

15 Date: September the 17, 200B. I think they're In 

IS date order, ao it shouldn't be too bard to find. 
17 MR. BRET: September what? 

IB MR. FEIN: 17th. 

19 MR. KRIRORIAH: 17th. I think it's llko the 

20 fourteenth page. 

21 THE HIINESS: 9/17. 

22 By MR. FINNEY: 

23 . Q. And in this, Phil Greenberg says to Lincoln 

24 McCuixty: "Can we send a letter out o'r raise some 

25 additional funds? This la starting to become a more 
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here — here — 

look around. I think it 

1 THE WITNESS: Here 

2 MR. BOLINGER: Don, 

3 :oight be page 14. 

4 MR. BRET: Okay. Got it. Sorry. There. 

5 By MR. FINNEy; 

6 Q. Are you aware of the fact that you're either 

7 the top, or one of the top, recipients of Tuckiah-

B American donations in the United States Congress? 

9 A. I'm not aware of that. 

10 Q. Are you aware of the fact that the Turkish 

11 PACs have given you more money than any other — as 

12 much or more money than — than any other candidate for 

13 the United States Congress? 

14 A. I'm not aware of that. 

15 Q. How many countries have you vialted since 

16 you'vo been In'the United States congress? 
I? A. Oh, wow. Oh, my gosh. Taiwan, Bahrain, 

IB Pakistan, Kuwait, Iraq, Iran — 1 mean, not Iran — 

19 Iraq, Afghanistan — not Iran — not Iran. I'n: trying 

20 to go through the Middle East. Israel, Cosovo. Oh, 

21 shoot. Where is Sarajevo? We stayed there. 

22 MR. FEIN: It's in Serbia. 

23 A. In Serbia. Thank you. It was not coming to 

24 me. Barcelona: Spain, bb, sboot ~ it was — it was 

25 snowing starts with a °B," Bulgaria; oh, Ireland, 

r" 
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1 recognized issue in this race." 

2 And I believe they are referring to Mr. 

3 Krikorian's statements as it relates to the Armenian 

4 Genocide and your position on that. 

5 A. And the fact that he stated that I took 

6 bribes. 

7 Q. In that Brtigle? That the one that they're 

B referring as the one where ha said you took bribes? 

A. Hell, Mr. Krikorian's handbill stated ~ 

Q. I'm not — this is — the handbill came in 

11 November of 'OB as I recall; is that right? 

A. Tea. 

Q. Okay. Ibis — this E-mail is in September of 

OB. 

A. Ob. well, you'd have to ask Phil why it — 

16 what that was about. 

Q. Okay. And again, I'm going to ask you: Do 

IB you or your oampalgn use Issues to motivate people to 

19 donate to your campaign? 

MR. FEIN: Can we just stop for a second? 

21 We're still trying to find the proper exhibit here. 

MR. FINNEY: Sure. 

MR. FEIN: I apologize. 

MR. BREY: He are in Exhibit F. Am 1 looking 

at the right — 

9 
10 

12 

13 

1 Germany, England, Canada, Turkey. I mentioned Germany. 

2 Columbia, Panama — ohi man, this isn't going to be a 

3 complete list, I know it. I'm going to leave some out 

4 — Mexico — oh shoot — Jamaica — and wait a minute, 

5 there's more. 

6 Q. It's not a memory teat. You're okay. 

7 A. Oh, shoot. The one where -•• Nicaragua. Oh, 

B Africa, I forgot about the African trips: Nigeria, 

9 Ethiopia, and I'm probably leaving things out. 

10 MR. FINNEY: Okay. Why don't wa go ahead and 

11 take chat 20 minute break — 

12 MR. BREY: Okay. 

13 . MR. FINNEY: — or so that I was talking 

14 about, confer with my counsel, and have a little lunch 
15 and then try to come back and wrap this up. 

16 MR. BREY: That sounds good. 

17 THE VIDEOGRAPRER: Please stand by. 

IB (OFF THE RECORD) 

19 THE VIDBOGRAPHER: We're now back on the 

20 video record. 

21 BY MR. FINHBY: 

22 Q. Everybody ready? •I want to do a few follow-

23 up questions from this morni:ig. I'm just trying to 

24 understand. 

25 You said that your campaign chief of staff. 
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1 Barzy BennetCt runs your campaigns and that there's 

2 some exemption In federal law that allows him to do 

3 that? 

4 A. yes. They're allowed to take an active part 

5 — only the chief of staff. 

6 Q. Okay. And my understanding of what you're 

7 saying is that he — he does that from the campaign 

8 office. He runs your campaign from the campaign 

9 offlcei is that right — I'm sorry, from the 

10 congressional offices; is that correct? 

11 A. No. He runs it from the NRCC. 

12 Q. So whenever he takes a phone call or opens up 

13 an E-mail or something, he goes to the HROC in order to 

14 do that? 

15 A. Tes. He — he has to do it off-site. 

16 Q. Okay. And does he then make up the tine that 

17 he takes away from the congressional office in order to 

13 do that, or is that just pact of his duties? 

19 A. Veil, ho works about 60 hours a week as Is. 

20 Q. Okay. Now, in terms of the bringing of this 

21 complaint, at what point did you become- awaro of these 

22 statements by NT. Xrikorian that gave — gave else to 

23 this complaint? 

24 A. The Sunday before the election. 

25 Q. And how did you find out about those? 
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1 A. He misquoted a statement of mine. 

2 Q. Okay. Hell, why don't we pull that out? 

3 There's a — a copy of the complaint has been given to 

4 you already. Tell me which specific phrase you're 

3 talking about was pulled out of context? 

6 A. (Perusing document.) The second paragraph of 

7 the — after the darkened bold "has taken $30,000 in 

8 bl.ood money to deny the Genocide of Christian Armenians 

9 by Muslim Turks." 

10 MR. BRET: For clarification, I believe we 

11 are talking about Schmidt Exhibit C and Exhibit 1 to 

12 Exhibit c. 

13 Q. Okay. And you're saying that that bold text 

14 is somehow taken out of context? 

15 A. Ho. I'm saying the one below it: "At this 

16 time she does not have enough information to 

17 characterize these deaths as genocide, especially when 

IB those responsible are long dead. Jean Schmidt's office 

19 March 29th, 2007." 

20 What Mr. Krikorlan failed bo do was to put 

21 little dots in there because those were two separate 

22 sentences that he just put together as If it was a 

23 single sentence. 

24 Q. Okay. That's the only thing you're referring 

25 to when you say "takon out of context"? 
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1 A. They were placed on cars on church property. 

2 Q. Let ma ask: How did you, Jean Schmidt, find 

out about them? 

A. A friend of mine gave it to me. 

Q. And who was that? 

A. Joe Braun. 

Q. Okay. And Joe's previously served in your 
8 caavaigns; I've met Joe. 

A. Yes. 

10 Q. And — so at some point, you came up — 

11 someone came up with the Idea of filing this complaint 

12 with the Ohio Elections Commission? 

13 A. Xes. 

14 Q. Whose idea was that? 

15 A. It was basically mine. 

16 Q. Okay. So at some point you said to someone, 

17 I'd like to file a complaint about this? 

18 A. When I looked at what the handbill said, they 

19 were Ilea. It was saying that X took a bribe, and it 

20 was absolutely false; it was a boldface lie. Things 

21 were not in proper context, and I knew that Mr. 

22 Krikorlan had done this to affect the outcoiiw of the 

23 election. 

24 Q. And what — when you say "things weren't in 

25 the proper context," what are you talking about? 

1 A. That statement was taken out of context, yes, 

2 from this. But there is also a problem with what's In-

3 the bold. 

Q. Oh, I understand. He can get to that later. 

5 I just wanted to make sure I understood when you said 

6 that word. 

So you decided at soma point that you wanted 

8 to bring a complaint to the Ohio Elections Commission? 

A. I wanted to see if it was feaeible, yes. 

Q. Okay. And who did you talk to about that 

11 other than I don't want to talk to you about 

12 communications with anyone with whom you'd formed an 

13 attorney/client relationship. 
A. My chief of staff. 

Q. you tallced to Barry Bennett about then going 

16 to the Ohio Elections Comslsslon about this? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And did — at that tins, had Barry talked to 

anybody else about that, or that was the first 

communication with him about that? 

A. That was my first communication with him 

about that. 

Q. And he — did he say .he had thought about 

that previously, or he had Calked to anyone about that 

previously? 

9 

10 

14 

15 
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1 A. I don't romembar his reaction. It was right 

2 — right at — well, It was over the phono, so I can't 

3 toll yoo what the reaction was baoause 1 called him. 

4 It was right before tho olectlon. 
5 Q. Okay. And eo how la It that then tho 

6 complaint was bought? what happened after your 

7 conversation with Mr. Bennett? 
8 A. WoU, 1 got elected, took down yard signs, 
g and then we pursued the feasibility of seeing Where we 

10 could go with this. 
11 0. Okay. ' And who did you commuhlcate with after 

12 that? 

13 A. 

14 that. 
15 0. You never had any conversations with anyone 

IS about thla other than with Barry Bennett — other than 

17 with your retained counsel? 
]g A. About going to the Elections Commission on 

19 this? 

Barry Bennett did all tho communication after 

20 

21 

22 

Q. Correct. 
A. initially, no. After we tiled It, yes. 

Q. Okay. Okay. And we'll talk about that In a 

23 minute. But prior to that, you never were approached or 

24 talked to by Lincoln McCurdy or Bruce rein or Mr. 

25 saltziiian or anyone else about that? 
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1 A. Outside of preparation to take It to tho 
2 Elections Corailsslon, when It was surfacing as an Idea, 

3 no. 
4 Q. Okay. And then let's talk about the 

5 preparation to take It to the Elections Commission. 

6 HOW did you find Mr. Fein as your attorney? 

7 HOW was that — how did that happen? 
e A. You would havo to aak Mr. Bennett. 

9 Q. You did not have anything to do with 

10 retaining Mr. Fein, except through Mr. Bennett? 

H A. Through Mr. Bennett. 
Q. you didn't have any convoraatlons With anyone 

13 about that? 

14 A. Ho. 
15 Q. Okay. And with reepeot to retaining Mr. 

16 Broy, the same anawer? You — you didn't havo anything 

17 to do with lti Mr. Bennett hook care of it? 

18 A. Exactly. 
19 Q. Okay. And do you know when that occurred, 

20 when they ware retained to bring this action? 

21 A. I don't have the exact date, no. 
22 0. How, thle particular complaint wae brought on 

23 April the 29th of 2009. 

24 A. Right. 
25 Q. Do you know why It took so long after tho 
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1 election to file It? 
2 A. Hell, In part, we were pretty busy In 

3 congroaa on other Issues that I had to focus a lot of 

4 my attention on. 
5 Q. So at that time, Mr. Bennett had to spend his 

6 time on congressional activities Instead of on this 

7 complaint; Is that right? 
8 A. Hell, In part yes. 
9 Q. Is that tho only reason? 

10 A. You would have to ask him. 
11 Q. Okay. Because you had nothing to do with 

12 that preparation except by and through Mr. Bennett? 

13 A. Correct. 
Ij Q, you didn't talk to any third party about It 

15 other than your own attorneys? 
16 A. Other than ny own attorneys? When we wore 

17 preparing It, we talked to the attorneys. 
15 Q. And do you know In what month you retained 

19 Mr. Brey and Mr. Bennett — or Mr. — Mr. Fein. 

20 A. NO. 
21 0. Has It shortly before filing the complaint, 

22 or was it closer to the election? 

23 A. 1 don't know. 

24 (CERTIFIED QUESTION) 
25 Q. And how Is Mr. atey and Mr. Bennett ~ or Mr. 

113 

1 Fein being paid for these legal servlcee? 
2 MB. BRBY: Objection. I instruct the witness 

3 not to answer. 
4 NR. FINNEY: Okay. He'll certify that • 

5 guestlon, and we'll make a list for Mr. Richter. 
6 MB. BREY: I — I will tell you an Identical 

7 question wae objected to In ~ In another deposition. 

8 MR. FINNEY:" I heard that It was, yes." And 

9 what's the basis for the objection? 
18 MR. DREY: Hell, It's already been ruled upon 

11 among other things. It's irrelevant to thla case. 

12 It's not likely to lead to relevant matters. 

13 BY MR. FINNEY: 
14 0, Have you retained Mr. Brey and Mr. Fein 
15 poraonally, or la It tho campaign that has retained 

16 them? 
17 A. Tho oaiifialgn has retained them. 

18 Q. They work for the campaign? 

19 A. Yos. 

20 (CERTIFIED QOBSTIOM) 
21 Q. Okay. And has your husband than signed an 

22 engagement latter with them? 
23 MR. BREY: I would objeot to that. That --

24 that goes to the attorney/client communlcatlona. 

25 You're not entitled to that Information. 
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1 MR. FINNBY: So you're telling her not to 

2 answer? 

3 HR. BRBY! I'm telling her not to answer. 

4 HR. FINNEYi And you're refusing to answer 

5 the question on the basis of the advice of your 

6 couns^; la that correct? 

7 THE HITNGSS: Yes. 

8 MR. FINNEY: Certify that. 

9 BY MR. FINNEY: 

10 Q. Do you know — there's been other charges 

11 Incurred other than legal fees — 

12 (sorro VOCE DISCUSSION) 

13 MR. FINNEY: I'm sorry, we want to certify 

14 that last question as well. 

15 0. Other than just legal feea. there's been 

16 travel expenses for Oemir Karsan and — and others In 

17 this. DO you know who's paying those expenses? 

18 A. No. 

19 Q. Is your campaign paying those? 

20 A. I don't know. 

21 Q. Who would know? 

22 A. The treasurer. 

23 Q. Feter Schmidt? 

24 A. Ho's no longer the treasurer.-

25 Q. Who's the treasurer now? 
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1 A. I really can't — other than my chief of 

2 staff or my attorneys? 

3 0. Correct. Other than those two, is there 

4 anybody else you've talked to about the complaint? 

5 A. I can't — I can't definitively tell you who 

6 I did or I didn't talk to about the complaint. 

7 Q. You remember sometliing called the Turkish 

B Caucus in Congress: Is that right? 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

A. 
Q. 

A. 

Q. 

A. 
Q. 

Yes. 

When did you join the Turkish Caucus? 

Either late last year or early this year. 

And why did you join the TurJcish Caucus? 

Oh, I join many caucuses. 

Super. 1 appreciate that information. That 

15 didn't answer my question. My question is: Why did 

16 you join the Turkish Caucus? 

1? A. well, understanding the Importance of Turkey 

18 and our rolo in the War on Terror, I think it's 

19 important to have a good relationship with Turkey at 

20 this point because they're an extraordinarily valuable 

21 asset for us with the War on Terror. 

22 Q. Okay. Is there any other reason? 

23 A. Well, that would be my reason, sir. 

24 Q. Did anybody outside of your own staff ask you 

25 or encourage you to join the Tlirklah Caucus? 
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1 A. Phil Greenberg. 

2 Q. Okay. How, in terms of the drafting of the 

3 complaint, did you draft the complaint? 

A. No. My attorneys drafted .the congilaint. 

Q. X see. Have — you say since — I had asked 

6 you a question previously that said: Who had you 

7 talked to about bringing the -complaint? 

And you said. Until the drafting, X hadn't 

9 talked to anybody but Barry Bennett. 

10 And I said I'd get to that later. Do you 

11 remember that interchange? 

12 A. Yes. 

13 Q, And ny question is: Who else have you talked 

14 to about the bringing of the complaint since that tine 

15 — since the beginning of the drafting and so on? 

16 A. I have — 1 have no idea. 

17 Q. You have no idea who you talked to about the 

18 complaint? 

19 A. 1 couldn't get — I could hardly give you an 

20 accurate list of the countries that I've visited 

21 because I've noted that I've missed two in — in the 

22 four years that I've been in congress, so I can't give 

23 you a list of people I've talked to. 

24 0. Hell, why don't you tell n» people you 

25 remember.having Calked to about the complaint? 

A. I've been encouraged to join many caucuses. 

2 I only join them when I feel that I have a particular 

interest to be involved. 

0. Thank you. Again, that queation wasn't 

5 responsive so I'll ask the question again. 

A. I don't know. 

Q. Did anybody outside of your own staff ask you 

8 or encourage you to join the Turkish Caucus? 

A. I don't know. 

10 Q. You don't remember anybody doing that? 

11 A. I — I don't — I'm asked all the tins by 

12 many people to join many caucuses. I don't remember 

13 exact dates or exact people. So I honestly have to 

14 tell you, I don't remember. 

15 Q. That's a good answer. That's fine. 

16 Now, at some .point, you actually did a trip 

17 to Turkey I think earlier this year maybe: is that 

18 right? 

19 A. Yes. 

20 Q. Tell me about the trip to Turkey. Who 

21 organized that? 

22 A. It was — I'm not suire of the exact group, 

23 but ve filed it with the Ethics Committee in Congress 

24 to make sure that I could legally and ethically go on 

25 the trip. 
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1 Q. Okay. So some group outside of the United 

2 States Congress, not — not the Turkish Caucus itself, 

3 organized the trip to Turkey? 
4 A. Tea. That's not unusual, 

5 Q. That's fine. It's In accordance with the 

6 Congressional Rules. 

7 A. Yes. 

8 Q: And who did you talk to about going on that 

9 trip? Who invited you? Who did you make arcangeinents 

10 with? 

11 A. Hell, Barry Bennett, my chief of staff, 

12 brought it to my attention, and ha made the 

13 arrangements. Hell, actually, my assistant, Jennifer 

14 Pielsticker, made the arrangements, 

15 Q. Okay. Did you ever speak with anyone outside 

16 of your staff about going on that trip prior to going? 

17 A. Tes. 
IB Q. ' Hith whom did you speak? 

19 ' A. I don't remember every meeting or every 

20 conversation. 

21 Q. 1 didn't ask you to remember every one. Just 

22 cell me the ones that you do remember. 

23 A. Okay. 

24 Q. And that will be ~ sort of be a general 

25 rule. When I ask you a question, there might be a 
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1 became your attorney in this case? 

2 A. I don't remember. 

3 0- Do you remember meeting him before he became 

4 your attorney in this case? Looking at him here today, 

5 does he look familiar to you? Somebody that you knew 

6 before he became your attorney? 

? A. Yes. 

B 0. He does? And in what context did you meet 

9 with him or speak with him previously? 

10 A. I meet with'so many people for no many 

11 different reasons. 

12 ' Q. Okay. Hell let's try this: Saying "I. don't 
13 remember" is a perfectly good answer, instead of a 
14 longer answer than that. So is that what you're 
15 saying, you don't remember? 
16 A. YOU know, 1 remenfliered his face but I didn't 

17 remember his name. 
IB Q. Okay. Do you know the name of someone by 'the 

19 name of Settulah Gulan? 

20 A. Ho. 

21 Q. You don't? 

22 A. Ho. 
23 Q. You don't remember Fettulah Gulan being on 

24 your trip to Turkey and squiring you all around the 

25 country of Turkey? 
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1 hundred facts that you know and that exist and you only 

2 remember four of them. I'm just looking for the ones 

3 that you remembor, okay? 

4 A. '"'Okay. He had a nieoting in my office with 

5 members that — with other people that want on the 

6 trip. 

7 Q. Members of Congress or — 

8 A. Their staff, their high-level staff. 

9 Q. Okay. So other oongrassional staff members 

10 talking about the trip? 

11 A. Yes. He had a meeting in the office. 

12 0. And did you talk to anyone outside of the 

13 staff of the United States Congress about that? 

A. I don't know. 

IS' 0. ' Did you talk to Mr. Fein about that before 

16 you went to Turkey? 

A. I don't remember. 

Q: Did you talk to Mr. Saitzman about'it? 

A. I don't know who Nr. Saitzman is. 

Q. He's one of your attorneys in this case. 

A. Okay. 

Q. Have you ever -spoken with Nr. Saitzman? 

A. I don't know. 
Q. Okay. Hal'l, let me ask you this: Have you 

25 ever had any conversetlons with Nr. Fein before he 

1 A, I guess he did. I don't — I'm really bad 

2 with names. I don't know who that individual is, but 

3 if you show me a picture, I might remember the picture.. 

4 0. And you don't know that Fottulah Gulan and 

5 his family has given you thousands and thousands of 

6 dollars to your congressional campaign? 

7 A. No. But that's awfully nice of him. 

B Q. How about the name, Yaloln Ayasli? 

9 A. Nope. 

10 Q. You don't remember that name at all as being 

11 somebody that went along with you on the Turkish trip -

12 -

13 A. NO. 
14 Q. — or has made contributions to your 

15 campaign? 

16 A. No. 
17 Q. How, with respect to the trip to Turkey, who 

18 then paid for your travel? Hho paid for your 

19 accommodations, et cetera? 

20 KB. BRGY: I'll — I'll will object. I'll 

21 let her answer the question, but I'll object because 

22 this entire line of questioning is about a trip that 

23 took place, in 2009 — has nothing to do with any of the 

24 allegations in the complaint. 

25 MR. FINNBY: Thank you. 
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1 MR. BREY: You can answer if you'd like. 

2 A. Weill it occurred in the latter part of Nay 

3 of this year. And 1 don't remember the organization 

4 that — that put this trip on. Again, it went through 

5 the Ethics Conunittee in Congress, fhey said it was — 

6 it was an appropriate trip, and I went. 

7 0. Okay. To your knowledge, was it paid for by 

8 the Turkish government? 

9 A. No, it would not have been — I don't knew. 

10 I really don't know, Chris. 1 — I don't handle those 

11 details. 

12 When we are given the opportunity to go on 

13 trips, outside of the congressional COOBL, all of that 

14 Information has to go to Ethics Committee. I don't 

15 prepare the documents. Generally my chief of staff 

16 prepares the documents, and then either — generally 

17 Mrs. Pielstlckez — Ms. Pielsticker would then deliver 

18 tho documents and do subsequent communication. 

19 I don't have any communication for any travel 

20 plans with any trip that I take other than; This is 

21 when you're going. Hero's your itinerary. Here's what 

22 you need to have packed. And maybe a week, if I'm 

23 lucky, before the trip, I'm told what the parameters of 

24 the trip are going to be and what the weather is going 

25 to be. 
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(Perusing document.) That goes over 

Teah. That's — see look. 

1 everything. 

2 through it? 

3 MR. BOLINGBR: 

4 (Indicating document.) 

5 MR. FINNEY: Okay. Okay. HeU, why don't 

6 you go to the front des)c and get some tape, and then 

7 we'll make a complete exhibit. 

8 (EXHIBIT I MARKED FOR IDENTIFICATION) 

9 BY NR. FINNEY: 

10 Q. Let roe ge ahead and show this to you. This 

11 will be marked as exhibit — 

12 HR. FINNEY: What are we on? Do you know? 

13 COURT REPORTER: H. 

14 MR. BREY: 1 think we have H already marked. 

15 COURT REPORTER: DO we? 

16 HR. BRBY: It's this picture. 

17 COURT REPORTER: Okay. Thank you.. 

IB HR. FINNEY; Do you have stickers? 

19 COURT REPORTER: I have these. Is this okay? 

20 MR. FINNEY: uh-huh. oust givs me an "l." 

21 I've got them, but they're burled here somewhere. 

22 COURT REPORTER: Okay. 

23 BY HR. FINNEY: 

24 0. And I'll give you what's been marked as 

25 Exhibit I. It's a very long scroll, like we're back in 
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1 Q. Okay. So you — you have no idea how your 

2 lodging was paid, how your food was paid, how your 

3 domestic travel — 

4 A. Ho. 

5 Q. — was paid or )x»< you — 

6 A. NO. 

7 0. — got there? Okay. 

8 Now, lot's talk about — there's another 

9 document that you produced in conjunction with a 

10 document request in this case. And what we have done, 

11 is we had to paste it together in order to make it make 

12 sense to us. 

MR. FINNEY: Don, may want to look at that 
14 first. 

15 Is this all one thing here? 

16 MR. BQLIHGBR: It — it should be. 

17 HR. FINNEY: There's not two pages? 

18 MR. BREY: I thought there was two pages, 

19 MR. BDLINGER; I think it might be folded. 

20 MR. FINNEY: Yes, it's folded under. But I'm 

21 saying this is everything? Actually, it's not folded 

22 under. Is that the whole production that you had? 

23 Look at — pull yours cut. 

24 MR. BDLINGER: That's got to be — 

25 MR. FINNEY: Hell, yours is — Yeah, this is 

1 ancient Israel here. Roll that up. 

2 A. (Perusing document.) 

3 Q. He asked your attorney — we asked you, 

4 actually, to produce — you, your campaign, and your 

5 congressional staff to produce your contribution 

6 records as they relate to Turkish donors, and this is 

7 essentially what your staff, what your attorneys 

8 produced to us. 

Do you recognize this as such? 

10 A. Since I didn't prepare the document, I can't 

11 say whether I do or I don't. 

12 0. Okay. 

13 HR. FlNNEXi Okay. Don, I guess, can you 

14 just help me with this? I mean, we've had both Exhibit 
15 4 to the complaint and this, and I get a blank stare 

16 from your client. Is — 

17 THE HITNESB: There's nothing on here, you 

18 know. There — there — this is a plain piece of paper. 

19 It could have been brought out of thin air. I — I 

20 don't know where it came from. 

MR. FINNEY: Bell, I didn't produce it, so 

I'll 1st your attorney — 

THE HITNBSS: Okay. Hell, I don't know where 

it was produced or who produced it. You just handed it 

to me. 
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1 MR. BREY! All right. This looks like It's -

2 - it's taped together of the documents that are 

3 attached to Exhibit F, if that's your question, which 
4 was a response that her — I don't know whether this 

5 came ~ 

6 MR. EINNEY: Eo why — since she can't tell 

7 me what Exhibit 4 Is and she can't tell me what this 

8 Is, for the record, why don't you tell us what we're 
9 looking at? 

10 MR. BREY: You're looking at a document that 

11 we produced In response to a query of her campaign 

12 committee. And I can't romember exactly what It was 

13 stated, but It was either at paragraph 4, 5, 6, and 7, 

14 I think, are the paragraphs of the subpoena that 

15 request certain documents relevant to fundraisers that 

16 referenced Turkish Americans In some fashion. 

17 MR. E-INNEY: Okay, And these are — 

18 MR. BREY: And this Is — these are the 

19 documents that as of — through 2008 — they don't have 

20 any documents prior to 2007, although there may have 

21 been a contribution. You know, we've referenced the EEC 

22 scuff on that. So this Is not Including the 2009 
23 Information. 

24 MR. FINNEY: And this Is responsive then to 

25 Chat Inquiry: Is that correct? 
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1 Q. Correct. 

2 A. No. 

3 Q. Do you know how much you received from the 

4 Turkish Coalition of America PAC? 

5 MR. FEIN: Is — Chris, la this year election 

6 cycle 2007/08? 

7 MR. FIHNEY! Uh-huh. 

8 A. Not at this time. I mean, I'm sure I knew It 

9 then, but I don't know It now; the exact amount, no I 

10 don't. 

11 0. Okay. Are yon familiar with the fact that 

12 your attorneys Mr. Fein and Mr. Saltzman arc principals 

13 of the Turkish Coalition I'm sorry the Turkish 

14 American Legal Defence Fund? 

15 A. Yes. 

16 Q. You are? And what Is the Turkish American 

17 Legal Defense Fund? 

IB A. It's a us organization that has PAC. 

19 Q. The Legal Defense Fund does? 

20 A. I don't know. I don't know. I guess It 

21 doesn't. I don't know. I don't know what It Is. 

22 0. And do you know what Che Assembly Of Turkish-

23 American Associations Is? 

24 A. That, I don't know, 

25 MR. FINNEY: And then what's the other PAC's 
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1 MR. BREY: That's my understanding. 

2 MR. FINNEY: Oh, I'm sorry. 

3 COURT REPORTER: That's okay. 

4 MR. FINNEY: And these obviously then do not 

5 Include any contributions from.political action 

6 committees, these are just Individuals: Is that 

7 correct, Mrs. — either one of you can answer, really. 

8 THE WITNESS: Well, I don't see a political 

9 action commlttoe on here. It would say "PAC." 

10 MR. FINNEY: ' And Don, I had asked you last 

11 week If this represented the 2007 contributions. 

12 MR. BREY: Right. And I've talked with the 
13 campaign manager, Barry Bennett, who said that ~ there 

14 — this Includes 2008 and prior In terms of the 

15 documents they have, other than, of course, the 

16 documents that are already on file with the FEC. 

17 And you — you can verify that with him when 

18 you depose hln next week. But he was the guy who 

19 pulled these documents together, not just me. 

20 BY NR. FINNEY: 

21 Q. And, Mrs. Schmidt, do you know how much you 

22 received In contributions in the 2007/2008 election 

23 cycle from Turkish Americans or Turkish people 
24 supporting the Turkish entity? 

25 A. The exact amount? 

MR. BARTMAN: The Turkish American Heritage 

1 name? 

2 

3 PAC. 

4 Q. And what about The Turkish American Heritage 

5 PAC, do you know anything about that? 

6 A. No. 

Q. And are you familiar with how much money 

8 they've given to your campaign In the 2007/2008 

9 election cycle? 

10 A. No. 

11 Q. Have you ever met with Lincoln McCurdy? 

12 A. Yes. 

13 Q. How many times have you met with Lincoln 

14 McCurdy, and what do you know about him? 

15 A. I — 1 don't know how many times I've met 

16 with him — more than once, more than twice, more than 

17 five times. 

18 Q. Okay. And when you met with him, what did 

19 you talk about? 

20 A. A variety of things. 

21 Q. Have you ever talked to him about the — the 

22 Issue of the Turkish — I'm sorry, of the Armenian 

23 Genocide? 

24 A. We've talked about the resolution that was — 

25 never was actually voted on in Congress, but we talked 
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1 about that resoiutioii. 
2 Q. Okay. And ue'ra going to get to that a 
3 little bit later. Nhat did he tell you about the 
4 resolution? 

5 A. That basically, Turkey and America are 

6 extraordinarily important partners in the War on 

? Terror. And that if we were to Insult Turkey, that it 

8 may have a draconian etCect. 

9 I believe that it was Mr. — I — l don't 

10 know what ~ there — there were other people that gave 

11 me other — and it could have been my chief of staff, 

12 so I'm not going to answer the rest of it. I just know 

13 that that is the tenet of what ha would have said to 

14 me. 

15 Q. Tcu're not going to answer the question 

16 because why? 

17 A. There are other reasons why. I don't know 

16 whether it was Lincoln HcCurdy or my chief of staff or 

19 someone else that brought to my attention the history 

20 of this Genocide Resolution in Congress and how past 

21 administrations have talked to various Speakers of the 

22 House and reminded them, whether it be Tresident 
23 Clinton or President Bush or President Bush tho — II, 

24 that in having Congress make an official act on this 

25 could jeopardize our relationship with Turkey. 

132 

1 was saying. 

2 0. And what are these draconian consequences 

3 that Mr. McCurdy told you about if — if that did in 

4 fact — 

5 A. He didn't explain it, but other people did. 

6 0. noli, who explained it to you? 

? A, My chief of staff would have been one and 

B others that... 

9 0. And what — 

10 A. And some it is sensitive documents that I 

11 can't talk about because they're, you know, in the — 

12 some of it has to do with sensitive documents that I 

13 have read about the War on Terror which l have signed 

14 an affidavit that says 1 will not disclose or discuss. 

15 And I don't want to get into a debate at this 

16 time and then cross over a line that I shouldn't be 

17 crossing over. 

IB Q. Okay. Hell, I'm not going to be asking about 

19 anything that you've promised soma government agency to 

20 keep secret, okay? Lot's be clear about that. 

21 A. It's not a government agency, it's Congress. 

22 When you have sensitive documents and you are allowed 

23 to read those documents, you're not allowed to take any 

24 notes on those documents. You walk away — you're 

25 don't — not allowed to have a pen, take notes or 
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1 How, that was said to me, but I don't 

2 remember who said it. 

3 Q. So you said "jeopardize relationship," and 

4 then you used the word "draconian." Can you tell me 

5 what you mean by that? So if — if the United states 

6 recognized the Turkish [sic] Genocide, what fate would 

befall us? 

8 A. Well, I think you have to look at whore we 

9 are with Turkey today and the War on Terror. And you 

10 have to look at the geographic — 

11 Q. Go ahead. I'm sorry. 

12 A. — the geographic position of Turkey. And 

13 you have to say to yourself. How does it play out with 

14 the Mar on Terror and how important is it for us to 
15 have success and safety of our men and women in the 

16 battlefield. 

1? Q. Okay. So I asked you a question which is 

18 that you told me that Lincoln McCurdy told you the word 

19 "draconian" and term — 1 forget the other term — but 

20 bad consequences would be come to us if we — 

21 A. Ho. Ho. He — we have a relationship with 

22 Turkey. The American government has a relationship with 

23 the Turkish government. Do we want to jeopardize that 

24 relationship by putting a resolution to the floor of 

25 Congress that may, in fact, do that? That's what he 

1 anything, and they have to be sworn in confidence and 

2 secrecy because of the sensitivity of the documents. 

3 80' 1 hesitate when I get into discussions in 

4 this realm because I don't know what I've learned in 

5 the confines of that special room and what I've gleaned 

6 in a newspaper. 

Q. Let's — talk to me about that for a minute. 

8 You — as a member of Congress, there are times when 

9 you're — you're called into some special zoom where 

10 you review and read documents without taking notes and 

11 that you promise confidentiality of those documental is 

12 that correct? 

13 A. Yes. 

14 Q. And how many times has that occurred since 

15 you've been in the United States Congress? 

16 A. More than once. 

17 Q. Ckay. More than ten times? 

18 A. including the meetings, yes. 

19 Q. Okay. And I'm not asking — is that because 

20 of a particular committee that you ait on or a 

21 subcommittee? 

22 A. Ho. Ho. If I was on a particular committee, 

23 it would be more times than you could possibly 

24 remember: As members of Congress, there are times when 

25. we are given Che opportunity to read sensitive 
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1 documents ox go to meetings that have a sensitivity 

2 involved with them. 

3 . Q. Okay. And when you do that, you're signed a 

4 document swearing that you will keep that information 

5 confidential? 

6 A. 2es. 

1 MR. FINNSy: , Don, she's claiming some sort of 

B privilege that I'm not aware of. I guess I would like 

9 to see these documents that she signed that create this 
10 privilege. 

11 THE WITNESS; I'm not sure they would give 
12 them to you. 

13 MR. FEIN: You mean a nondisclosure 

14 agreement? 

15 MR. FINNEY: Correct. 

16 MR. FBINI Yeah. 

17 MR. FINNEY: In each Instance. 

IB THE WITNESS: I'm not sure that Congress 
19 would'give that — 

20 MR. FEIN: Yeah. I'm sure that we will be 
21 able to get copies from the House. This is customary 

22 when' you're in congress. 

23 THE WITNESS: And in some cases, you don't — 

24 you know, it depends upon whether you go into the 

25 special room or the other room or whether it's a 
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1 meeting, but you're told it's classified end you're not 

2 allowed to talk about it. 

3 MR. FINNEY: Okay. Hell, for purposes of 

4 this conversation, I'm not sura I'm waving that for 

5 purposes of my questions foe. now.. 

6 so in other words, I'm going to state my 

7 general statement. I've asked the question, she's 

B refused to answer. I insist that she does: she's 

9 refused to answer. 

10 MR. BREY: What — what — what's she 
11 refusing to answer? 

12 THE WITNESS: Hell, what am 1 refusing to 
13 ansmr? 

14 MR. FINNEY: Hall, I've asked her questions 
15 about what are these draconian consequences that will 

16 befall the United States, and she's telling me she 
17 won't answer the question because — 

MR. BREY: No, she has not told you Chat. 

19 She's answered the question, and she's says that she's 

trying to be careful when she answers the questions so 

she doesn't fall fowl of something else. 

Now, that — that discursion may have been 

nonresponsive in terms of that, but I think she did 

respond to the question. 

BY NR. FINNEY: 
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1 Q. Okay. Hell, I 1st me ask the question again, 

2 which is: Hhat are the draconian consequences that are 

3 supposedly going to befall the United States — and 

4 those are your words, not mine. 

5 A. Right. 

6 Q. If — 

7 A. Perhaps I shouldn't have used the word 

8 "draconian" because 1 was only trying to remember a 

9 conversation and that's where you fall into trouble 

10 when you're trying to remember a conversation. 

11 I don't remember exactly what the man said. 

12 Hhat he brought to my attention was that Turkey and 

13 America have a good relationship and that — 

14 Q. That he essentially threatened consequences 

15 fo that relationship — 

16 A. Mo, he did not. 

17 Q. You need to let me finish my questions. 

IB MR. BREY:. Hell, you need to let her finish 

19 hor answer too. And you Interrupted her answer, and 

-.20 then she interrupted your question that interrupted'her 

21 answer. 

22 MR. FINNEY: Okay. 

23 Q. Go ahead, Mrs. Schmidt. 

24 A. Turkey end America have a good relationship. 

25 It has evolved over the last 20 years, It's had its 
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1 ups and its downs. 

But in signing this — in hsving Congress 

3 debate and pass this resolution the way it was written 

4 — the way it was pnpared, would have been an insult 

to the government of Turkey, And that could jeopardize 

6 America's relationahip with Turkey, 

Q. Hhy? 

A. You'd have to ask the Turkish government, you 

know — 

Q. Hell, you just made the statement. I'm 

11 asking you your reasoning for having made that 

12 statement. 

MR. BREY: Are you asking about the 

conversation she had with Lincoln HcCordy? 

THE HITNEBE: Hhy — 

MB. FIHHEY: Ho. Ho. I'm now asking her 

"why"? 

THE HITNESS: Okay. 

MR. FINNEY: She made the statement that if 

we did this, it would result in a deterioration in our 

relationship with Turkey and I said, "Hhy." 

A; one of the things that members of Congress 

have to be keenly aware is that the world doesn't act 

the way we do, and that some countries are very 

sensitive to certain things. And that is why.you have 
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1 a seczetaxy of state because their role is to learn 

2 those nuancss, those sensitivities, what hand you would 

3 bring to shake, whether you'd bear an azni, whether you 

4 look somebody directly in the eye, all of those things 

5 are particular to different countries throughout the 

6 world. 

7 I am not an expert on all of them. I'm not 

8 an expert on any of, them. But I do understand that 

9 each nation that ve deal with has its particular 

10 sensitivity or s particular nuance. 

11 Now, when I'm told by someone that passing 

12 the Armenian Genocide Rosolution would make a country 

13 uncomfortable in dealing with this, I take that at face 

14 value. 

15 ' in the same way that if I go to Afghanistan 

16 and I give an individual — an Afghanistan military 

17 person an award and I look him directly in the eye. he 

18' thinks that that is insulting to him. Because, you 

19 know, when you make that mistalcB once and then you're 

20 told that was the wrong thing to do, you learn that 

21 when you hand somebody from Afghanistan an award, you 

22 look down in order to do It. 
23 I'm not an expert in this, but when somebody 

24 tells me that if you do something there's going to be a 

25 reaction, I take that as that's Che way people's 
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1 emotions are, governments' emotions are, and you go — 

2 and you go — and you go forward. 

3 Q. And that's what Mr. McCurdy told you, that if 

4 the United states Congress adopted the resolution 

5 regarding the Armenian Genocide, that there would be an 

6 adverse reaction from Turkey? 

7 A. Hell, it could jeopardize our relationship 

8 with Turkey. 

9 (EXHIBIT J HABKED FOR IDENTIFICATION) 

10 (EXHIBIT K MARRED FOR IDENTIFICATION) 

11 ' Q: . Okay. I'm going to go ahead and show you 

12 what's been marked as Exhibits J and K. I've given you 

13 copies. Are these the two resolutions? There's — ono 

14 is from the 110th Congress and one is from the 111th 

15 Congress. 

A. YOB. 

Q. One is — 

A. Yes. I believe they are, but let me read 

19 them. 

20 

21 they? 

NR. BREY: I'm sorry, which — which are 

22 THE WITNESS: This 110th, and then this would 

23 be the 111th, the Armenian Genocide Resolution. 

24 NR. BREY: Oh, I see. I'm sorry. Okay. 

25 BY MR. FINNEY: 
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1 Q. And are these the resolutions that you're 

2 talking aloout? 

3 A. Yes. 

4 Q. Okay. Why don't you tell ma: Have you 

5 formulated a position on these two resolutions? 

6 Neither of these have been voted on in the Congress. 

7 A. Right. 

B Q. But if they had been voted on that — 

9 MR. HARTMAN: In the subcoranitteo. 

10 . Mr. Brey: Objection. This goes far beyond 

11 any issue dealing with this case. 

12 MR. FINNEY: Thank you. 

13 A. They ware voted on in a committee that I 

14 don't have jurisdiction of. 

15 Q. Great. And my question is; Have you 

16 formulated a position as to how you would vote on these 

17 if they had come to the floor of Congress? 

IB A. It's really irrelevant. The one is gone and 

19 you don't know what happens on a House floor until it 

20 happens. And this one, the March 17th, 2009 one, it 

21 came forwajcd: I don't think it's gotten out of 

22 comnittee yet. 

23 Q. Okay. I appreciate your interpretation, but 

24 my question is: If House Resolution 106 had come to 

25 the floor of Congress, in the llOth Congress, had you 
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1 decided how you would vote on that if it did? 

2 A. NO. 

3 Q. You never did? 

4 A. Ho. 

5 Q. Okay. And how about the one that is pending 

6 right now before the 111th Congress? 

7 A. I haven't decided yet. 

Q. You haven't decided yet? 

A. No. 

0. But I thought you just told us that you were 

11 opposed to this because of the adverse effect it would 

12 have on Turkish relations. 
A. You didn't ask what, my percentage of decision 

14 was, but have I decided? Is this the absolute "yes" or 

15 "no"? No. 
Q. Okay. Hell, why don't you tell us — 

A. I have room to change my mind oh this. 

Q. Okay. Hhy don't you tell us what your 

19 attitude toward these resolutions is, what your 

20 position is? 

A. You know — 

MR. FEIN: That's a speech and debate clause. 

23 That's privileged material. 

THE HITNES8: Exactly. 

MR. FINNEY: Are you instructing her not to. 

10 

16 

17 

18 
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1 ansver? 

2 

3 

4 

5 

e 

MR. FEINI Yes. 

HR. FINNEY: Okay. 

MR. HARTHAN: On apeech and debate grounds? 

HR. FEIN; Yes. 

MR, BREYi And frankly, on relevancy grounds. 

? BY HR. FINNEY: 
8 Q, Kave you coimiunleatad to anyone outside tho 

9 Congress of your position on House Rosolution 106 from 

10 the 110th Congress or House Resolution 252 from the 

11 111th Congress? 

12 MR, BREY: Objection as to Exhibit K, House 

13 Besolution 252, That's — that's not relevant for this 

14 case. 

15 A. I don't know. 

16 BY MR. FINNEY: 
17 Q, You don't know If you've ever spokon with 

18 anyone about your position on — on — on House 

19 Resolution 106 from the llOth Congress er House 

20 Resolution 252 from the 111th Congress? 

21 A. The resolution never came to the floor for a 

22 vote so — 

23 Q. I didn't ask you Chat — 

24 A. .Okay — 

25 0. i asked you if you've, spoken with anyone 
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1 about it. 

2 A, But — but — but words do matter here. 

3 Q, You're right, they do, I asked a pretty 

4 precise question, 

5 MR, BREY: Chris — 

6 A, And so you know, the fact that it didn't come 

7 to the floor didn't mean that it had an opportunity to 

a have any amendments attached to it or any verbiage 

9 changed. And so, you know, once the 110th session 

10 left, all you have is this document. But this document 

11 never came to the floor for an opportunity to be 

12 changed for any consideration, so it's really 

13 irrelevant because we didn't vote on it, 

14 0, Okay, I appreciate ycur viewpoint that it's 

15 irrelevant, but I'm asking you a question which is: 

16 Have you ever had converaations with anyone about your 

17 position on House Resolution 106 before the 110th 

IB Congress? 

19 HR, FEIN: Chris, that's — that's still — 

20 it's speeoh or debate. If you're asking hex to talk of 

21 whether she had or romembers conversations with other 

22' members in Congress, that's clear within the scope of 

23 Speech or Debate Clause. It's different if you're 

24 talking of whether she talked to the press, that's a 

25 different ares. 
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1 HR, FINNEY: Okay, 

2 BY MR, FINNEY: 

3 Q. Hell, have you talked to anybody outside of 

4 the United States Congress about your position on House 

5 Resolution 106 before the 110th Congress? 

9 

10 

11 

A. 
Q. 

A. 

0. 

A. 
is. 

Yes, 

Hith whom did you speak about it? 

I couldn't tell you. 

Did speak with Mr, McCurdy about it? 

I'm sure — I don't know. I don't know. 

Did you tell anybody what your position was 

12 on that resolution? 

13 A. I know I've spoken in front of groups, 

14 Q. Okay. Hhen you spoke in front of groups, did 

15 you tell them what your position was on that? 

16 A. I don't know. 1 don't know exactly what was 

17 said on the position of the resolution or the issue at 

IB hand, so 1 can't directly answer it. 

19 0. I'm not asking you what was said by some 

20 third party. I'm asking you, Jean Schmidt, member of 

21 Congress, if you've ever spoken with anyone about House 

22 Resolution 105 [sic] from the 110th Congress,' and if 

23 so, what did you say? 

24 MR. BREY; Same objection, unless you mean, 

25 by "anyone" — 
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1 Q. 106, I'm sorry. 

2 HR. BREY: Anyone other than members of 

3 Congress or anyone — 

4 MR, FINNEY: Anyone other than members of 

5 Congress or your since retaining counsel, 

6 A. I'm sure I have, I don't remember the 

7 conversation, so I can't answer it beyond that, 

8 BY HR, FINNEY: 
9 0. Okay. And you say you've spoken to groups 

10 about this issue? 
11 A, I've spoken in front of groups, Ths issue 

12 may have come up, but I don't remember what I said. 

13 0, Okay, And would one of those — so what 

14 groups would you have spoken to about it? 

15 A. I don't know. 

16 Q, Hhat would one of these groups have been the ' 

17 fundraiser that you had in February of 2008 at tho Cafe 

18 Istanbul? 

19 A. 1 don't know. 

20 Q, You don't know if you spoke about House 

21 Resolution 106 at tho 110th Congress at that event or 

22 not? 

23 A. No. 
24 Q, Okay, And then with respect to House 

25 Resolution 252 before the 111th Congress, have you had 
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1 any eonveraations about that? 

2 MR. BREY: Objection as to relevancy. Also I 

3 assume by "conversation," again, you mean other than by 

4 people in Congress? 

5 MR. FIMHEY: 1 am, yes. 

6 MR. BREYI You — you can answer tho question 

7 as to people other than members of Congress and your 
8 counsel. 

9 A. Perhaps. I don't remember. 
110 BY MR. FimiEY: 
111 Q. Now, you told us before about how friendly 

112 the Turkish government is to the United States. Do you 

13 remember that conversation? 

114 A. He havo a good working relationship, yes, 

lis Q. Okay. And did the Turkish government's 

116 decision not to allow its ally, the United States of 

11? America, to invade Iraq from the north in 2003 coat 

118 American troops casualties? 

19 A. Hhat? 

120 Q. Hell, you acknowledge the Turkish government 

21 made a decision before we invaded Iraq to prevent us 

.22 from using Turkish airspace or territory to effectuate 

123 that invasion; Is that correct? 
124 MR. BREY! Objection as to relevancy. The 

I 25 ads at issue talk about present tense of what happened 

T-

1 in November 2008, and what happened In 2003 has no 

1.2 relevance to it. 

147 

3 

4 

5 answer? 

6 

7 

MR. XRIKORIAN: Sure it does. 

MR. FlNHBYi Are you Instructing her not to 

MR. BREY: NO, I'm not. 

MR. FINNEY; Thank you, 

8 BY MR. FINNEY; 

9 Q. You acknowledge that the Turkish government 

I'10 refused us access to its airspace and land space to 

11 help us conduct the invasion in 2003, correct? 

12 MR. BREY; Objeotion. Separate the question 

13 between airspace and land space because I think you're 

14 asking two different questions. 

15 (SOTTO VOCE DISCUSSION) 

16 Q, Okay, let's talk about invade from the north 

17 via the land. 

18 Do you acknowledge that the Turkish 

19 government refused us access to its land for purposes 

20 of conducting the invasion of Iraq in 2003? 

21 A. They did, but then they changed their mind. 

22 Q. And when did they change their mind? 

23 A. I'd have to go back and look at tho timeline. 

24 It was — they changed their mind, but at that point — 

25 and I wasn't a member of Congress, I'm just going 
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1 through a time line of — in my mind of events. 

2 The generals probably had a different way to 

3 — to go after whatever targets they were going after. 

4 Q. And do you acknowledge that their refusal to 

5 allow us access to their land for purposes of 

6 conducting the invasion cost Amerioan lives? 

7 A. No. How can you say that? 

8 Q. Hell, I'm asking you a question. You're the 

9 one that gets to answer. 

10 A. Hell, 1 — you can't — that's like saying — 

11 1 don't know hew you answer the question. I'm really 

12 sorry, but because you have to change your position to 

13 make an invasion, you're assuming that the change in 

14 the position then cost lives. I don't know that. 

15 0. Okay. Are you aware that the new government 

16 of Turkey — well, you talked earlier about Atatand how 

17 he mads Turkey a secular country and made that part of 

18 the constitution. Do you remember that? 

19 A. Yes. 

20 0. And are you aware that the current government 

21 of Turkey, in fact, is implementing a religious form of 

22 government, and they're moving away from the reforms 

23 that Atatput in place? 

24 A. I think that's an-over-chaiacterization of 

25 what's going on. 
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0. Okay. Hell, why don't you tell me your 

2 understanding? 

3 MR. BREY; Objection. 

4 THE HITHESS: This is Irrelevant. 

MR. BREY; One, it's irrelevant. Two, you 

6 haven't really laid a foundation. 

? BY MR. FINNEY: 

Q. You can go ahead and answer. 

A. 1 think you're overstating it. 

.10 0. Okay. Well, why don't you go ahead and tell 

11 me how I'm overstating it? 

12 _ A. Hell, I think there is a fear among people 

13 that this government may bo moving into a more 

religious position. But from what I gathered in being 

15 there in Hay, that is still a fear. And — and — and 

16 maybe things have changed since Hay, but I think you've 

overstated the situation. 

Q. Does Turkey have an Islamic government today? 

A. I believe it still has a secular government 

today. 

Q. Okay. And were you aware that the Turkish 

prime minister has been reprimanded by the Turkish 

Supreme Court regarding the bringing of Islamic law to 

the Turkish government? 

A. No. 
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1 Q.. Are you aware of any Turkish government 

2 Involvement In Al-Qaeda7 

3 A, No. 

4 Q, How about any Turkish Involvement in Al-

5 Qaeda? 

6 A. No. 
7 Q. Do you think that Islamic governments are a 

8 threat to the United States? 

9 A. Depends upon the government. 

10 Q. Okay. So as a general rulSt no, it's not a 

11 threat. It depends upon, subjectively, the government; 

12 is that right? 

13 A. Hell, it depends upon who — yeah, it depends 

14 upon the government. 

15 0. Hhat about radical Islam? 

16 A. Radical Islam? In what context, radical 

17 Islam? 

18 Q. Is radical Islam a threat to the United 

19 States? 

20 A. It doponds upon the context that you're using 

21 the term "radical." 

22 Q. Okay. Would the war in Iraq have progressed . 

23 differently if they had allowed an invasion, a land 

24 invasion to go through Turkey? 

25 A. I don't know. I'm not a general. 
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1 question. I'm not sure you should rely on my questions 

2 as a source of your information. 

3 MR. BRET! I would agree with that. 

4 THE WITNESS: I didn't know. I guess so. 

5 NR. FINHETi well, I could get quite far with 

6 that line of questioning evidently. 

7 BV MR. FINNET: 

8 Q. Other than — are you — prior to my 

9 question, prior to today, were you aware that Dennis 

10 Hastert is a lobbyist, a paid lobbyist, for the 

11 government of Turkey? 

12 A. No. 
13 Q. How about Dick Gephart? 

14 A. No. 

15 Q. Have you ever had any conversation with any 

16 of them about U.S. relations with Turkey? 

17 A. Hlth who? 

IB 0. Dennis Hastert or Dick Gephart. 

19 A. Dennis Hastert, no. Dick Gephart, I don't — 

20 1 don't even -- I didn't know he was a paid lobbyist 

21 for Turkey. I don't remember any conversation with 

22 Dick Gephart. 

23 (EXHIBIT L HARKED FOR IDENTIFICATION) 

24 0. Attached to Mr. Rrlkorian's answer to this 

25 complaint, was an article by the Southern Poverty Law 
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1 Q. Has any military — any briefing that's not 

2 privileged that you've received or any other 

3 information that you've received, would — would that 

4 lead you to that conclusion? 

5 A.' Nc. That it would have — what was the 

6 question? I forgot the question. 

7 Q. Could the war in Iraq have progressed 

S differently if we had been allowed to use land through 

9 which to invade ~ 

10 A. Hell, differently, yeah, hut in what context 

11 differently? 

12 Q. Well, to start — 

13 A. If I pull out of my driveway backwards or 

14 forwards, that's going — that's going to have a 

15 different l^ehavior, but the outcome might still be the 

16 same. 

17 (SOTTO VOCE DISCUSSION) 

18 0, Okay. There are a number of influential 
19 former members of Congress who are paid lobbyists for 

20 the government of Turkey. Are you aware of t)iat? 

21 A. Tee. 

22 Q. 'And are you aware that a Dennis Hastert is a 

23 paid lobbyist for the government of Turkey? 

24 A. I am now. 

25 Q. Well, I wasn't asking you as a result of my 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 
19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

Center about the monies that Turkey is pumping into the 

United States to influence the debate about Turkey and 

the Genocide. 

Have you ever — I'm going to go ahead and 

mark this as Exhibit L. Have you ever had an 

opportunity to see that particular part — 

HR. FEIN; Chris, could you give us copies? 

HR. FINNET; Sure, I'm sorry. 

HR. FEIN: There, thanks. 

HR. FINNET; I imagine your familiar with 

that though, Bruce. 

HR. FEIN: Tea, I am. I wanted to make sure 

1 am correct at what these were. 

A. No, I — I haven't. And do you want me to 

take the time to read all this? 

g. No, I just — no. I just want to know if 

you had ever read it or were familiar with the contents 

of it. 

A. Ho. 

0. Okay. And so you've not read Mr. Krikorian'a 

answer to the oompllant in this matter? 

A. No. 

Q. Okay. Let's just talk about for a minute 

about the Turkish Coalition of America PAC. Teu 

receive campaign contributiona from that organization. 
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1 correct? 

2 A. Yea. 
3 Q. Okay, And to your knowledge, la there any 

i connection between the Turklah Corporation — Turkish 
5 Coalition of Anorica PAG, and the Turklah government? 

6 A. To my knowledge, there la no relation. 

? Q. And what do you base that knowledge upon? 

B A. Well, the fact that there has been no — 

9 there has been no allegation that has surfaced that 

10 would suggest that It Is. There's been no FBI 

11 Investigation for anyone that has received any money 

12 from this organization and... 

13 Q. Can — can you say definitively that there Is 

14 no oonnectlon betvoon the Turkish Coalition of America 

15 PAC and the Turkish government? 

16 A. Baaed on the knowledge that I have, and based 

17 en the knowledge that I have, yes. 

IB Q. Okay. And what Is that knowledge? 

19 A. The fact that there has been no 

20 investigation, there's buen no allegations, there's 

21 been nothing that has been reported that would suggest 

22 that It has any relationship with the government of 
23 Turkey. 

24 Q. And how do you know there's been no 

25 allegations and no Investigation? 
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A. Well, because when you put something on a 

2 report, if there has been an allegatldn. It Is duly 

3 noted and then you have to explain yourself or turn the 

money back or do something. 

Q, So you've actually made Inquiry of Lincoln 

6 HcCurdy about that Issue or some other person? 

A. Have I made an Inquiry to Lincoln NcCurdy, 

8 no. 

Q. Okay. So what do you — has anybody on your 

10 behalf asked Lincoln McCurdy that question? 

11 A. You'd have — I don't know. 

12 Q. Okay. So your knowledge about the connection 

13 between the Turkish Coalition of America PAC and the 

14 Turkish government Is just based upon an absence of any 

15 Information. You don't know for sure that there Is no 

16 connection, you just don't know that there is? 

17 A. I know that there ace no red flags. 

IB HR. BBBY: Thank you. 

19 Q., And how about the Turklah Heritage PAC that 

20 we talked about previously? 

21 A. Sams thing. 

22 Q. The exact same set of answers for them? 

23 A. Yes. 

24 Q. You don't know one way or the other If 

25 there's any connection between them and the Turklah 
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1 govarninent? 
2 A. There's a no red flag. 
3 Q. Okay. 

4 MR. BREY: Can we take a very short break? 

5 NR. FINNEY; Sure. Absolutely. 

6 THE VIDEOGRAPHCR! Please stand by. 

7 (OFF THE RECORD) 

B THE VIDEOGRAPHER: He are now back on the 

9 video record. 

10 BY MR. FINNEY: 

11 0. One thing I kind of didn't get to and want 

12 to, we talked about the Turkish event In Newport, 

13 Kentucky in February of 200B. I also want to ask about 

14 one In Hay of 200B in New York City. 

15 A. Yes. 

16 0. Did you at attend one there? 

17 A. Yes. 

IB 0. And can you tell me, again, how that came 

19 about, who talked to you about It, who planned It and 

20 arranged It, and so on? 

21 A. It was on ray schedulo. 

22 0. So to your knowledge, your staff handled It 

23 and you had vary little Involvement In setting It up? 

24 A. Yes. 

25 (}. Outside of your congressional staff — or 
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1 your campaign staff, there's no one you've talked to 

2 about setting up that event? 

A. I don't remember talking to anyone. It was 

on my schedule. It was; Do you want to do this? 

5 Here's the time. Here's the date. And I had to give up 

6 my Indy tickets, and I said okay. 

Q. You missed the Indianapolis 50O? 

1 did. 

In order to attend that? 

Yes. 

And can you tell me who — who was In 

12 attendance at that event, anybody you remember? 

A. Ky chief of staff. 

Has Mr. HCCurdy there? 

Yea. 

Anybody else you know? 

His wife. 

Okay. Has this Yalcln Ayasll there? 

1 don't know. 

Here there any donors at all that you 

remeii4wc having been there? 

A. No. 

0. Do you recall any of the conversations that 

you had at that event? 

A. Personal conversations, no. 

A. 

0. 

A. 
Q. 

Q. 

A. 

a. 
A. 

0. 
A. 
Q. 
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1 Q. I don't know what you noan by "personal," any 

2 conversatlona of any type: personal, congressional, 

3 canpalgn? 

4 A, I don't — no. I don't recall the 

5 conversa'tiona. 

6 Q. Okay. Has the — was either of the 

' 7 resolutions that wa talked about relating to the 

S Amenlan Genocide discussed at that event? 

9 A. I don't know. 

It may have been? 

Could have been. May no.t have been. 

Okay. And did you give a speech at that 

10 Q. 

11 A. 

12 Q. 

13 event? 

14 A. 
15 Q. 

16 A. 
17 Q. 

Yes. 

What did you talk about? 

I don't remember. 
How does — 'how does it happen when you give 

16 a speech? Do you write your own speeches, or does Nr. 
19 Bennett write it, or how did — how did the text of 

20 that speech come up? 

21 A. Depends. 

22 O. Hell, let's talk about that specific speech. 

23 DO you remember? 

24 A. No. 

25 Q. Okay. Do you know If those are typed out? 
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1 Do you read from prepared work that Nr. Bennett or 

2 someone else on your staff prepares when you give a 

3 speech in an event like that? 

A. Sometimes I do. Sometimes I don't. 

0. And would the copy of that be available in 

6 your files ox word processor? 

A. Mine? 

Q. your personal, your campaign, or the 

9 congressional office? 

10 A. I don't know whether it was prepared. 1 

11 don't know whether I talked off-the-ouff. 1 don't 

12 remember. 

13 MR. FiHHEyi He would like to get a copy of 

14 those speeches, and we'll send you a follow-up letter. 

15 MR. BRBYi veren't those covered in the 

16 original subpoenas? I think they were. 

17 ' MR. FDIHBY: I would hope so, but 1 haven't 

IB received them if they ware. 

19 MR. BREY! Right. If they — my 

20 understanding is if they exiat and were covered in the 

21 original subpoenas, they've been provided to you, 

22 except insofar as they're already in the record as 

23 something here- on the FBC website. 

24 BY MR. FINNEY: 

25 Q. Okay. Have you heard of a company called 
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1 Hittite Microwave? 

2 A. What? 
3 Q. Have.you heard of — previously of a company 

4 called Hittite Microwave? 

5 A. I don't remember. 

6 Q. It's something that would be kind of hard to 

7 forget, wouldn't it? 

8 A. Not really. 

9 Q. Okay. So you limy have heard of it and 
10 forgotten about it, or you may never have heard of It. 
11 You don't know? 
12 A. I don't know. 
13 Q. Okay. In your complaint, you take issue with 

14 Nr. Krikorian's use of the word "sponsorship" — that 

15 the two FACs that gave you money were sponsored by the 

16 Turkish government. 
17 Do you remember that? 

IB A. Yes. 
19 O. And when — what do you -- what do you give 

20 meaning to the word "sponsor"? When you say that, what 

21 do you mean? 

22 A. First off, you have to go back to this — 

23 Where's his — when he says, "Representative Jean 

24 Schmidt has taken $30,000 in blood money to deny the 

25 Genocide of Christian Armenians by Muslim Turks," what 
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1 he is saying is that I took a bribe. 

2 Now, there has to be a quid pro quo. What's 

3 the quid pro quo? And then he says, "the Turkish 

4 government." 

5 Q. Hell, I think the quid pro quo would be your 

6 denial of the Turkish Genocide and your opposition to 

7 House Resolution 106 in the 110th Congress. That's 

B what he's talking about, right? 

9 A. He's saying 1 took a bribe. 

10 Q. Hell, what's your definition of the word 

11 "bribe"? 

12 A. In this context, he's saying that I did a 

13 quid pro quo and when you say that a member, of Congress 

14 has done something for a quid pro quo, that is a bribe. 

15 Q. And so you're saying you did not — are you -

16 - are you admitting that or denying that you, in fact, 

17 traded ycur vote in the Onited States Congress for a 

IB pledge for your vote — 

19 A. 1 never voted. 

20 Q. I understand that. — or a pledge for ydur 

21 vote — 

22 A. I never pledged. 

23 Q. — in exchange for campaign contributions? 

24 A. I never pledged or ccmmltted or voted on this 

25 resolution currently or the one in the 110th Congress. 
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1 Q. And you« In facti have testified that you 

2 don't recall ever having any conversations with anyone 

3 outside of the Congress — outside of your 

4 congressional stafft about House Resolution 106 from 

5 the 110th Congress* is that eorreot? 

6 A. 1 don't remember those conversations, no. 

1 Q. Oh, now don't you don't remember them. 

a Before you told me they didn't occur. 

9 A. X bellevo what — it depends upon — you %«ere 

lie ~ 
111 NR. BRBYi I don't — objection. I think 
112 you're mischaracterlsing her testimony. 
13 A. X don't when you — I don't know when you — 

14 you're mischaraoterlsing what — what — what we're 

15 talking about. Xou have to go — 

16 Q. Okay. So you may have had — you may havo 

117 had oonvorsations with peoplo wherein you traded your 

18 vote In exchange for those campaign contributions? 

19 A. you're good trying to trick somebody up, but 

20 it's not going to work, sir. 

121 Q. Okay. Hell, I'm just trying to understand 

22 your testimony, then. Tell mo what your testimony Is 

I 23 on that? Bhat is — 
124 A. 1 don't even know where you're going. 

I 25 Q. Hhat is it that you don.'t remember? 
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1 you say that's a false statement, but tell me what your 

2 nnderstanding of the word "sponsor" is? 

3 A. Hell, what — let's read paragraph 4 so 

4 everyone has a clear understanding of what It says. 

5 Paragraph 14: "Paragraph 4 of the November 

6 2nd, 2008, letter further repeats the false assertion 

7 that Jean Schmidt 'insanely deny'" — and then "es" Is 

B in brackets to show, that we made It the verb to work 

9 with the sentenco, "'...the Christian Armenian Genocide 

10 at the hands of the Husllm Ottoman Empire.' It also 

11 largely repeats the doubly false statement In 

12 Krlkorlan's website for the reasons set forth in 

13 paragraphs 6 and 9 of this complaint: 'Jean Schmidt 

14 has taken $30,000 In blood money from Turkish sponsored 

15 political action committees to deny the slaughter of -

16 l.S million Armenian men, women, and children by the 
IT ottoman Turkish Govcrnmsnt during World War I.' In 

18 addition, the statement makes the false assertion that -

19 I received campaign contributions from 'Turkish 

20 governiiunt sponsored' political action coimittees. No 

21 political action committee that donated to my campaign 

22 was 'Turkish government sponsored.' True copies of the 

23 affidavits of Lincoln KcCurdy," H-C-C-U-R-D-y, "and 

24 Demlr," D-B-H-I-R, "Karsan," K-A-H-S-A-H, "treasurer 

25 and president of the Turkish Coalition USA PAC and the 

< 
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1 NR. BRET: Hell, objection. That's an 

2 Improper question, you asked one question, then you — 

3 you manipulate the question to say. Oh, then you said 

4 this. Hhy don't you ask a direct question. I think 

5 It's getting Into so exchange that's — that's not 

6 getting anywhere. 

7 (SOTTO VOCE DISCUSSION) 

8 By NR. FINNEX: 

9 Q. Hell, actually this line of questioning 

110 started over the use of the word, "sponsorship." In 

111 paragraph 14 of the complaint, you take Issue with the 

12 words "iTurklsh government sponsored." 

13 A. Paragraph ~ 

114 Q. This is of the original complaint ~ 
15 A. Okay, Are you — 
16 Q. — paragraph 14, Exhibit C. 

117 A. Paragraph 14. 
I IB HR. BRET: Okay. 
19 A. (Perusing document.) 

120 Q. Go ahead. I'm sorry. 
21 A. Okay. 

122 NR. BREY: Is there a question pending? 

23 NR. FINNEY: Yes. 

124 Q. Ny question has been; Hhat is it that you 

125 mean when you — when you refer to the word "sponsor"? 

1 Turkish American Heritage PAC, respectfully, are 

2 attached as Exhibit 3." 

3 Q. Okay. And by reading that paragraph, you 

4 think that's somehow responsive to my question? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Okay. Hell, let me try It again. Hhat is 

7 your understanding of the word "sponsor" as used in Mr. 

8 Krlkorlan's statement and In your paragraph? 

A. That I took money from the Turkish government 

10 is what he's trying to say. 

11 Q. so your understanding of the word "sponsor" 

12 Is the direct flow or passthrough of money from the 

13 Turkish government through the FACs to you? 

14 A. Yes. And that's a — that's false. That 

15 would be wrong. That's Illegal. 

16 Q. Okay. Hhat about If donors to the PAC had 

17 gotten money from the Turkish government? 

18 A. I don't know how to answer that. I don't — 

19 that would be — I don't — I don't know how to answer 

20 that. 

21 Q. mid do you know if donors to those PACa had 

22 gotten money from the Turkish government? 

23 A. I don't know that they did or they didn't. 

24 Q. When did you — strike that. 

25 Have you received any gifts of any type from 
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1 Turkey or any of,;£)itf^ur'klsh lobbyists? 

a A. GieCWrom a lobbyist? 

sr^. When you were in larkey or'^hcruise, have 

6 you ever roeeivsd a gift from the g^rnnent of Turkey? 

5 A. 1 •« allowed under bart^ai conditions to 

6 receive gifts from foreign gov^nmibhts-. 

? Q. you know, it's aiM^ng. I ask these 

e questions that seem .^ttj^imple, and you give me an 

9 answer chat's utterly'uncesponsive. Let me try it 

10 againi Have you evei^either on your trip to Turkey or 

U otherwise, ceceiyodye gift from the government of 

12 Turkey? 

L3 MR. Objection, The question is 

L4 irrelevant to^e'extent it talks about events after 

November 20 

FlNHET: Thank you. 

MR. ^NEV: 
Please answer the question. 

I don't know. 

YOU dnin't know If you've received gifts from 

r government of Turkey? 

A. I can't absolutely answer "yes" or "no." 

Q. Okay. And have you ever received gifts frcm 

ish lobbyists? 

A. Gifts from lobbyists? 

MR. Actually, that is part of what 

3 they produced today. 

4 NR. FlNHEy; That's what I just said. 

5 MR. BOLINGER; Oh, I thought you said "not 

6 produced." 

7 MR. FIHNBY; Yeah, produced today. So I 

8 don't know, do we have a way of getting copies at the 

9 front desk? 

10 MR. HARTNAN: He may be able to, yes. 

11 MR. FlNNBYi Why don't you do that while I 

12 continue then. 

13 BY NR. FINNBY; 

14 Q. Have you ever visited NT. Krikorian's 

15 campaign website? 

A. Have I ever logged onto it personally? 

O. Uh-huh. 

A. Ho. 

Q. Have you ever seen a printout of any of it? 

A. Yea. 

0. What parts of it have you seen printouts of? 

A. I don't — I can't specifically tell you. 

Q. So under what circumstance would you have . 

24 seen these printouts of Mr. Krikorian's — 

25 A. Somebody would have handed them to me and 
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Q. Yes. 

A. I don't — I only receive gifts that I'm 

3 fethically allowed to receive, so I don't know whether -

4 (-

Q. Why ~ 

A. Because 1 asked — 

Q. — why — why do you keep doing this? 

A. Because Chris — 

Q. I'm asking you a very simple question. 

A. Chris, it's not a simple question. There are 

— there — there ~ 

HR. FBIK; Chris, define "lobbyist" so that 

there's a universe of people. You mean people who are 

registered under the Foreign Agents Registration Act or/ 

. axe otherwise registered as lobbyists — 

MR. FnraBYi Yeah. 

MR. FEIN: — it's a colloquial term. 

BY NR. FINNEY: 

Q. People who are registered as lobbyists, 

you received any gifts from them, lobbyists for the 

government of Turkey? 

•li. I — I don't believe so. I don't know. 
(SOTTO VOCT^BTSPHSIGI^ 

MR. FINNEY: This is something you-all 

produced for us today. 1 guess we need to get copies 

1 said, Did you sec what Mr. Krlkorian wrote? 

2 Q. Okay. So it's just relating to the exhibits 

3 to this complaint as the things that you've seen? 

4 A: No. There have been others. 

5 Q. Okay. And ia it my understanding you don't 

6 use a computer, ia that why — 

7 A. I don't use a computer. 

Q. Are you aware of the fact that it's a crime 

9 in Turkey to discuss the Armenian Genooide? 

10 MR. BREY: objection. I think there's no 

11 foundation. 

MR. FINNEY: Are you telling her not to 
13 answer? 

MR. BREY: -HoT* I'm saying that you — you 

15 should ask it directly rather than insinuate that facts 

16 are in evidence which aren't. 

Q. Okay. Ace you aware of the laws in Turkey as 

18 it relates to the discussion of the Armenian Genocide? 

A. Ho. 

Q. Would it bother you to know, given your 

21 support of Turkey, that the Turkish government doesn't 

22 have respect for the First Amendment rights as we do in 

23 the United Statos of America? 

MR. BREY: I would object. It's utterly 

25 irrelevant what she would feel or what would bother her 
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1 about vhat the Tuzklsh governnient does. And It alsoi 

2 once again, assumes facts not In evidence and, fzankly, 

3 not pertinent to any issue of this case. 

4 MR, FlNHEy! Are you are Instructing her not 

5 to answer? 
6 MR. BREy: I'm not instructing her not to 

7 answer. 
e If you want to tell him what you — what you 

9 — what bathers you or not or respond as best you can, 

10 go ahead. 

11 A. Every country is different. 

12 ay MR. FiNNByi 

13 Q.. So it would not affect your support of Turkey 

14 to know that? 

15 MR. BRSy; Objeotion. Again, you are telling 

16 her that something is true and asking her to believe 

17 it's true, and there's no foundation it is true. 

19 MR. PINHEy; It is true. 

19 NR. BREy; And then asking her to guess what 

20 she would feel if that, in fact, were true. It's — 

21 it's an obscure question that — if she's able to 

22 answer, go ahead. 

23 A. I don't know what their First Amendment 

24 rights are. 

25 (EXHIBIT M MARRED FOR IDBHTIFICATKRI) 
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Thank you. Thank you. Nhich 1 MR. BREIi 

2 exhibit is this? 

3 MR. FINNEI; H. 
4 BT MR. FJHNEy: 
5 0. There's a — 
6 A. So now when we know when I joined the Turkish 
7 Caucus. 

8 MR. BRET: He hasn't asked you a question 

yet. He — he can ask you a question. 

10 THE HITHBSSi Okay, 
11 Q. yeah.' Hell, why — why don't you — let me 

12 ask that .question. Do you now know, looking at Exhibit 

13 M, when you joined the Turkish Caucus? 

14 A. Apparently it was in March. 

15 Q. March of? 

A. 2008. 

Q. It looks like early March of 2008; is that 

18 right? 
19 A. Hell, Haridi the 10th it says I'm going to. 

.20 That doesn't mean 1 officially joined, but sometime in 

21 March I would assume that I did. 

0. So you went to a fundraiser at Cata Istanbul 
23 that raised more than $10,000 for your campaign on 

24 February the 18th, and within two to three weeks of 

that, event, you then joined the Turkish Cauous and 

16 

17 
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1 apparently related that to Lincoln HcCurdy; Is that 

2 right? 

3 A. Did I relate it to Lincoln HcCurdy? No. Mr. 

4 — Mr. — Mr. Bennett did. 
5 Q. I see. But it was related to Mr. HCCurdy all 

fi — all in that same two or three week time frame; Is 

7 that right? 

8 A. Appears so, yes. 

9 Q. And — and your tostimony has been that 

10 there's no connection between those massive 

11 contributions that were received on February the 18th 

12 and your action prior to March the 10th on that issue; 

13 is that right? 

14 MR. BRET: I would object. There's been no 

15 testimony or evidence that the contributions she 

16 received wero massive. 

17 MR. FINNEY: Thank you. You can answer. 

18 A. You are making assumptions as to why the 

19 Tuzklsh Caucus exists or for whatever reasons a member 

20 would want to beoomo a part of the Turkish Caucus. 

21 There are other issues with Turkey besides this 

22 genocide question. 

23 BY MR. FINNEY! 

24 0. I didn't say anything about the Genocide. 

25 All I said was on February the IBth of 2008, you went 
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1 to a fundraiser at cafe Istanbul where you raised more 

2 than $10,000 from Turkish Americans who viute desirous 

3 of supporting your candidacy, and less than three weeks 

4 later, you joined the Turkish Caucus of the United 

5 States Congress. 
6 And my question — first of all, those dates 

7 are indisputable, right? Both of those things 

8 happened? 

A. Yes. 

10 Q. Okay. The second question, then, is: Arc 

11 you telling ma that there was no correlation between 

12 those events, that you received $10,000 on February the 

13 leth and within three weeks, you joined the Turkish 

14 Caucus. There was no what you call "quid pro quo." 

15 There was no cause — 

16 A. No. 
17 Q. Let me finish the question — there was no 

18 cause and effect relationship between those two events? 

19 A. No. 

Q. Has this about the same time that you 

21 formulated your position against House Resolution 106 

22 of the 110th Congress opposing recognizing the Armenian 

23 Genocide? 

A. 1 think I've been very clear that it is a 

25 question for debate to use the term "genocide." And 
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1 I've bean very clear that I don't — 

2 Q. Go ahead, I'm sorry. 

3 A.' I've been very clear — 

4 Q. You — 

5 A. — that 1 don't have enough — i just wanted 

6 to niake sure you were listening. 

7 Q. I'm listening. 

8 A. That I don't' have enough knowledge to 

9 determine whether it's a genocide or not. 

10 (SOTTO VOCE DISCUSSION) 

11 Q. Okay. Rhen — when did you first meet or 

12 talk to U.ncoln McCurdy7 

13 A. I don't remember. 

14 Q. Do you find it strange that Lincoln McCurdy 

15 would take such a interest in a second-term Congressman 

16 from Ohio who doesn't have any particular Influence on 
17 the Issues that he has before Congress other than as a 

IB' congressman, just one of the 435 members of Congress? 

19 A. No. 

20 0. And If 1 told you that you're the No. 1 

21 reclpisnt of oontributions from Turkish Amcrioans and 

22 Turkish PACs in the United States for any member of the 

23 United States Congress, could you give me any 

24 explanation for why that would be? 

25 A. No. 
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1 A. yes. 

2 0. I just want to ask you about a feu of your 

3 donors to see what you know about then, if anything. 

4 You received a three maximun contribution 

5 from people with the last name, Ayasll, A-Y-A-S-L-l, 

6 Orlian. Yalcin and Bahar. Do you know any of those 

7 Individuals? 

8 A. Ho. 
9 Q. Of the list — two lists that you produced of 

10 presumably Turkish-American contributions, only one of 

11 these people resides in your district. There are some 

12 30 or 40 people who do not. 

13 Why would those people have a particular 

14 interest in your campaign? 

15 A. You'd have to ask them. 

IS Q. There's somebody named RSya Boztepe, K-A-Y-A, 

17 last name, B-O-Z-T-B-F-G, gave you 01800. 

18 Do you know that person or why he would write 

19 an 01800 check to your cempaign? 

20 A, I didn't know it waa a guy until you told me, 

21 so... 

22 Q. Actually, I don't know that. It may very 

23 well — Kaya is a woman's name, so it may very well be 

24 a woman. I don't know. Kaya ia a woman's name, 

25 typically in America, I should say. Who knows what it 
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0. And again, can you tell ma when your 

2 attorney/client relationship was created with Mr. Bruce 

3 Fein? 

A. I can't givn you an exact date, no. 

0. Are you aware that Nr. Fein and Mr. Saltznian 

6 do legal work for a variety of Turkish and lurkish-

7 American organtzationa? 

B A. NO. 

9 Q. Are you aware that Mr. Fein and Mr. saltzman 

10 have been registered agents of the Turkish government? 

11 MR. BRBY: Objection. Lack of foundation. 

12 MR. FINNEY: I'm just asking if she's aware 

13 of it. 

14 A. NO. 

15 Q. . I think I asked you this, but I just want to 
16 make sure I understand it; The two affidavits that you 

submitted in the complaint in this matter, do you know 
who drafted those? (Coughing.) Excuse me, I'm soxry. 

A. No. 
Q. You only saw drafts through your chief of 

staff. Nr. Bennett? 

A. Tea. 

Q. So any interaction he had with your lawyers 

or any other outside persona would have been through 
him and not — not directly with you? 

1 is in — 
2 A. I — I don't know. I don't know the 
3 individual. 
4 ISOTTO VOCE OIGCUSSIOH) 

5 0. And we've already asked you, you don't know 

6 who Ahmet Gultekin la and you've never met him to your 

7 knowledge? 

A. I don't reiramber meeting a man by that name. 

9 I nay have met that man, but I don't remember the name. 

10 0. It may be a woman for all I know. Is there a 

11 woman by the name of Ahmet? 

12 A. Well, that's true. It could be. 1 don't 

13 know. 

14 MR', FINNEY: nhy don't we go ahead and make 

15 ooplea of that. 

16 MR. BRBY; Incidentally, on Exhibit 1, 1 just 

17 noticed you seem to have omitted the nsme Halilullah 

16 Ture. 1 don't know whether tliat makes a big 

19 difference, but you probably should be aware that there 

is ~ 

MR. FINNEY: You-all omitted or I did? 

NR. BABY; You did. The documents we gave 

you had that. 

MR. FINNEY: It was on what you produced, and 

it was not on what I've given you back? 
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1 tfll. am: It's not a big deal to us. I just 

2 wanted to bring It to your attention. 

3 (SOTTO VOCG DISCUSSION) 

4 MR. FlNNEr: Can you show ne, Don, where I'm 

5 alsalng that name? I'm — I'm missing something here. 

6 MR. BRBYi yeah. If you take a look at the 

7 short List, the next page. 

8 MR. FINNEYi Oh, on the next page? 

9 ' MR. BRB?! The top, top line. It looks like 

10 they pulled these four over, but they omitted the top. 

11 MR. FlMMByi Oh, this street? 

13 MR. BRSyi Yeah, I think this Is the county. 

13 this Is his name llndlcatlng document.) 

14 MR. FINNEYI I Just have that one other 

15 document that I want to ask her about. And then I 

16 don't know If you have any rehabilitative testimony you 

1? want, but I'd just like to confer with my counsel for a 

IB few minutes and then wrap up. 

19 MR. BREY: Okay. Hant us to step out? 

20 MR. FINNEY; Yes, that's fine. We'll go off 

21 the record. 

22 THE VIDEOGRAFHER; Please stand by. 

23 (OFF THE RECORD) 
24 THE VXDEOGRAPHER: Be are now back on the 
25 video record. 
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1 Q. And I don't know if he's blond, brunette, or 

2 redhead or anything else. 

3 A. -You know, I — I — I have a bad habit of not 

4 being able to remember names. 

5 Q. Okay. Hell, hopefully Exhibit H, which kind 

6 of looks like a H on there. He'll... 

7 MR. FINNEY; Is that — what la that? 

B COURT REPORTER: It's an N. 

9 MR. FINNEY: That's an H. 

10 MR. BREY: N, as In "Nancy." 

11 COURT REPORTER: Chicken scratch. 

12 (EXHIBIT H HARKED FOR IDENTIFICATION) 

13 BY MR. FINNEY: 

14 Q. It might jog your entry, but this looks to me 

15 to be a and calendar entry made on the Internal 

16 computer by Jennifer Plelstlcker, who you've Identlfl^ 

1? as your scheduler, for November the 17th of 2008, which 

18 would be shortly after the 2008 election. And at this 

19 event. It says that your host for the evening are Drs. 

20 Yalcln and Ssrpll Ayasll. 

21 Does thst jog your memory at all as to who 

22 Dr. Ayasll IsT 

23 A. NO. 

24 0. DO you remember spending the evening of 

25 November 17th of 2008, with Dr. Ayasll? 
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1 MR. FINNEY: I'm going to see a specialist 

2 about this this weok, by the way. I still can't get 

rid of It. . 

MR. FBXN: Are you still from... 

MR. FINNEY: It's not as bad but... 

MR. FEIN: Drugs don't work? 

MR. FINNEY: iTiey haven't yet. 

MR. HARTHAN: We're good down here. 

MR. FINNEY: All right. There you go, okey. 

10 BY MR. FINNEY: 

Q. I asked you'previously about this fellow 

12 who's a fairly significant donor to your campaign by 

13 the name of Yalcln l^aall — and I apologise If 1 .don't 

14 know how to pronounce his name — end you said you have 

15 no Ides who he Isi Is that right? 

A. I don't recognise the name, i might 

17 reoognleo the person, but 1 honestly don't recognise 

IS the name. 

Q. And I will represent to you It's my 

20 understanding that he was your escort throughout your 

trip to Turkey. -You spent days and ilays with him. 

You have no recollection of Yalcln Ayasll? 

A. Hss he Che tall guy? 

Q. I don't know If he's tall or not. 

A. 1 don't — 

1 A. Not with a name, no. I have to be honest 

2 with you. I don't remember the people's names. 

3 Q. Okay. Hell, what a>x>ut this event. It was a 

4 Turkish Coalition of America reception that you went to 

5 limnedlstely after the 2008 election, which Is a dinner 

6 for Ambassador James Jeffrey. 

Do you have any recollection of that? 

MR. BREY: I'll object as to -- continuing 

9 objection as to relevsnce because of the date, but you 

10 can answer. 

11 A. The only thing I remember is going to the 

12 Hlllard Intercontinental Hotel, walking In for five 

13 minutes and leaving. 

14 Q. And why did you go? 

15 A. Hell, tharo are a number of receptions that 

16 we are Invited to go, and you pick and chose the onee 

1? that you go to. Rhy I cluise this one, X can't remombor 

18 at the tine. But It Is not a habit'of mine to stay 

19 more Chan five or ten minutes at any given reception. 

Q. Okay. And did you at that event talk to 

anybody about the Armenian Ganoolde Resolution, either 

visit? 

A. I don't remember, no. I don't remeikber, 

sorry, 

(BOITO VOCE DISCUSSION) 
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1 Q. Okay. 

2 A. Did you say March 17th on this? 

3 Q. This last event says it was November 17th, 

4 right after the eleotion. 

5 . A. Okay. 1 have to stand corrected because 1 

6 was looking at March 17th, 2008. 

7 0. Where is that on the Exhibit N7 

8 A. Well, it's not; it's Monday. But I'm getting 

9 tired so 1 looked at it as March, sorry, and 2 thought 

10 that's what you said. But I looked at it as March 17. 

11 IX it's 11/17/08, there was a dinner that 1 

12 attended. I didn't stay for the whole dinner; I stayed 

13 for part of it. 

14 Q. Okay. Hell, I ask all the same questions: 

15 Do you reoall being with Dr. kalcin Ayasli that 

16 evening? 
17 A. No. And X bet X was probably sitting right 

18 next to him, and I really don't remember. 

19 0. Okay. And did you recall if at that event, 

20 you discussed the Armenian Genocide Resolution with 

21 anybody in attendance? 

22' A. I don't remember, no. 

23 0. Did you discu.ss at that event your defeat of 

24 that Armenian-American candidate, Mr. David Krikorian? 

25 A. I don't know. 
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1 me. 

2 0. Okay. And the topics of that conversation 

3 wore House Resolution 106? 

4 A. fos. 

5 Q. Do you remember that? 

6 A. Z remsmbec Mr. Krikorian wanting me to sign 

7 onto House Bill 106. 

8 Q. yeah. But you told me previously that you 

9 had no recollection of ever discussing House Resolution 

10 106 with anyone. Now you're telling me you remember 

11 that conversation? 

12 A. Hell, this Is in confines of my office, and 

13 you were -- the context of your questions before were 

14 at fundraisers and events. 

15 Q. Oh, okay. Hell, me tell, have you ever 

16 discussed House Resolution 106 with anyone in your 
17 office or anywhere else, ever, at any time? 

18 A.. I've — I — 

19 MR. BREY: Again, objection as to if the 

20 anyone else Includes other — 

21 MR. FEIN: Henbers of Congress. 

22 MR. BREY: Members of the Congress or 

23 counsel. 

24 A. I remember Mr. Krikorian's meeting very well 

25 because he became extraordinarily sngry at ira. It's a 
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1 (EXHIBIT 0 MARKED FOR IDENTIFICATION) 

2 Q. Okay. I'm going to show you what's been 

3 marked as Exhibit O. And we were originally confused 

4 by the dates, so I don't want you to be. This was from 

5 March of '07. This Is something produced by your 

6 office. Again, this is Ms. Plelsticker. Again, it 

appears to be a calendar entry. And it says you're 

8 meeting with the Armenian National Committee, and this 

9 is a meeting at which Mr. Krikorian attended. 

Do you remember this meeting? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Okay, And what do you recall about this 

iting? 

A. Hell, It was in my old office building, my 

15 old office, 1 moved offices since then. And I 

16 remember that my friend, actually. In Cincinnati 

17 actually called me and said that Mr. Krikorian was her 

friend and that he wanted to meet with me in Washington 

and we did. 

Q. JUid who was that who called you? 

A, Michelle Schneider. 

Q. Michelle Schneider said that she wanted you 

to meet with Me. Krikorian? 

A. That it was her friend, her neighbor, and 

that I should meet with him. He wanted to meet with 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

1 meeting you don't forget, 

2 BY MR, FINNEY: 

3 Q. Okay. Hell, I didn't ask you why your answer 

4 changed. Z asked you If you remembered having 

5 corwersstions with anyone else, ever, anywhere, other 

6 than members of Congress and your counsel, about House 

7 Resolution 106, 

MR. BREY: Object to the statement that her 

9 answer changed. I don't know whether it did or not. 

10 The transcript will show it. But you can answer his 

11 question, 

12 A, I don't remember other'conversations, I 

13 remember this one only because of how irate he became 

14 in my office, 

15 Q. Okay, Bo other than this particular 

16 conversation now, you don't remomber any conversations 

17 about House Resolution 106 at all with anyone, ever? 

IS A. Again, I don't remember any other 

19 eonveraatlon with any partioular person. This I 

20 remember because of his attitude in my office. 

21 Q. Okay. That's fine. Hell, let's just go on 

22 with ~ well, let me just cover that issue, the 

23 attitude with the.office. 

24 So what happened then — why don't you tell 

25 me speoifically when you say he got agitated; Hhy 
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1 don't you tell me exactly what happened at the meeting 

2 In your office? 

3 A. Mr. Krlkorlan wanted me to sign onto this 

t resolutl'oni and I told him that I needed to have more 

5 Informatloni to which he kept arguing hie point of 

6 view. And then he began to scream so loudly. How, my 

? chief of staff was not In the office at tho time, but 

e came in and said, "is there a problem?" That's how 

9 loud Mr. Krlkorlan was. 

10 0. ' Okay. Hell, go ahead. Tall me more. 

11 A. Aiiii 1 politely told Mr. Krlkorlan ~ he 

12 apologised for getting so upset. He asked to discuss 

13 It further, and I told him that I would investigate It 

14 further and formulate my own opinion. 

15 Q. Okay. And Is it customary after you have 

16 such meetings in your office with constituent groups 

17 that you have photos taken? 

IS A. All the time. 

19 Q. Okay. And did you then that have a photo 

20 taken with this group? 

21. A. I would Imagine I did. 

22 Q. And if Mr. Krlkorlan was hostile and angry 

23 with you about that meeting, wouldn't it be odd that 

24 you would be seen five minutes later smiling together 

25 at a photo in your office? 
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1 A. No. 

2 Q. So you gcknowledga that that. In fact, 

3 happened? 

4 A. That we had a picture? Hell, I would — I 

5 don'b know whether we did or we didn't. But if I was 

6 betting, z would bet we did because 99.99 percent of 

7 the time when meetings with constituents occur in my 

9 office, we always take a photo. 

Q. Okay. And then later that evening, you went 

10 to a reception with the Armenian National Committee as 

11 well, did you not? 

12 A. . I guess 1 did. 

13 Q. Okay. And so you obviously weren't terribly 

14 upset about this conversation that you had with Nr. 

15 Krlkorlan because you then smiled and took a photo with 

16 him and socialized with him that evening, right? 

17 A. I still was upset with his demeanor, but put 

16 that aside and you move forward. 

19 0. Okay. Now, at this meeting. If you look at 

2'0 this calendar entry, who — who — who drafted this 

21 document that we're looking at, do you know? 

22 A. 1 don't know who drafted It. I mean. It 

23 appears to be Jennifer Flelstlcker, but l don't know 

24 who drafted it. 

25 0. Okay. But this appears to be a calendar 

188 

1 entry prepared by Ms. Plelstlcker, and the text in 

2 there would be something that she would have written; 

3 is that correct? 

4 A. Right. 

5 Q. And In there she says that ths topic of the 

6 meeting Is Armenian-American community Issues, 

7 resolution — House Resolution 106, the genpclde In 

B Oarfur, foreign aid, and blockade against Armenia. Do 

9 you see that? 

10 A. Yes. 
11 Q. Okay. And what la the genocide In oarfur? 

12 A. Nell, I don't want to get — I have to think 

13 of Darfur. It'a In the Sudan. And at the time of 

14 this, I don't have my calendar for that period In front 

15 of me, but I believe the UN aid was being stopped and 

16 the folks were — in Darfur — were in need of aid and 

17 were starving and literally, dying. 

18 0. And I think I've even heard you speak of 

19 Darfur. You've spoken a lot about the events In Darfur, 

20 right? 

21 A. Correct. It'a just on this particular date, 

22 I don't know what the time frame was of what we 

23 discussed with Darfur. 

24 Q. okay. But you have acknowledged that what 

25 wae going on in Darfur Is, In fact, a genocide right? 
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1 A. I haven't eaid It's a genocide. I've said 

2 It'a an atrocity. 

3 Q. You've never referred to It as a genocide? 

4 A. Z don't believe I have. 

5 Q. Okay. And'do you believe what was going on 

6 at that time In Darfur waa a genocide? 

7 A. I can't say whether It was a genocide. 1 can 

6 tell you It was an atrocity'. 

0. Nave you ever voted on a resolution In 

10 Ckingxaaa about the genocide In Darfur? 

11 A. The genocide in Darfur, I don't remember. 

12' MR. FINNEY! I'm just going to confer real 

13 quick with my counsel. I think we're ready to wrap up. 

14 MR. BREY! Want us to take off? 

15 MR. FINNEY: If you don't mind. 

16 THE VIOEDGRAFHER: Please stand by. 

17 (OFF THE RECORD) 

16 THE VIDEOGRAPHER; We are back on the video 

19 record. 

20 MR. FINNEY: I don't have any mora questions. 

21 MR. BREY; No have nothing further. He 

22 advise you to read your deposition of this transcript. 

(DBPOSITIOH CONCLUDED AT 3:34 P.M.) 
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CBRTIFICATB OF REPORTER 

COttttOmnSALTH OP KBNTOCKP AT LARGE 

5 Z da hBMby eerttZy that tho witness in the foregoing 

6 transoript was taken on the date, and at the time and 

7 place set out en the Title page hereof, by ne after 

B first being duly sworn to testify the truth, the whole 

9 truth, and nothing but the truthi and that the said 

10 matter was recorded stenographically and mechanically 

11 by me and then reduced to typewritten form under my 

12 direction, and constitutes a true record of the 

13 transcript as taken, all to the best of my skill and 

14 ability. I further certify that the inspection, reading 

15 and signing- of said transcript were waived by counsel 

16 for the respective parties and by the witness. I 

17 certify that I am not a relative or employee of either 
18 counsel and that I am in no way interested financially, 

19 directly or indirectly, in this action. 

20 

21 

22 ANNEMARIE GRANT, 

23 CERTIFIED COORT REPORTER / HOTART 

24 HY OOMMISBION EXPIRES: 8/14/2012 

25 BDBMITTBD OH I AUGUST 31, 2009 
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1 
2 

3 
4 
5 STATE OP: 

6 COOHTY/CITT OF: 

7 

MOTAB* CERTIPICATE 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

Before me, this day. personally 

appeared, who, being duly sworn, states that the 

foregoing transcript of his/her Deposition, taken in 

the matter, on the date, and at the time and place set 

out on the title page hereof, constitutes a true and 

accurate transcript of said deposition. SUBSCRIBED and 

SHORN to before me this day of , 2009 

in the jurisdiction aforesaid. 

Notary Public 

Hy Commission Expires: 

191 

DEPOSITION ERRATA 

5 To the Reporter: I have read the entire transcript of 

6 iigr Deposition taken in the captioned matter or the same 

has been read to me. I request that the following 

8. changes be entered upon the record for the reasons 

indicated. I have signed my name to the Errata sheet 

10 and the appropriate notary Certificate and authorlxe 

11 you to attach both to the original transcript. 

12 

13 PAGE HO. 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

LINE NO. CHANGE: 

19 

20 

SIGNATURE:. DATE: 

Kentuckiana Reporters 
The Starks Building, Suite 250 
465 South 4th Street 
Louisville, KY 40202 

0 Is 

•KENTUCKlANAH •REPORTERS! S02.589.2273 OFFICE 
502.584.0119 FAX 

depo@kentucklanareportars.com 
www.KENTUCKIANAREPORTERS.com 
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Schmidt Snubs Ethics Panel 
Order to Pay Off Legal Debts 

by Shane Goldmacher 
Updated: May 2,2012111:34 a.m. DMay 2, 2012 | .11:32 a.m. 

Rep. Jean Schmidt, R-Ohio. 

Rep. Jean Schmidt has largely blown off a mandate from the House Ethics 
Committee to repay more than $400,000 in legal bills ~ and her surprise loss 

I in a March primary means that she may never pay the debt. 
9 Schmidt, an Ohio Republican, raised only $5,000 to pay off the debt in the 
i first three months of 2012, according to new disclosure filings. Because of 
1 her primary defeat, she will soon be gone from the halls of Congress — and 
2 the jurisdiction of the congressional ethics enforcers that ordered her to pay 

the legal fees. 
Last August, the House Ethics Committee said that Schmidt must repay 
legal assistance that she received from a Turkish-American interest group 
that constituted an improper gift, even though she had accepted it 
unknowingly. At the time, the panel's report said that Schmidt had "worked 
in good faith" to resolve the issue. 
After the panel's mandate, Schmidt established a legal trust, but it has largely 
been dormant. 
She did previously repay nearly $43,000 in spending that the panel said she 
couldn't cover with the legal fimd, her spokesman, Barrett Brunsman, 
noted. "It has always been her intention to pay off her legal bills," he said. 
Asked if the lawmaker would guarantee that the bills would be paid by the 
time she leaves the House, Brunsman said, "It's too soon to say at this point," 
If Schmidt does run out the clock on repaying the legal fees, the stalling 
tactic would not appear to violate the ethics panel order, which put no time 
constraint on when Schmidt needed to repay. 
"The. ethics committee is not a law-enforcement agency," said Jan Baran, a 
Washington lawyer who specializes in ethics cases. Its order to repay "no 
longer can be enforced in any way if she leaves" Congress, he said. The 
panel's only recourse would be to seek further sanctions, such as a 
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reprimand, while she is still a member, but Baran said that such a step is 
unlikely. 
"The ultimate penalty," he said, is that voters tossed her from Congress. 
The House Ethics Committee declined to comment. Brunsman said that 
Schmidt remains in "full compliance" with the ethics mandate. 
Schmidt, who was the House's first casualty of 2012, is unlikely to be able to 
rely on her campaign treasury to pay off the legal fees, either. Her reelection 
account had less than $4,000 in it and more than $184,000 in debts as of the 
end of March. 


